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To all whom it may concerm:

Beitknown that JOHN CONOVER, deceased,
formerly a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at North Salem, in the county of Hen-
dricks and State of Indiana, did invent cer-

tain new and useful Improvementsin Pocket-
Knives, of which the following is a specifica-

tion.

This invention relates to cutlery, and is in
the nature of a pocket-knife having an open-
ing and closing blade provided with concea.led
means, wher eby the blade may be locked in
either its open or closed position.

The object of this invention is to provide a

pocket-knife wiiich when open or closed will

have the appearance of an ordinary pocket-

knife, but which cannot be opened from its

closed position or closed from its open posi-

tion without the manipulation of certain con-
cealed means for unlocking the parts.

Yith this object in view bhls invention con-
sists in the improved construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of details hereinafter
fully described and afterward specifically
pointed out in the appended claim.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which this iInvention most nearly apper-
tains to make and use the same, its construc-
tion and operation will now be described, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings, in which—

I‘wure 1 is a perspective view of the knife,
the blade being closed. Fig. 2 is a side ele-
vation of the kmfe one ot the pivotal han-
dles being at right annles to the other, a posi-
tion 1t attams in opening or closmn* when
about one-fourth of the necessary movement
of the handle-piece has been made. Fig. 3
1s a similar view of the knife with the parfs
in another of the positions they assume dur-

ing the act of opening or closing. Fig. 4isa

similar view of the knife with the blade open.
Fig. 5 is a longitudinal section through the
knife, the blade being closed. FKig. 6 is a
transverse sectional view of the same on the
line 6 6 of I'ig. 6. Fig. 7 is a perspective

view of the various parts which combine to

make up the improved knife detached f1 om
each other. .

Like letters of reference mark the same
parts wherever they occur in the various fig-
ures of the drawings.

Referring to the dmwmﬂ"s byletters, A isone
handle-piece, and B the othel handle -piece,

and C the blade, these three parts being piv-
oted together by a pin D.

In the inside of
each of _the handle-pieces and arranged con-
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centrically with the pivot-pin D are semicir- -

cular grooves K and K/, the groove K in the
‘handle-piece A being in the inner edge and
the groove E’ in the handle-piece B being in
the outer edge.  The blade has.a pin I pro-
jecting from one sidethereof, which works in
the groove I of the handle-piece A, and a pin
K’ prOJectmn* from its opposite side and on
the opposite side of the pivotal pin, which

works in the groove E' of the handle-piece B

during the 0pening or closing of the knife.
When the knife is in its closed position, the

pinFof the bladeisintheend E*of the groove
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K, and when it is in an open position it is in .

the end E? thereof. When the pin Fisinthe
end E? of the groove E, the pin F'is in the
end E* of the groove E’, and when the pin F
is in the end E° of the groove K the pm F' is
in the end E° of the groove K.

Concealed between the metal and horn or

other covering of the handle-piece B isa lon-
gitudinally-slidable pin G, to which the tip-
plate Hissecured by means of a T-headed lug
I, which when in position is seated in an un-
delcut slot J in the handle- piece.
metallic portion of the handle-piece A is

lug K, which when the handle-pieces are to-

gether, as in FFigs. 1, 4, and 5, rests in a pocket

or recess K?in the handle-piece B. A perfo-
ration K’ through the lug K lies in.line and
registers with the longitudinally-arranged
slidable pin (G, before mentioned. The pro-
vision of the grooves E and E'in the handle-
pieces and the pins Fand F'in the blade pre-
vents the blade from being moved forward or
out from between the handle-pieces when
closed and also prevents the blade being
moved toward the closing position when the

75

30

On the |

9o

95

handle-pieces are open, so that in-order to
open the blade from the closed posiftion or
| close 1t from the open position one of the han-
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(i)

dle-pieces must be moved around with it. In
order to move either of the handle-pieces
around with the blade, the handle-pieces must
be separated, so that the lug K will not be
seated in the pocket K*of the handle-piece I.
This can only be done when the slidable pin
G- iswithdrawn from engagement with the lug
K. In order towithdraw the pin & from en-
cagement with the lug IK, the tip-plate I,
which, as before stated, is connected to the
slidable pin, is moved, ordinarily by placing
the finger-nail against its inner end and push-
ing outwald to the position shown in Fig. 2.

Th1s hm*mfr been done, 1t becomes possable
to spring the two handle-pieces apart, so as
to disengage the lug K from its pocket K*in
the handle-piece B and to turn the handle-
piece B onthe pivotal pin of the handle-pieces
and blade. During the first half ot the turn-
ing of the handle-pieces around—that 1s to
say, until the handle-piece B has reached a
position exactly opposite the handle-piece A—
the knife will remain in the position shown in

- Hig. 2, lying in the recess formed to receive
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it in the handle-piece A. YWhen this position
has been reached, however, the pin F’ will
have reached the end E* of the groove E' in
handle-piece B, and the further motion of the
handle-piece around in the same direction
will carry the blade around with it, extended
in line with the handle-piece DB, until it
reaches the position shown in Fig. 4, where
the handle-pieces will be lifted apart and the
lug I engaged in the pocket K*in the handle-
piece B. To retain the partsin this position,
it is only necessary 1o slide the tip-plate H
back into the position shown in Fig. 4,which
will prevent the handle-pileces from being
sprung apart, and this, as before stated, be-
ing a prerequisite to either the opening or
closing of the knife the knife will be rigidly
secured in its open position. To close the

knife, this operation is reversed in everypar-

618,488

ticular, and an extended description of the

act of closing need not be given.

From the foregoing description it will be
readily seen that when the tip-plate I11s prop-
erly fitted it will be almost impossible to de-
tect the fact that it is not an integral part of
the handle, as is usually the case in pocket-
knives, thereby rendering it extremely diffi-
cult for any one not, posted to learn the secret
of opening or closing the knife.

Besides the adv&ntaﬂ‘es which this inven-
tion gives to the knife When constructed as a
novelty or trick knife the construction herein
shown and deseribed will be preferred for
many purposes for other reasons, among
which may be stated the facility with which
every part of the knife can be cleaned, which
will be a great advantage in a surgeon’s knife,
permitting of all the parts being made aseptic.

Having thus fully described thisinvention,
what is claimed as new 15—

The combination of the handle-piece A pro-
vided with semicircular groove E and lug K,

the handle-piece B provided with oppositely-

placed semicircular groove E’, undercut slot
J and pocket K* to receive lug I, the blade
Cprovided with pins I, It', projecting on each
side to engage in the grooves I and E' respec-
tively, the pin D pivotally connecting the
handle-pieces and blade and concentrically
located with reference tothe grooves and pins,
the pin G mounted in handle-piece B to slide
longitudinally therein, and engage in a corre-
spondingly-situated perforation I’ in lng K,
the undercut lug I secured to the pin G and
slidably mounted in undercut slotJ, and the
tip-plate H secured to the undercut lug, sub-

stantially as described.
OLIVER M. WALKER,

Administrator of the estate of John Conover
Witnesses:
S. L. JAMES,
C. R. EDWARDS.
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