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To all whom tt may concern:

- Beitknownthatl, ALFRED S. FOLLANSBEE,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Milwaukee, in the county of Milwankeo
and State of Wisconsin, have invented cer-
tainnewand useful Improvementsin Placket-

Closers; and Idohereby declare that the fol-

“lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
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ther eof

My invention relates to devices for closmn*
plackets in ladies’ dress-skirts; and it con-
sists in certain peculiarities of construction
and combination of parts, as will be fully set

forth and subsequently claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
my device, partly broken away to betterillus-
trate certain details of construection.

- 1s an edge view, with part of the device re-
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- of metal, with their upper ends shaped, as by
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" The section A has a lateral
D, originally an integral extended part of the,
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moved, on the section-line 2 2 of Fig. 1. Fig.
8 18 a detall sectional view on the line 3 3 of
Fig. 1, looking from below toward the upper
ends of thedevice; and Fig. 4 is a view of the
parts shown in the preceding figure brought
together in the fastened condition.
Referring to the drawin gs, A B represent
the two seetmns of my device, which are pri-
marily thin, flat, elongated strips, preferably

bending or stamping, so as to form a hook or
catch on one part for engagement with a loop
or socket on the other part. The lower ends
of these strips are united by a rivet or pivob
«, there being a washer b interposed between
sald lower ends to keep the sections A B the
proper distance apart.
either a single separate piece or, if preferred,
one or both of the said strips may be increased

in thickness at this point, this being imma-

terial as long as the said sections are prop-
erly sepamted

In the preferred form of my device illus-

trated in the drawings each of the sections
A B 1s covered for the greater portion of ifs

length with a casing C, of suitable textile

fabrie, similar to the covering of dress-stays,

leaving edges ¢ for convenience in securing

my device alonn' the edges of a dress- placket
lat hook or tongue

strip, bent under, 80 as to be parallel with
the main part of the section A, as shown, and,

“further, the extreme free upper end of the

Fig. 2

‘belt, 1f such 1s worn,

This washer may be |

| section is bent over back and down, as shown,
forming another flat hook K. The section b

1s made from a strip having an integral lat-
erally-extended part at its upper end of pref-
erably greater length and greater vertical
width than that of the corresponding exten-
sion onthe otherstrip, butbentover, as shown
at B, so as to be parallel with the main por-
tion of the section B and formed with a verti-
cal slot, as shown at d, toreceive the tongue or
hook D on the section A when the two partsare
brought together and fastened, as indicated
in Fig. 4. When the device is secured along
the edges of a dress-skirt placket and the sec-
tions A and B are thus brought together and
fastened, the opening of the placket is con-
cealed and held closed and yet capable of be-
Iing instantly opened when mnecessary. The

| described hook K is for the purpose of receiv-
' ing and holding the skirt-belt.

By the use of my device buttons, hooks and
eyes, and safety-pins may be dispensed with,

and the wearer can always feel certain that
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the placket is properly closed and that the

will nob rise above 1ts
proper place.

- My device may be made without the belt-
hook K, if preferred; but ordinarily the same
will be found a convenient and useful ad-
junct, as the belt will conceal the upper fas-
tening ends D F of my device, and the hook
I, if that is used, may of course be covered
with any suitable fabric or ornamented in any
desirable way.

If preferred, in any given 1nstance my sec-
tions A B need not _be covered, but may be
provided with series of perforations there-
through at suitable intervals, as indicated by

the small cireles e ¢, to enable the device to

be readily stiteched to the edge of the placket;

‘but ordinarily the deseribed covering will be

found more convenient for attachment.
Having thus described myinvention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—
1. A placket -closer, comprising two 10ng
vertical sections pwoted together at theilr
lower ends and there 5epa,rated so that said
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sections will move past each other without

contact, one of said sections having an inte-
oral 1&1161 al tongue bent back outwardly over
smd section adgaeent to 1ts upper end S0 as
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not to substantiall y project beyond the adja-
cent vertical edge of said section and pro-
vided with a slot on the line of said bend, and

the other section having a similar integral
lateral tongue bent back inwardly under said

section adjacent to its upper end so as not to
substantially project beyond the adjacent ver-
tical edge of said section and adapted foren-
gagement with the slotted tongue of the other
section.

2. A placket-closer, comprising two long
sections pivoted together at their lower ends,
and there separated so that the outer section
will move past the inner section without con-
tact therewith, said sections having fastening
means at their upper ends, and the outer sec-

tion having an outwardly-extending hook at

q'

its upper end projecting downwardly parallel
to said outer section. :

3. A placket-closer, comprising two mem-
bers pivoted together at their lower ends to
overlic one anotherand having locking means
at their upper ends, one of the members hav-
ing a hook which extends above the other
member and which is adapted to engage a
skirt-belt. o

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand, at Milwaukee, in
the county of Milwaukee and State of Wis-
consin, in the presence of two witnesses.

ALFRED S. FOLLANSBEE.

Witnesses: ..

H. G. UNDERWOOD,
B. C. ROLOFT.
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