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Application filed March 16,1898, Serlal Ko. 674,044, (No model)

To all whom it may concern.: |

Be it known that I, CHARLES S. MYERS, a
resident of Columbus, in the county of Frank-
lin and State of Ohio, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Adjustable
Shade and Curtain Supports; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in theartto which it per-
talns to make and use thé same.

The invention relates to window shade and

curtain supports, and has for its object to pro-
vide efficient and conveniently-operated de-
vicesforadjustably supporting a shade at any
desired elevation and also for suitably sup-
porting and holding a curtain, o
The-invention consists in the construction
hereinafter described and pointed out. |
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an isometric view of the improved device ap-

plied to a window. Fig. 2 i8 a similar view |

of a curtain-pole and shade-roller supporting

rod. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of an ad- |
justable shade-roller holder.

Fig. 4is ap ele-
vation of a cord-clamping device in an opera-
tive situation, a front housing-plate being
omitted. Fig. 4* is a similar view showing
the clamp inoperative, as when the cord is
pulled down.
the grip, the cord-guide being broken away.
Fig. 6 is an isometric view of a rod-holding
bracket or housing-box. Fig. 7 is a similar
view of a like device of modified form, the

- screws whereby it may be combined with a
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pulley-casing being shown in section. Fig. 8
is an elevation of a modified bracket or hous-
ing for holding a rod.

Numeral 1 denotes rods held in fixed rela-
tion to the window-casing by brackets or
housings 2, secured to the casing by screws 3

and provided with angular holes 4, fitting the

angular parts 5 of said rods. The bracket or

~ housingshown in Fig. 6 has a latch 6, whereby

45

laterally. |

the hole is closed on its front after an angu-
lax part of the rod hasbeenintroduced therein

lar hole is closed by a plate 7, and 8 denotes

screws adapted to fasten the bracket or hous- |

ing to the window-frame and also to hold the
plates 9, spaced apart by thimbles 10 and con-
stituting a pulley-casing.

Fig. 5 is an isometric view of

As shown in Figs. 7 and 3, a simi- |

|

- | bracket isillustrated. 2’ denoteé a plate bent

toprovide an angular seat forthe angular part
of the rod.  The ends of the plate are fixed
to distance-pieces 2'', by the medium of which
the screws attach it to the rear plate of the
bracketorhousing-box. Thedistance-pieces,
though represented asseparate blocks, may be
formed integrally with either plate, if desired.

The rods 1 are bent at their lower ends and

5§

6o

provided with an ornamental terminal of any

suitable character. In the present instance
balls 11 are held upon the rods by sleeves 12.
The lower ends of the rods are.bent substan-

tially as shown to hold curtains suspended
The upper ends of the

from a pole above.
rod are bent to a horizontal position and pro-

| vided with seats 12, adapted to receive and

hold a curtain-pole. -
13 denotes a pole-retaining latch or spring.
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141san ornamental rosette; butany desired

terminal may be employed.

'15 denotes a shade-holder comprising over-

lapping members, each embraced by a loop
16, formed on an end of the other member.
1718 a sleeve embracing both members, and
13 18 a set-screw.
The shade-holder is-connected to and
guided by the rods 1 through the medium of
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angular brackets 19, fixed to the holder and

provided with holes 20 to receive the rods in
manner to permit the holdertobe moved freely
up or down upon the rods. )

21 indicates holes for the attachment of a
cord for suspending the shade and for raising
or lowering the same.

22 denotes hangers adapted to receive. a

| shade-roller of any desired kind in their lower
These are adjustable on the shade-

ends.

holder by means of the hanger-loops 23. 24
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denotes set-screws for fixing these hangers as

desired. -

The shade-holder 15 is raiéed orlowered at

will by means of a cord 41, passing over pul-
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leys 26, 27, and 28. It is not essential that

two pulleys 26 and 28 be used, since a single
pulley with two grooves will suffice.

bracket at 21. .
the cord runs over a pulley 27, and thence

across to and-over the pulley 26 down to a tas-
sel 29, to which it is attached, being doubled

In Fig. 8 a modified form of the lower rod- I from and below the knOt 41'; the remaining

Each
end of the cord is fixed to a shade-holder
Above the left-hand bracket
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~ sin «le portion of the cord above the knot be-
- ing extended back to pulley S8 and passed over

- 10

 holderinstead of unrolling theshade.
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thesheaveand down toashade-holder bracket
on the right at 21. Obviously a pull on the
pendent doubled cord will raise equally both
ends of the shade-holder. o

To partially counterbalance the weight of
the shade-holder and contribute to its ease of
adjustment, a weight 42, suitably concealed,
may be attached to the cord immediately
under knot 11’. It is important . that the
weight should .only partially counterbalance
the shade and holder. A balance has hereto-
fore been proposed ; but such deviceisinoper-
ative, for the reason that in such construc-
tion a pull on the shade simply raises the
weight, with the effect to move the shade-
This is
inconsistent with my improvement,which con-
templates a partial balance to diminish the
force required te move the curtain and an au-
tomatic clamp to hold the weighted cord, so

that a pull on the shade will unroll if.

.25

30 denotes a device adapted to automatic-

ally grip the cord. | |
31 denotes housing or supporting plates

held in suitable relation and fixed to the win-
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~are eccentrically pivoted, as shown.

dow-frame by screws 32, which pass through
pivotal thimbles inserted in the disks. Cord-
oripping disks are denoted by 33 and 34,which
These

- ‘disks may have their adjacent edges serrated

or otherwise roughened to obviate slipping.

