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shown in end elevation.
view in perspective of one of the removable
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 617,449, dated J anuary 10 1899.
Application filed November 17, 1897, Serial No. 658,803, (No model.)

- To all whom it may éoncern:

Be 1t known that I, PETER K. SAPONOFF, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, (Brooklyn,) county of Kings, and State

of New York, have invented-certain new and
useful Improvements in Stair- Cushions, of

which the following is such a full, ¢lear, and

exact description as will enable any oneskilled:

in the art to which 1t appertains to make and

use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, forming part of this
specification.

Myinvention relates to remavable cushions
or coverings for stairs; and the principal ob-
jects of the invention are to provide a neat
and durable covering for eachindividual step,
which may be quickly secured thereto and
detached therefrom and that may be readily
cleaned and repaired.

To these ends my invention consists in the
various novel and peculiararrangementsand
combinations of the several parts of the de-
vice, all as hereinafter fully described, and
then pointed out in the claims. |

I have illustrated a type of my invention

in the acecompanying drawings, wherein—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of stairs
having applied thereto my removable cov-
ering or cushion. FKig, 2 is an under side
view of my improved cushion, together with
its depending apron, the edge of which is
shown at the top of the figure. Fig. 3 is an
end view of a step with one of my improved
cushions mounted upon it and which is also
Fig. 4 isa detached

spring-fasteners for securing the cushion to
the tread of the step. Iig. 5 is a view of a
longitudinal section of the eushmn which is
shown as broken away at the center for the
purpose of contracting the figure. Fig. 6is a
transverse sectional View of the cushion, to-
gether withits depending apron. Figs.7andS8
are sectional views of a portion of thecushion,
showing how the same may be repaired. Kig.
9 is a view in longitudinal section of the
modified form of the frame within which the

~ cushion is set, the two parts of the frame be-

ing shown as slightly spaced from each other. -
o Hig. 10 is a plan view of one of myimproved

| cushions made up with the form of frame

shown in Fig. 9. Fig. 11 is a sectional view of
a detail showmn* the binding orreinforce wire,

as will be heremafter explamed Fig. 12 is a'

plan view of my improved cushmn shaped
suitably to be used with an ordmmy chair.

55

Referring to the drawings, in which hké .

numbers of reference indicate like parts
throughout, 1 is a layer or piece of suitably
stiff material, such as pasteboard or bristol-
board, for stiffening the cushion and pre-
serving 1ts shape. The under side of the
body-piece 1 is covered with waterproof ma-
terial 2—such, for instance, as oil-cloth-—the

waterproof or painted surface of which is

placed to the outside. Upon the upper sur-
face of the body-piece 1 is placed padding
material 3, such as raw cotton or hair, and
over this is placed a layer of waterproof ma-
terial 4, similar to the waterproof material 2
and with its waterproofed surface uppermost.

Over the upper layer of waterproof material
4 is placed a cover 5, consisting in a layer of
| suitable material, such as textile fabric or

leather. The several layers of material 2, 4,
and 5 are cut to conform to the shape of the

piece by means of stitching 6, which runs

6o
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‘body-piece 1, and being placed in position the
bottom layer 2 and the upper layer 4 of wa-
terproofing material are secured tothe body-

80.

around the entire edge of the pad. After

this has been done the cover or carpet 5 1s
placed in position and is secured by 1ts edges
to the edge of the cushion by a row of stitch-
ing 7, and this completes the cushion proper.

In order to permit of the cover or.carpet 5

where the same has become worn or damaged

being readily replaced by a new piece,I secure

around the edge of the cushion an attaching
flap 8, which consmts of a piece of braid or
Webbing placed between the body-piece 1 and
the under layer of waterproof material 2 and
secured firmly in place along one edge by the
first row of stitching 6, so that the other edge
is normally free and may be tucked in around
the edge of the cushion in any suitable man-
ner and left in such condition that when it is

desired to replace the cover it may be readily

o

95

called info use by ripping out the stitching 7

and removing the cover or carpet 5, as shown
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in Kig. 7, without, however, destroying the
structure of the cushion proper, which still
preserves its form, as shown in Fig. 7. The
new cover 5 1S then secured in place by stitch-
ing 1t at 9 directly to the flap 8, which 1s
brought up over the edges of the cushion, as
shownin Iig. 8. In this way the cover or car-
pet piece upon the upper surface of the cush-
ion may be renewed as often as the user de-
sires.

Thecushion thus constructed issetin a rigid
or stif]
metal formed U’ -shaped in cross-section, so as
to receive the edges of the cushion. This
frame 10 completely surrounds the cushion
and 1s shown as formed in one continuous
piece with the corners rounded, the ends of
the frame being brought together at the back
edge of the cushion and secured to each other
by a clip 11, which receives the ends, each of
which is held thereto by a screw 12, as will
be understood from Figs. 2 and 6. Thisframe
10 1s made with its outel edge rounded to
present a smooth surface Wlthout corners,
though it may be made of any desired shape
and may, if preferred, be formed with an
ornamental surface to add to the appearance
of the cushion. This frame 10 where it is
made of a single piece may be securely fas-
tened to the edges of the cushion by pressure,
though, if pr efeued SCrews or other fagteners
may also be used.

