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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDRICK C. LUETHI, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-

- cago, in the county of Cook and State of 11li-
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nois, ‘have invented a new and useful Music-
IIolder of w 111(311 the following is a c;pemﬁea,-,

t1on.

This invention relates to music- holdel S, 1ts
object being to provide a waterproof holder
or case of simple construction and having

transparent faces, said case being adapted to -

receive and hold the leaves of music gener-
ally used by band-musicians in such manner
that the notes may be clearly seen through
the transparent faces. Band-musicians dur-
ing the prevalence of wind or rain are fre-
quently unable to use the leaves of musiec, as
they become wet or are liable to be blown
away; but by the use of my invention these
difficulties are entirely overcome, since the
holder or case will effectually proteet the mu-
sic against the effects of either wind or rain.

With this and other objects in view the in-
vention consists of the several details of con-
struetion and combination of parts, as will be
hereinafter fully described, and pmtleulmly
pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a per%pectwe
view of my unproved music-holder. Fig. 2 is
a lon gitudiua] transverse section. Fig. 318 a
perspective view of the sliding support for the
music-leaves removed from the holder. FKig.
4 is an edge view of the holder, showing the
sliding ‘support partially withdrawn and in
pomtlon to permit the mseltlon or removal of
the music-leaves. |

Similarreference-numeralsindicate sumlfu
parts in the several figures.

The holder or case consists of a suitable rec-
tangular frame of sheet metal, hard rubber,
or othel suitable material ha,vmn' the requi-
site qualities of strength and 110"1]1311688 for the

-purpose,in which frame are secured twosheets

of transparent material, and one end of the
case 18 open to permit the removal and inser-
tion of the music-leaves.. As shown in the

“drawings, three sides of the frame are formed

integrally ot a strip of sheet metal having its
edges bent at a right angle in the same direc-
tilon to form parallel flanges 1, and when so
formed the strip is bent at suitable points to
form the parallel end walls 2 and the top w all

3 of the frame the flanges 1 being suitably
-cut at the pomts of bendmﬂ' to prevent them
from buckling and to give the corners a neat

finish, as Wlll be re&dlly understood by any
- In-

one familiar with sheet-metal working.
stead of making the top and end walls of a
continuous strip of metal they may each be
formed separately and connected together in
any suitable manner.

4 indicates a strip of metal bent tothe same
form as the strip forming the top and end
walls and is adapted to fit in between the
flanges 1 of said walls, as clearly shown in
Fig. 2. The sheets of transpalent material
Whl@h form the faces of the holder are indi-

cated by 5 and are preferably celluloid, al-
‘though any other suitable transparent watel-

pr oof material may be used. The edges on
three sides of the sheets of tr anspment ma-

terial are clamped between the end and top

walls of the frame and the strip 4, as shown
in Fig. 2.

are ela,mped between strlpcs of metal 6, which

are folded upon themselves and are con-
nected at their ends to the ends of the re-
spective flanges 1 of the end walls 2 in any
sultable manner. These strips( serve, there-
fore, to secure.the lower edges of the sheets
of transparent material and also to connect
the lower ends of the end walls 2 of the frame
together, and the space between them will
form an opening through which access may
be had to the interior ot‘ the case or holderto
perinit the removal or insertion of the leaves
of music. Instead of the metal strip 4 it is
obvious that wooden strips could be inserted
between the flanges 1 to hold the edges of the
tmnsparent sheets in position.

The sliding support for the musle-lea,veq
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The lower edges of the sheets 5
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consists of an open rectangular frame of such

size as to fit snugly mthm the case or holder

and to slide therein., It is made in two sec-
tions,(indicated by 7and 8,) which sections are
hinged together, as indicatedat9. Thelower

section 7 is smaller than the upper section 8,

95

and in the operation of the device the sup-

port 1s intended to be withdrawn from the
case until the lower section 7is exterior there-
of, when it can be turned on the hinges at an

nﬂ'le to the case or holder to be oub of the

way to permit the music-leaves to be inserted
| or removed, as may be desired.
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wall 10 of the sliding support will close the
space between the strips 6. The leaves of
music are indicated by 11.

