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To all whom tt may concern:

Beit known thatl, JOEN A. LEMONS, a citi-
zen of the United States,residing at Buford,in
the county of Gwinnett and State of Georgia,
have invented certain new and useful Im-

-provements in a Combined Driving and Med-

ical Bit; and I do hereby declare the follow-

ing to be a full, clear, and exact deseription

of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled 1n the art to which it appertains to

make and use the same.
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My invention relates to a combined driving

and medical bit; and 1ts object 1s to provide

a cheap and effective device of this class
which may be used for these purposes.

My invention consists in the construction
and combinations of parts helelnafte1 de-
seribed and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a top plan view

of mydevice,showing the sliding barin the po-

-sition in which it is used for a driving-bit and

also showing another position of the sliding
bar in dotted lines. Iig. 2 represents a side
view of the same. Fig. 3 represents a longi-
tudinal vertical section through the bit in its
usual position. Fig. 4 1sa frawmentaly view

with the thumb- bobs removed and the ends .

of the sliding bar closed by thumb-nuts, and
Fig. 6 1s a 10nfr1tud1na1 section thronnh the
shdmO‘ bar or medlcme—blt

A represents the side bars of the bif, plO-
vided with openings ¢, in which various
parts of the harness may be fastened. The
side bms are each also provided with a curved
slot o', in which the slide-bar or medicine-bit
B is adepted to move.

- low throughout and near its center is pro-

40

45

50

vided with openings b for the passage of medi-
cine into the horse’s mouth. It 1s provided
with reduced portions 6’ near each end, which

reduced portions engage the slots in the side

bars A for purposes ‘hereinafter to be ex-

plained. Outside of the reduced portions b"

are screw-threads 4% with which the hollow
right-angled extensions 6° are adapted to en-
cage. 'Theouter ends of these extensions are
SCT ew—tnreaded torthe reception of the hollow
thumb-bobs C of a size sufficient to hold about
anounce of medicine. Thesethumb-bobsmay
be made of elastic material, such as rubber,
so that the medicine can be forced into the

‘horse’s mouth by pressure, or they may be

This slide-bar is hol- .

‘as & mouth-gag.

made.of any other meteﬂal such as wood or
metal, so that the medlelne may ra,dua,lly
trickle into the horse’s mouth.
desired to use the device as a medicine-bit,
the extensions 0% and thumb-bobs C may be
removed and their places supplied by the

thumb-nuts D, which are internally screw-.

threaded and adapted to engage the screw-
threaded ends of the slide-bar 3.

Connecting the side bars A is the fixed bar
E which is rweted or otherwise fastened to
the side bars A. This from the shape 1
term the ‘“shell-bit.”” Itissmooth ontherear
side and hollowed out on the front side and
is of such a size and shape that it will exactly
receive the medicine-bit B.. DBoth of these

bits are curved in the center, as shown in

Fig. 1. The bit may then be used as an or-
dinary driving-bit. If 1t1s desired to use the
bit for the purpose of administering medi-

cine, thethumb-nuts D areremoved and their

places supplied by the extensions 0° and the
thumb-bobs C, one or both of which has pre-
viously been filled with medicine. The bobs
should then be turned up, so that the medi-
cine will slowly work out into the horse’s
mouth.
off the flow of medicine, this may be done

If it is not 55
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If it is desired at any time to shut
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quicklyand easily by turning the thumb-bobs

down. If then the thumb-bobs are loosened
on either end of the sliding bar B and the

said bar be moved along the curved slot o’ to
the other end thereof, the bit is adapted for:
use in drenching the animal, both bars being

placed in the horse’s mouth and the head-
stall buckled into the openings in the center
of the side bars of the bit. |
mouth will thus be held open while his head

‘may be raised and the bottle-neck inserted

into his throat between the bars of the Dbit,

‘thus serving to prevent the animal from clos-

ing his mouth upon the bottle-neck and so
poesﬂaly breaking the same. The animal’s
mounth being thus held open, he will be
obliged to swa,llow With the bars thus
sp1eed apart the bit may, if desired, be used
In this position a man can
easily put his arm between the two bars and

remove any obstruction in the horse’s throat
perform any operation therein without

or

danger. This bit is also capable of use as

a severe driving-bit by placing the shell- .

The animal’s
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bar in the horse’s mouth and letting the slid-
ing bar rest under his lower jaw. The over-
check is then placed in the top of the bit, the
head-stall in the center, and the reins at the
bottom. * In this position the horse’s head can
be lifted up and the horse kept completely
under control. In all casesthe smooth side of
the shell-bit is exposed to the horse’s mouth,
and the sliding bar is round, so that neither
bar cuts the horse’s mouth.

I desireto haveit expressly understood that
I do not Limit myself to the various uses and
adjustments hereinbefore described, as it is
obvious that these may be varied in many
ways without departing from the spirit of my
invention. . _-

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States, is—

1. In a combined driving and medical bit,
the combination with the side bars provided
with openings for the attachment of various
parts of the harness, a curved bar.upon the
ends of which are rigidly mounted the said
side bars, said curved bar being smooth and
convexatonesideand concave uponthe oppo-
site side, a movable bar c¢ylindrical in cross-
section and curved to fit the hollowed-out
portion of the stationary bar, said movable
bar being hollow throughout its length and

- provided with apertures, and means for clos-
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ingthe endsof the movable bar, substantially
as described. )
2. In a combined driving and, medical bit,
the combination of two side bars provided
with openings for the attachment of portions
of the harness and each side bar being pro-
vided with a curved slot, a stationary bar at-
tached to the side vars near one end of each
of the said slots, said. bar being curved and
being smooth and convex upon one side and
concave upon its opposite side, and the curved
movable bar adapted to fit in the concave
portion of the stationary bar and with its ends

o | | 617,583

| engaging the curved slots of the side bars and

movable therein, said movable bar being hol-
low and provided with apertures near its cen-
ter, the ends of said bar being screw-threaded,
and screw-threaded devices for closing the
ends of said hollow bar, substantially as de-
seribed. -

3. In a combined driving and medical bit,
the means for administering medicine, which
consists of a movable medicine-bit eylindrical
in cross-section and hollow throughout, said
bar being provided with apertures near its
center and with screw-threaded ends com-
bined with screw-thread extensions adapted
to engage said ends, and hollow thumb-bobs
adapted to contain medicine and to engage

sald extensions, substantially as desecribed.

4, In a combined driving and medical bit,
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the combination of side bars each provided -

with apertures for the reception of parts of
the harness, and with a ecurved slot, a station-
ary bar rigidly connecting the two side bars
near one end of the respective slots, said sta-
tionary bar being curved, smooth and con-
vex upon one side and concave upon its oppo-
site side, a sliding bar curved to fit the con-
cavity of said stationary bar, and cylindrical
in cross-section, adapted to engage the con-
caved portion of the stationary bar, said slid-
ing bar being hollow throughoutand provided
with apertures near its center, said sliding
bar having also reduced portions engaging
the slots in the side bars and having screw-
threadsatitsends, screw-threaded extensions
adapted to engage saild ends, and medicine-
holding devices attached to said extensions,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. | .

JOHN A. LEMONS.

Witnesses: -
E. O. WILLIAMS,
S, J. PATTILLO.
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