In Kigs. 9 and 10 I show a frame made up of
two parts, 10 being the main portion of the
frame, which is L.-shaped in cross-section and
Is of sufficient depth to receive the greater
part of the edge of the cushion within it.
auxiliary frame 135 is used in conjunection
with the part 10, 1t being secured thereto
after the cushion is inserted by means of
screws 14, which pass through holes 15 and
16 of the respective parts 10 and 13 and serve
to clamp the two together, so as to securely
hold the cushion within the frame. When
this form of frame is used, the stitching 6 and
7 may be dispensed with, as the sever al parts
will then be held chmped togethel between
the frames 10 and 13. In using the screws 14

in the frame one or the other of the holes 15 |

16 may be threaded to receive the end of the
screw; but as this will require the metal of
the frame to be comparatively thick I prefer
to use thinner metal and dispense with the
thread in the perforation and to use nuts for
the screws 1nstead.

In using the two-part frame 10 and 13, the
stitching together of the layers of material be-
ing dispensed with, I preferably use in con-

| ,]unctlon therewith & reinforce strip or piece

60

28, consisting, preferably, of a piece of small
wire, which is run around the edge of the four
sides of the covering-piece 5 and 1 is sewed in 1t
by turning over such edges and stitching it at
29, as shown in Iig. 11. The screws or fas-
teners 14 for holding the two parts 10 and 13
together are passed through the material to

* frame 10, whichis made, preferably of

An |

| the pin 18 may readily pass in and out.

617,449

theinside of the reinforce-wire 28, and by this
arrangement the carpet or cover pilece 9 is
prevented from pulling out from the frame.

The cushion is removably attached to the

tread 17 of the step by any suitable means,
the idea being to have the cushion firmly held

in place, and at the same time having it so at-
tached thatit can be quickly removed. Ishow
one way of removably attaching the cushion,
the same consisting of two studs or headed
pins 18, which are made fast to the tread 17 of
the step and which are designed to take in
and lock with the slots 19, formed upon the
under side of the frame 10. Theslots 19 have
their outer ends enlarged, so that the hea(illof
rm 10
cushion is placed upon the step so that the
pin enters the large part of the slot 19, and
the cushion is then moved forwardly a slight
distance to lock the pin in the smaller part of
the slot. Near theforward end of the cushion,
at each side thereof, I provide a detachable
spring-metal fastener 20, which isin the form
of a hook, having at one end a flat head 21,

which is ada,pted totakeintoa r ectann'ulmly-
shaped slot 30, formed in the under side of
the frame 10 when the hook is turned, so as
to project laterally from the cushion. The
head of the hook being thus entered in the
slot, the hook is given a quarter-turn, so as
project forwardly from the cushion and in
position to be snapped over the projecting
edge of the tread of the step 17. In this way

| the cushion is secarely mounted in place, but

‘as shown in Fig. 1.

|

may be readily removed by springing the
hooks 20 outwardly, so as to disengage that
from the edge of the step,and then pushing the
cushion inwardly to release the pins 18 from
the slots 19. If preferred, the cushion may
be attached to the step by ordinary screws
passing through holes in the frame surround-
ing the cushion and taking into the wood of
the step, into which screw-sockets may be
sunk to receive the screws to prevent muti-
lating the step.

Another feature of my improvement isthe
apron 22, with which the cushion is provided.
This apron is secured to the front edge of the
ctishion and is sufficiently long to hang down
over the riser 23 of the step and extend some
little distance out upon the tread 17 of the
step below, as shown in Figs. 1 and 5. This
apron consists of a piece of suitable material
and is generally the same material as the
cover 5 of the cushion, though a different ma-
terial may be used in order to form a contrast
or cheapen the cost of making the cushion.
This apron is provided with a waterproof
backing 24,consisting of a layer of waterproof
material or oil-cloth with the right side turned
outwardly. The apron and its backing 24
are secured together by a braid 25, which
1s stitched around the edges of the same,
The apron is shown as

being secured to the cushion, preferably, by
means of the stitching 6 and 7, (see Fig. 6,)
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- and its upper edge, by which it is attached

10

20

to the cushion, is clamped within the frame.

10, so as to give it a finished appearance.

The apron may be made of a single thickness |

of material or with the backing, as shown.
In order to hold the apron against the riser
23 of the step, I provide a rod 26, which is se-
cured by screws 27 to the riser, and this rod
stands out a sufficient distance from the face

of the riser to permit the apron to be passed |

between the two. This rod is preferably
round and is placed upon the upper part of
the riser almost immediately below the over-
hanging edge of the tread of the step, and af-
ter the cushmn 18 secured in place the apron
18 passed back of the rod and drawn down
tightly, with its lower end lying over upon the
step below, so that the cushion on such step
will overlan it and hold it down, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 3.

