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UNITED STATES

PateEnT OFFICE.

ALBERT J. WILLIAMS,

OF FULTON, NEW YORK.

SELF-SOAPING WASHBOARD.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 617,791, dated J anuary 17, 1899.

Application filed December 10,1897, Serial No, 661,453,

(No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT J. WILLIAMS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at F'ul-
ton, in the county of Oswego and State of
New York, have invented a new and usefal
Self-Soaping Washboard, of which the follow-
ing is & specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
washboards.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of washboards and
to provide simple, inexpensive, and efficient
means for holding a cake of soap and expos-
ing it adjacent to the rubbing-surface of the
washboard, whereby the operator will be en-
abled without ceasing the rubbing operation
to soap the clothes Wlth both hands to the de-
sired extent.

A further object of the 1nvent1011 1s to en-
able the weight of the washboard and the
pressure e*{elted thereon during the opera-
tion of washing to be utilized f01 advancing
the soap as the same 1S worn away.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts, as hereinafter fully described, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of a washboard constructed in accord-
ance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a per-
spective view showing the rear face of the
same.
IFig. 4 is a transverse sectional view on line
4 4. of IF1g. 1. Fig. 5 is a detail view illus-
trating the manner of secur ing the springs to
the socbp-supportmn' board or plate

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in the several ﬁgures of the
drawings.

1 deswnates a washboard provided above
its rubbmﬂ* surface 2 with an opening 3,
adapted to recelve a cake of soap, as clearly
illustrated in Fig. 3 of the accompanying
drawings, and the forward movement of the
soap 18 limited by vertical rods 4, extending
across the soap-opening and preferably con-
structed of stout wire. The soap-opening is
rectangular, and the terminals of the vertical
rods are passed through the washboard and
clenched together at the back of the same.

Kig.3isalon ﬂ'ltudmai sectional view.

board or plate 5, arranged on the rear face

of the washboard, extending substantially
across the same and from the top thereof to
the upper edge of the rubbing-surface. The

- soap-supporting board, which is adapted to
‘shed water and direct the same into the tub

or other receptacle, is provided opposite the
soap-opening with an enlargement 6, adapt-
ed to extend into the same and force a piece
of soap outward against the bars, so that the
soap may be used until 1t 1s worn very thin.

The springs 7 for pressing the soap-support-
ing bomd against the soap extend longitu-
dinally of the side bars of the frame of the
washboard and are secured to the inner faces
of the same by staples 8 and by embedding
the lower ends 9 in the side bars. The sta-
ples S are located below the center of the rods,
and the latter are provided at their tops with
oblong loops 10, which are secured to verti-
cal cleats 11 of the soap-supporting board.

The cleats, which are secured to the outer

face of the soap-supporting board, extend be-

low the same and are provided at their up-

per portions with transverse grooves 12, in
which the upper ends of the loops are secured
by staples 13 or other suitable fastening . de-
vices. The lower ends 14 of the loops are ar-

ranged in transverse perforations 15 of the

cleats, near the lower ends thereof; but in-

stead of constructing the springs of separate

pieces of wire, as illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, they can be made of a sin-
gle piece of material.

Theinvention hasthefollowingadvantages:
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The device is exceedingly simple and inex- -

pensive in construction and it obviates the
necessity of handling soap during the opera-
tion of washing. The soap is supported ad-
jacent to the rubbing-surface of the wash-
board in convenlient position so that the op-
erator may apply the clothes to the soap with
both hands without ceasing the rubbing opera-
tion, and soap may be used in this manner
longer than when applied by hand, as it may

Qo
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be worn into a very thin strip by the soap-

holder before it is necessary to diseard it,

whereas a cake of soap when applied by hand
will break before it becomes so thin. The de-
vice prevents soap from dropping into a tub
or other receptacle, and the extensions of the

The soap 1s supported by a 1eetmnulm | cleats are adapted to rest upon a tub at the
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the water passing through the soap-opening
in applying clothes to the soap and it will
direct such water back into the tub. |
Changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construection may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-

ing any of the advantages of this invention.

What I claim is— | |
1. The combination of a washboard pro-

vided with an opening adapted to receive a:
cake of soap, means for limiting the forward

movement of the soap, and a soap-supporting

board bearing against the soap.and project-

ing rearwardly beyond the washboard and ar-
ranged to rest upon the tub when the wash-

board is in use, whereby the weight of the

board and the pressure on the same will be
utilized to force the soap outward, substan-
tially as described. S

2, The combination of a washboard having
a soap-opening, means for limiting the for-

ward or outward movement of the cake of |

soap, and a spring-actuated soap-supporting
plate or board arranged at the back of the
washboard, covering and extending beyond
the soap-opening and adapted to shed water
and direct the same back to a tub, said soap-
supporting board being provided on its inner
or front face with an enlargement arranged

upper edge thereof, so that the weight of the'| to project into the soap-opening and engage
board and the pressure exerted on the rub- |
bing-surface thereof will operate to advance
the soap as the same becomes worn. Also |

the soap-supporting board is adapted to shed

the soap, substantially as desecribed.
- 3. The combination of a washboard pro-
vided with a soap-opening, a soap-supporting

board or plate arranged on the rear face of

the board and extending over the opening,
vertical cleats secured to the soap-supporting

‘plate or board, depending below the same and

adapted to rest against a tub at the top there-
of, and the longitudinal springs secured at
their lower ends to the washboard and pro-
vided at their upper portions with oblong

{ loops mounted on the cleats, substantially as
| described. S T
* 4. The combination of a washboard having
a soap-opening, a soap-supporting plate or
board arranged at the back of the washboard,
cleats secured to the same, provided at their
upper portions with transverse grooves, and
having transverse perforations at their lower
ends, and the springs mounted on the wash-
board and provided at their upper ends with
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oblong loops secured at their tops in the

orooves and having their bottoms arranged
in the transverse perforations, substantially
as desceribed. a -

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. B

Witnesses:
I, II. KENDRICK,
. KENDRICK.

6o

ALBERT J. WILLIAMS.
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