~ The automatie grip is effected by excess of

35

weight at the right of the pivot of the disk 34,
to which the arm is fixed, whereby when free

to move the arm assumes the situation indi-

. cated in Fig. 4. At such time the disk 33 is

40

also moved by gravity,and serrated parts of
the proximate edges of both disks are brought:
in direct opposition contiguous the cord,
waich is thereby automatically clamped. A
downward pull on the free end of the cord
moves the arm and its disk and by the fric-

‘tion of the cord the opposite disk also, with

the effect to bring unserrated portions of said
disksopposite each other c¢ontignous the cord,

whereby the cord 1s released.

50

35 denotes a stop conveniently formed by

bending one of the plates 31 so that it may .

engage a suitabiz-formed edge 36 of disk 33

~in manner to limiy its movement backward

55

or away from the cord. The disk 34 has an
arm 37, perforated at 38, to receive the shade-
moving cord. By moving the arm to the left,
so that the perforated end of the arm is at

- one side of a veriical line passing between

60

the disks, they ars caused to grip the cord and
hold it and the arm stationary. If the arm
37 be manipulated and moved down, 80 that
its perforated end is immediately below the
gripping-surfaces of the disks, the cord is re-
leased, and it can immediately - be made to
release or coil the springs of the shade-holder
in usual manner.

618,012

to break the fall of the shade when the shade-
carrying device is lowered upon the same.
The particular form of the springs 18 not es-

sential, nor in all cases the form of the rod-
holding bracket nor the form of the shade-
roller hangers or the ornamental or other sub-

sidiary parts, nor any particular proportions
of the parts, and these and other details may
be varied without departing from the inven-
tion, provided substantially the same prinei-
ples of construction and operation are pre-
served. o . o o

Having described my invention, I claim—

1. In acurtain-fixture, the rods fixed to the
window-casings and bent at their upper ends
to hold a curtain-pole and at their lower ends
to hold the free ends of curtains, a curtain-
pole supported by said bent rods, and devices
movably connected to said rods for support-
ing a shade-support, substantially as de-
scribed. "

2, In an ad] usta-b,lé shade and curtain-pole
| supporting fixture, curtain-pole-supporting

rods having angular portions in combination

with separate detachable housings having

each a vertical slot to receive an angular part
of said rod and having a plate to close the slot,
an adjustable shade-holder, and brackets at-
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tached to the ends of said shade-holder and

the brackets are guided, substantially as de-
seribed. L

3. The pulleys having supporting-brackets
fixedto the window-casings, theshade-holder-
supporting cords, the shade-holder compris-

ing the lengthwise-adjustable bars each hav-

having holes to receive said rods whereby
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ing & cord-receiving bracket, the hangersad-

justable on the shade-holder to receive a

shade-roller, and the shade-holder-guiding

rods, substantially as described. -
4. The curtain-pole-supporting rods, the

pulleysfixed to the casing, the cord, the shade-

holder comprising the lengthwise-adjustable
bars, the adjustable hangers having their

lower ends provided with bearings to receive

the shade-roller journals, and cord-receiving
brackets fixed to the rear side of the bars and
loosely embracing the rods, substantially as
deseribed. |

5. The combination of a shade-holder,mech- '

anism comprising pulleys and a cord for mov-
ably suspending the shade-holder, a fixed de-
vice comprising eccentrically-pivoted disks,
one of said disks having an arm loosely con-
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nected to the cord depending between the

disks and pivoted to normally move by grav-

ity to a cord-clamping position, said disks be-

ing rendered inoperative by pulling the cord

in a straight line from its pulley-support, the
arm being held against the normal action of

125

gravity by the cord held in such straightline,

substantially as described. _
6. The combination of ashade-holder,mech-
anism comprising pulleys and a cord for mov-

130

,, | | “ably suspending theé shade-holder, a fixed de-
-39 flenqteg springs fitted around rod 1 and | vice comprising disks, one of said disks hav-
prowded with & ring or cap 40 and adapted | ing an arm loosely connected to the cord de-
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pending between the disks, and pivoted to
normally move by gravity to a cord- -clamping
position sald dlsks being adapted to be ren-

dered inoperative by pullmn' the cord, and a

weight attached to the cord above the cla,mp,

| substantla,lly as described.
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7. In a cord-gripping device, the gripping-
disks, the disk-supporting pla,tes fixed to the
casing and to each other and having a con-
tinuous straight passage between them and

between the p10x1mate edges of the clamp-

ing-disks, said disks being eceentrlea,lly piv-
Oted to fleely take a cord -clamping position
by the action of gravity, a cord passing be-
tween the gr 1pping edges of the disk, and an

arm attached to one of said disks and loosely

connected to the cord, all substantially as set
forth, whereby the D'r_a,wty of the disks may
be overcome to release said cord.

8. In combination a shade-holder and shade,
mechanism comprising pulleys and a cord for
movably suspending the holder, an antomat-

ically-acting clamp to directly hold the cord

and mediately hold the shade, and a weight
less than a counterbalance for the shade-
holder and shade, sald weight being attached

to the cord above the clamp, substantla,llv as

described. - |
9. In a cmd—n*rlppmg device, a pair of sup-
portmﬂ'-pla,tes one of said plates having a

bent portion 35 to constitute a stop, the disks.

pivoted eccentrically between the plates, one
of the disks having a straight edge 36 to en-
gage the stop and one having an arm loosely

30

conneeted to a cord passing between the 33

disks, said disks having proximate faces to

‘bear opposﬂ;ely on the cord and pogitively

hold it, substantially as desecribed.
In testlmony whereof I have signed this

specification in the presence of two subserib- 40

1nnr- witnesses.
' CHARLES S. MYERS.

 Witnesses: ,
PRESTON MYERS,
JOHN F. FERGUS,
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