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To all whonv it 7#-2;@3/ COTLCEFTL:
Be it known that I, THOMAS QUINLAN, a
subject of the Queen of the United Kingdom

- of Great Britain and Ireland, residing at No.
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20
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65 Cowbridge road, Cardiff, in the county of
(xlamorgan, England, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Ink-Hold-
ers for Pens, (for which I have obtained Let-
ters Patent in Great Britain and Ireland, No.
5,039, dated February 24, 1597;1in France, No.
267,596, dated June 6, 1897; in Belgium, No.

128,764, dated June 8§, 1895, and in Austria,

No. 47 /3,235, dated September 4, 1897,) of
which the followmﬂ’ 1s a specifi eatlon

This invention relates to improvements in
ink-holders for pens; and the object of the in-
vention is to provide meansfor supporting in
the ink-holder a large supply of ink in such
a manner that the same is always securely
suspended and in no danger of dropping from
the pen and its even flow secured whether a
large or small quantity be held in the holder;
and the invention consists of an ink-holder
for pens comprising a tongue adapted to fit

beneath the pen and prowded with a lower

perforation for retarding the flow of ink near
the point of the pen and with a lar ger upper
perforation for supporting the ink above sald
lower perforation, Whereby an even tension
1s induced throughout the body of suspended
ink, as will be fully deseribed hereinafter

- and finally pointed out in the claim.
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~ In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of a pen, penholder, and ink-

holder having a tongue of soft material and

embodying my invention. Fig. 2is a simi-
lar view, partly in section. I‘m' 3 shows two
views, respectively a side elevatlon and a
plan view, of a detached ink-holder made ac-
cording £ my invention. Ifig. 4 is a per-
spective view of the same; and Hig. 5is a side
elevation of a pen, penholder,and ink-holder
having a tongue of hard material applied to
the pen and embodying my invention.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Referring to the drawings, « is the tongue.
0 is the band. ¢ ¢’ are the holes which are
formed in the tongue. isthe pen, and e 18
the penholder.

My improved ink-holder is composed of a

| either a soft resilient material, such as india-

rubber, or a hard material, such as sheet
metal, fashioned in the form of a tongue ta-
pering from‘end toend substantially as illus-
trated in Fig. 3 of the drawmﬂs The said
tongue has pelfomtmns cc f01 med in 1t to
act as vents and cause the ink to flow smoothly
from the penwhenin use. The root or widest
end of the saild tongue is provided with an
annular band 0, which stands out at right
angles to the tongue and which passes over
and around the pen and serves to hold the
ink-holder thereon. When so fixed in posi-
tion, the tongue ¢ lies up under the pen, the
tip of the tono*ue being brought down asnear
to the points of the nibs as possible.

When atongue of india-rubber or other soft
elastic material is used, on dipping the pen
into the ink the tongue will slightly recede
outward, except at the extreme tip, which
keeps contact with the nibs away from the

pen by reason of the weight of the ink drawn

up and lodged between the tongue and pen.
When writing is commenced, the ink will be
drawn into the nibs and thence onto the pa-
per by capillary attraction in the usual man-
ner; but a further supply is prevented when

the pen is removed from the paper by virtue

of the tip of the tongue closing on the nibs
and forming a kind of valve, and thus shut-
tingtheink back. Onrecommencingto write
the Ink again ﬂows, asrequired, and continues
to flow as long as the pen is jarred and the
nibs opened by contact with the surface of
the paper until the supply behind the ink-
holder is exhausted. As the supply of ink
contained by the ink-holder diminishes the

tongue ﬂ"radually assumes its original posi-

tlon as in Fig. 2.

In practice 113 is found that the presence of
the holes has an infiluence on the flow of ink,
tending to draw the ink back away from the
nibs, and thistendency is beneficial inasmuch
as by impeding the flow of ink possible blots
and blind strokesareavoided. Asillustrated
in Kig. 3, for this purpose the upper perfora-
tion ¢ of the tongue is made larger than the
lower perforation ¢/, so as to afford by capil-
lary attraction a support to the larger volume
of ink at the upper part of the tongue and -
relieve the pressure of the sald ink upon the

small thin piece of any suitable material, | ink at the lower part of the tongue near the
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pen-point. DBy this means an even tension is | the flow of ink near the point of the pen and
induced throughout the entire body of the | witha larger upper perforation forsupporting 15
suspended ink, the danger of blotting by rea- the ink above said lower perforation, whereby
son of the ink falling flom the holdel is re- | an even tension is induced throughout the

5 duced to a minimum, and an even flow pro- | body of suspended ink, substantially as set

duced whether there be a large or small quan- forth.
tity of ink suspended. In witness whereof I have hereunto affixed zo

Having thus described my invention, I | my signature, in presence of two witnesses,
claim as new and desue to secure by Letters | this 13th day of April, 1897.
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1o Patent— THOMAS QUINLAN.
An ink-holder for pens, consisting of a Witnesses:
tongue adapted to fit beneath the pen and pro-  SAMUEL WESLEY ALLEN,

vided with a lower perforation for retarding STANLEY HOWELLS.
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