From the foregoing descrlptlon it will be
understood that the p&ddllﬁlf" and body or stiff-
ening piece of the cushion being protected
by the layers 2 and 4 of waterproof material
the cover or carpet 5 of the cushion may be
cleaned or washed by any well-known clean-
ing material, such as benzene, without harm-

~ing the interior structure, and in this respect

30

35

40
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the cushion presents advantages over those
now in use. If it is desired to more com-
pletely protect the interior structure of the

cushion, the waterproof material 2 and 4 may

be made 50 as t0 completely envelop the body-
piece and padding, though in the form shown
these two pieces practically constitute an en-
velop.
being so protected by waterproof material as
to permm of its being readily cleaned by liq-
uids it is also pmctlcally dust-proot, as the

waterproof covering serves to exclude the
~dust from the interior structure of the cush-

ilon. DBy virtueof being dust-proof the article
18 kept cleaner and purer, and hence its use
has advantages over other forms for sanitary
reasons. | |

I not only use ordinary carpet for the cover
0, but also use plush and like material, as well
as leather, and contemplate the use of any
suitable matem,l and also reversible ma-
terial. Where the apron is used with the
cushion, the two together form a complete
cover 11:19' for the stalrs after the manner of an
ordinary strip of car pet. At the same time

myimprovement possesses the advantage that

any one step may be uncovered without nec-
essarily uncovering the others.
It will be understood that my improved

form of cushion is not limited to use upon

stairs; but it may be applied to a chair to
take the place of an ordinary cushion or up-
holstery, as will be understood from Fig. 12,
wherein the cushion made as helembefme

(lesceribed is shaped to conform to the seat of
an ordinary chair, to which it may be secured,
It may also be used_

so as to hold it in plaee
as amatin a bath-room or as an ordinary mat.

el et L]

In addition to my improved cushion

|

|

Having thus described my invention, what

G2

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, is—

1. A detachable sectional covering for
stairs, each section comprising a cushion hav-
ing a cover u pon its upper surface and adapt-
ed to be detachably secured to the tread of
the step, and an apron secured to said cush-
ion and extending down over the riser of the
step and having its lower edge made fast, sub-

stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. 'The combination of a cushion having a
cover upon its upper surface, a stiff frame
secured to the edges of said cushion, and

76

75

80

means for detachably securing the cushion in -

place, substantially as and for the purpose

set forth. _ | |

3. The combination of a cushion having a
cover upon its upper surface, a rigid frame
within which the cushion 18 mounted by its

edges, and a supplemental strip or frame pro-

vided with fasteners for securing it to said

frame for clamping the cushion within the

frame, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

4, A stair-cushion comprlsmg a layer of
stiffening material and suitable padding ma-

terial, a waterproof jacket enveloping said

cushion, and a cover secured upon the sur-
face, and means for detachably securing said

cushion to the tread of the step,substantially

as and for the purpose set forth.

5. A stair-cushion comprising padding ma-
terial, and a jacket for enveloping the same,
a piece of braid or the like secured by one
edge around the edges of the cushion, a cover
secured to the cushion upon 1its upper side,
said braid being normally concealed and
adapted upon removal of the cover to have
secured thereto a new cover, substa,ntmlly as
as and for the purpose set forth.

6. The combination of a cushion, a stiff
frame secured to the edges of said cushlon
and detachable sprlnﬂ'-fasteners adapted to
be secured to said frame for engaging a fixed
point for detacha,bly securing the cushlon in

place.

7. The combination of a cushion, a stiff
frame secured to the edges of said cushion,

‘slots formed in said frame for receiving fixed

pins to removably secure the cushion in place,

“andspring-fasteners mounted uponsaidframe

for engaging fixed points to hold the cushion

in place
8. The combination of a eushlon a stiff

frame secured to the edges of said cushlon

slots formed in said fmme and detachable
spring-fasteners prowded with notched ends
adapted to take in the slot in the frame and

to lock therewith when given a partial turn

for detachably securing _said cushion in place.
9. The combination of a stair-cushion pro-

vided with an apron for covering the riser of

the step, and a rod mounted upon the upper
part of the riser immediately below the step
for holding the apron against the riser.
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10. The combination of a cushion, a cover | my hand, this 11th day of November, 1897, it
for the upper surface of the same, a reinforce | the presence of two subseribing witnesses.
strip or wire secured around the edges of said - > T -- .
cover, and a frame provided with fasteners B PETER K. SAPONOFL.

s for securing the cushion within 1t, substan- Witnesses:

tially as and for the purpose set forth. WiLLIs FOWLER,
In testimony whereof I have hereunto sef A. M. IHAYES.
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