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To «ll whony it nuey concermn.:

Be it known that I, SIDNEY R. ELLIS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residingin New York
city, 1n the State of New York, haveinvented
a new and usefnl Tilting Bridge for Theat-
rical Purposes, of which the following is a
specification.

The object of the invention is to adapt por-
tions of a stage-scene to be mechanically op-
erated in such a manner as to produce a lu-
cdicrous or startling effect upon the audience
viewing the same.

The invention consists of a bridge arranged |

to tip or tiltand having meansattached there-
to for operating the same.

T'he invention further consists in certain
other features of construction and combina-
tion of parts, as fully described in the speci-
fication and pointed outin the claims thereof.

Likelettersand numerals referto like parts
throughout both views of the drawings.

Refe1 ring to the drawings, I‘wme 1 is a
perspeotive view of my invention In position
for use in a stage-scene. Fig. 2 Is a section
taken on line 29 , Kig, 1.

In the draw mﬂ's 1 represents the draw-
bridge of a ruined oa,stle, pivoted at one side
of the center thereof to a support 3, said sup-
port representing a stone wall bordering
upon the side of a river. The drawbridge 1
1s pivoted at one side of the center ther eof
the longer side being placed toward the au-
chenoe, so that normally the brid ge will stand
in the position shown in Fig. 2. Above the
drawbridge 1is an arch 4 of the ruined castle,
having dependmw therefrom a net 5, con-
Struoted and painted to represent vines and
havingivy-leaves,&c.,attached thereto. Said
net 5 may be strengthened by lines leading
to the rigging-loft of the stage. Beneath the
drawbridge and at the rear side of the wall 3
1s a rope 6, one end of which is attached to
the dlawblldﬂ‘e by a ring 7, thence running
through a taokle block 3, attached to the
wall 3 the free end theleof being carried to
a convenient p051t10n to be pulled upon when
desired, the effect being to suddenly tip the
(Shown in

bridge into an upright pos1tlon
dotted lines, Kig. 2.)

The opera,tlon of the device as a whole is
a man to be standing

as follows: Supposing

upon the drawbridge at the point ¢, another
man standing at the point b, and another at
¢, in the background, Fig. 1, suddenly b and
¢ jump on the short end of the drawbridge
and catch the ropes 2 2, while other men pull
upon the free end of the rope 6, the result
being to suddenly throw the bridge 1 into
an upright position and to throw the man
who was standing at ¢ into the net 5, placed
in the proper position to receive him and to
which he clings. The bridge may then be
lowered to its normal position, if desired, and
the man left clinging to the vines, the whole
operation being performed in an instant and
ploduomﬂ‘ a very startling and ludicrous
effect.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
) ent, 1S——-—-—

1. A tilting bridge for theatrical purposes
constructed to repr resent a bridge 1, pivoted
at one side of the center thereof to a support
o, sald platform having a rope 6 attached to
the end of said platfmm nearest said pivotal
point, the free end of said rope passing around
a tackle-block 8, in combination Wlth a net
or receptacle 5 attaohed to the set scene of a
theatrical stage at a point above and to the
rear of said platfom:l substantially as de-
scribed for the purpose specified.

2. A tilting platform for theatrical pur-
poses, oonstruoted to represent a bridge 1,
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pivoted at one side of the center thereof to a ~

support 9 said platform having holding-ropes

2, 2, attached to the upper surface thereof and .

a rope 6 attached to the end of said platform

nearest said pivotal point, the free end cf said
rope passing around a tackle-block S, in com-

‘bination with a net or receptacle 5 attached to

the set scene of a theatrical stage at a point
above and to the rear of said platfmm sub-
stantially as described for the purpose speol-
fied.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit-
nesses.

SIDNEY R. ELLIS.

Witnesses:
W. B. GEESKIND,
JAMES K. CROSSEN,
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