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"SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent fNo. 618,843, dated February 7, 1899.
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To all whom it may concern: ,

Be it known that I, SARAH E. COOK, a citi-
zen of the United States, and aresidentof New
Haven, in the county of New Haven and State

5 of Connecticut,haveinvented certainnewand

useful Improvementsin a Combined Abdomi-
nal Supporter, Truss, and Obesity-Bandage;
and I dodeclare the following to be a full,clear,

and exact description of the invention, such

as will enable othersskilled inthe artto which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to letters of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.
Thisinvention is designed to provide an ab-
dominal supporter which is not only admi-
rably adapted for the purposes of anappliance
of that character and as an obesity-bandage,
but which is also adapted for nse with good
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of numbilical hernia and in cases of rupture

and also as a uterine support. It is also de-
signed to provide an applianceof this nature
which is capable of being closely and perfectly
fitted to the wearer and 1n a manner toretain
itself in place without wrinkling and without
the use of auxiliary brace or strap connec-
tions, while at the same time it may be worn
with the greatest ease and comfort, being free
to the proper extent to adjust itself to the
waist movements of the body of the wearer
without destroying its efficiency as a support.
- With these objects in view the invention
consists in the novel construction and com-
35 bination of parts, all as hereinafter deseribed,
and pointed out in the appended claim.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 11is a perspective view of my improved
abdominal supporter and truss. Kig. 21s a
40 section on thelinexx, Fig. 1. FKig. 318 a sec-
tion on the line 4 vy, Fig. 1. Fig. 418 a side
view showing the supporter as applied. Fig.
5 is a view. showing a modified form of the
support. - .

In the drawings the letter A designates the
front section of the supporter or support
proper, which is of the proper form and size
to cover the abdomen and which is formed
with a number of vertically-extending slips
so or pockets a, in which are inserted whale-

bones B or other sunitable stiffening-strips.
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effect as atrussinthetreatmentandreduction !

| the outside of the fabric forming the body of

the support, so that the inner side of such

fabric presents a smooth close-fitting surface.
The strips or bones at the lateral portions of
the support extend the full length of the sup-
port from its upper to its lower edges, while

53

the central and intermediate strips terminate |

at their upper ends at points a short distance
abovethe navel-line. Thisarrarngement per-
mits the support to more readily yield to the
waist movements of the body, while it gives
the lower portion more firmness or rigidity
and provides a more efficient support at the
point where it is most required and also pre-
vents largely the tendency of the support to
upward movement. The bones or stiffening-
strips generally give form to the supportand
enable it to be perfectly fitted to the body in
the nature of a corset-fitting. .

C C' designate the back or side sections of
the supporter, which are fitted one upon each
side above the hips and over the loins and

are connected with each other by means of

two parallel elastic straps D, which extend
across the small of the back. These sections
C C' are also formed with vertically-extend-
ing stiffening-strips or bones, whereby they

are given form and may be accurately and

perfectly fitted in place. Connected to the
forward edge portions of said sections are
straps E, usually three in number, which ex-
tend around and are adapted to be connected
to buckles F or other suitable fastening de-

vices which are secured to the lateral portions

of the section A. Formed on the inner cen-
tral portion of said section A is a pocket H,
which is open at the top and is of the proper
form and size to receive a truss-pad K. ‘The
upper edge of said pocketis preferably formed
by a piece L of elastic webbing, which will
yield to the insertion of the pad and tends to
hold the same in place and which will lie flat
upon the inner surface of the support when

‘the pad is removed. _
In case of rupture in the groin I provide
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the support A with a lower triangular corner

extension I, whichis designed to extend down
over the groin and which is provided on 1ts
inner face with a pocket M, which is designed
to receive a pad N and which is similar to the
pocket H above described. Connected to the

Said pockets or slips are formed entirely upon | extension L is a strap P, preferably of elastic
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- material, and which is adapted to be passed
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between the thighs and up over the hip, hav-
ing a tab p, which is designed to be connected
to a buckle O or other suitable fastening on
a tab O', attached to one of the side straps E.
This extension L, with its fastening-strap and
pad-pocket, may be applied to either corner
of the support, as the case requires, and when
not needed may be omitied entirely.

For use as a uterine support the part A is
made with a central downward extension, as
shown in Fig. 5, which is provided with a

pocket 5, such as above described, and de- |

signed toreceive a suitable supporting-pad S'.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what -

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18s— |
The herein-desceribed abdominal support,

ecomprising the fitted front section having the |

618,843

| flexible vertically-extending stiffening-straps,

the two fitted back and side sections, the elas-
tic parallel back straps which connect the said
sections, the two sets of fastening-straps and

‘the corner extension of said frontsection pro-

vided on its inner side with an open pad-re-
celving pocket, together with a strap attached
to sald extension and means whereby the free
end portion thereof after being passed be-
tween the thighs may be connected to one of
sald fastening-straps, substantially as speci-
fied. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

SARAH E. COOK.

Witnesses:
ALBERT ROETH,

IFRED. P. WELLER.
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