It will be seen that the function of the open-
sided slide is to facilitate the introduction
and removal of the music-sheets, and the
swinging leaf or gate, with which said slide
is provided, serves to facilitate the removal
of the sheets, either separately or together,
from the slide. It is obvious that the edge-
wise introduction of sheet-music into a flat
transparent-walled frame or case could hardly
be accomplished without rubbing and crush-
ing the same and thereby obliterating to a
certain extent the printed or written charac-
ters on the surfaces of the sheets, whereas by
the use of the open-sided slide the only op-

“eration necessary in order to change the ex-

posed sheet is to partly withdraw the slide,
drop the leaf or gate, and make the desired
changein the sheets without wholly withdraw-
ing any but the one which is to be exposed.
This operation is possible from the fact that
when the slide is partly exposed and the leaf
or gate thereof is dropped out of the plane of
the sheets the edges of the latter are free to
be passed through the fingers in order toselect
the one which is to be exposed. When this
one has been found, it is simply withdrawn
wholly and placed upon the top of the pile of
sheets for subsequent exposure through the
transparent wall after the slide has been re-
turned toits normal position. Fuarthermore,
it will be seen that by having both walls of
the frame or case constructed of transparent
material the faces of two different composi-
tions may be exposed to adapt the frame to
be reversed to.bring either of the composi-
tions into the view of the performer. In other
words,the case constructed as abovedesceribed
is reversible and is adapted for the operative

‘exposure of a plurality of compositions at dif-

ferent sides thereof.

The slide ¢onsists of a skeleton frame, of
which the edge walls are formed by cross-
sectionally flat bars,while thesidesare wholly
open.. The open sides of theslide are closed,
when the latter is in the casing, by the oppo-
site parallel walls of the casing, one at least
of said parallel walls being transparent.

I'rom the foregoing description it will be
seen that I have produced an exceedingly
simple and efficient device, by meansof which
the leaves of music will be thoroughly pro-
tected from the effects of wind or rain, but
which permits the musician to see the notes
clearly, and which also will serve as a con-

venient case to carry the music that may be
required for the occasion without necessitat-
ing the use of an additional case.

The end and top walls of the frame as well
as the strips 6 may be ornamented in any
suitable manner, if preferred, and many other
slight ehanges in the form, proportion, and
the minor details of construction may be re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this
invention. _

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim is—

1. A portable music-holder having a par-
allel-walled casing, open at one edge, one of
the parallel walls being transparent, and a
slide fitted in the casing, and consisting of &
skeleton frame, of which the sides are closed
by the walls of the casing, said slide being
adapted for extension through the open edge
of the casing, substantially as specified.

2. In a music-holder, the combination with
aframehavinganopenend, and spaced sheets
of transparent material supported in said
frame, of a music-leaf support slidably sup-
ported in said frame between the transparent
sheets, said support consisting of an open rec-
tangular frame made in two sections hinged
together, one of said sections being adapted
to be moved out through the said open end
and folded at a right angle to the holder, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.

3. In a music-holder, a frame having its
top and end walls formed from a continuous
strip of sheet metal having its edges bent at
a right angle in the same direction to form
parallel flanges, combined with two sheets
of transparent material respectively seated
against the opposing flangesof the said walls,
a securing-strip 4 fitted between the edges of
said sheets and the opposing flanges to clamp
the sheets in position, folded metal strips
fitted on the lower edges of said sheets and
secured at their ends to the ends of the flanges
on the end walls of the frame, and a music-
leaf support slidably supported between the
flanges of the end walls and movable in and
out through the space between the said folded
strips, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein
the presence of two witnesses.

FREDRICK C. LUETIIL.

Witnesses:
F. H. KLEEKAMP,
SIMON IFREISTOFFE.
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