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To all whom it may conceriv:

Be it known that I, CHARLES ¥W. JONES, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Ot-
sego, in the county of Allecra,n and State of
"\’Ilchwan haveinvented new and useful Im-
provements in Lifting Devices for Sick Per-
sons, of which the followmn* is a specification.

This invention relates to a new and useful
device for lifting and handling persons who
are sick and not in condition to move them-
selves; and the invention consists in a fabric
of cloth or other suitable material provided
with rods or stiffeners and also with straps
suitably attached to the fabric for lifting a
person placed thereon, the object being to fm-
nish a cheap, simple, and efficient demce for
handling the sick and also for transporting
a person a short distance, as from one bed
to another or from a chair to a bed, and vice
versa. These objects I accomplish by means
of the mechanism illustrated.in the accom-
panying drawings, in which-—

Figure 1showsa plan view of my improved
dewce forlifting and handling a sick person,
the same being shown from the upper side.
Fig. 2 shows a perspective view of the same
in the position it would assume in lifting a
person placed thereon.

Similarlettersrefertosimilar Darts through-
out the drawings.

A represents the fabric, which forms the
substantial part of the device. This fabric
may be cloth or any other suitable soft and
flexible material and should be of sufficient

= width and length to accommodate the body of

a person of ordinary size. At the head por-
tion of the deviece, or that portion which
would receive the head and shoulders of the
person, 1 provide the straps B B and C C.
The straps B B are preferably made so as to
extend entirely across the fabric A, as shown
by dotted lines. ‘lhe opposite end of the de-
vice I provide with straps D D and K K and
also a cross-strap K. 'These straps pass on

the under side of the fabric A wherever they

are shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1.

Instead of making the straps "B and E sep-
arate, asshownin the drawings, a single strap
may be run entirely across from foot to head—
that is, the strap B (shown in Fig. 1) would
compose the strap K by contmuatmu———&l—

though I prefer the form shown in the draw- |

t ings.
shown at B in Fig. 2, and a loop 18 also

These straps are formed into loops, as

formed on either end of the str ap I, the loops
being shown by P P in Fig. 2.

Whenever the lifting dewce is to be used by
a single person, I prowde cross-straps M and
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N but when two persons are required to lift

the device the loops P P serve the necessary
requirements. The fabric A is preferably
provided with an opening covered by a flap H,
which flap H may be attached by the buttons
Lor by any other suitable means. The straps
may be sewed to the fabric or may be at-
tached by rivets or any other suitable meauns.
At the head part of the device I provide the
two rods J J, which rods may be of iron, steel,
Oor any othel suitable material and Whlch are
stitched into the fabriec or fit into pockets
therein. These rods are used for the purpose
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of stiffening the fabric and causing the whole -

device to remain In 1its extended position
when occupied by a person. At the other
end of the fabric I also provide stiffening-
rods, (shown by K K,) which are attached in
the same manner as the rods J J.

By this construction a person reclining upon
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the lifting device, with head and shouldels |

resting upon the palt lifted by the straps C
B and the hips and limbs resting upon the
part provided with the straps D, E and F,
may be easily raised and transpm ted and
the lifting device will have no tendeney to
conftract or shorten.

The stiffening-rods are so placed in the fab-
ric that they may be readily removed.

This device is adapted to be folded into a
small and compact compasgs. ‘The short stiff
ening-rods not extending the entire lenﬂ‘th
of the fabric allow the fabuc to be folded
from end to end and then rolled into a com-
pact form.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, a,nd desire to secure by Teetters
Patent, is—

1. As a new article of manufaetme, a, de-
vice for lifting and handling the sick, the
same composed of a flexible fabrlc, smtable
stiffening-rods, four in number, and suitabie
straps atta,ehed to the fabric and serving as
means for lifting the device when occupled
by a person, substantlally as described.
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2. In a lifting device for the sick, the com-
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stiffening-r ods K, K, the straps Eand D with L

bination of the fabtic A, the straps B, C, and | the cross-strap F provided Wlth

rods J, J, the straps D, E ' and rods K K,
said Stra,p ¥ being prowded with smtable
100ps substantlally as described.

In alifting device for the sick, the COom-
bma,tlon of Lhe fabric A piowded with an
opening covered by a flap H, straps D, E and
I, stiffening-rods K, K at the foot end of such
devwe and straps B C, and stiffening-rods
J, J, at the head of said devlce all constl uct-
ed substantlally as described.

4. In combination with a flexible fabue A,
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loops, the
opening covered by means of the flap H, the
stiftening-rods J, J, the straps C and B, said
straps B being each provided with loops all
constructed substantmlly as and for the pur-
pose deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto: set
my hand in presence of two subsecribing wit-

NeSSes. | | | - L
CHARLES W. JONES.

Witnesses: |
EDWARD TAGGART,
CHRISTOPHER HONDELINK.
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