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WILLIAM MUSSMAN, OF SPRAGUEVILLE, IOWA.

FRUIT-PIIC'KER.

SPECIFICATION forming pert of Letters Patent No. 617,346, dated January 10, 1899,
Apphcetmn ﬁled June 8, 1898. Serial No, 682 005, (Nomodel)

To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM MUSSMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Spragueville, in the county of Jackson and
State of Jowa, have invented a new and use-
ful Frmt—-Pleker of which the following 1s a
specification.

This invention relates to fruit plekels or
gatherers and is designed to improve the
eonstruetlen of such dev1ees and provide an
exceedingly simple and durable picker.
~ To this end the present invention consists
in a head having a series of prongs or fingers
disposed in an are of a circle, a ﬂenﬂ'e or
shoulder arranged opposite the series of
prongs, formmﬂ' a pocket to hold the fruit,
and.a socket prowded upon the under snde
of the head and arranged to project at the
same side as the pocket, said socket toreceive
handles of different lengths.

Further objects and advantages of the 1m-
provements will be hereinafter more fully de-
scribed, shown in the accompanying draw-
ings, and particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a pelspeetwe
view of the 1nvent10n
spective view of the frame “for the pocket.

Corresponding parts in both figuresare de-
noted by like characters of reference

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
flat head of circular or dlsk -like form and
constructed of wood, having a suitable socket
2 secured to the under side of the head and
disposed at an angle thereto, preferably of
forty-five degrees. This socket 1s adapted to
receive a stick or handle 3, which may be
varied in length to suit the reqmrements of
the case. |

Arranged upon the upper face of the head |

1 and opp031te the socket 2 is a series of
prongs or fingers 4, arranged near the edge
of the head and dlspesed upon an arc of 2
cirele equally upon each side of the longitu-
dinal axis of the device.

To provide a pocket to hold the fruit after
it has been picked from the branch, a frame
5 is mounted upon the head opposu;e the se-
ries of prongs. This frame is preferably con-
structed of eteut wire, having its extremities
bent info arms 6, which are suitably secured
to the upper face of the head near its edge,

Fig. 2 is a detail per- |

| having the intermediate portion thereof bent

into a segmental form, which is arranged
horlzontally above the head and supported
thereon by the arms 6. To complete the

pecket some stout material 7, of canvas, wire

screen, or the like, is fastened around the
pemphery of the head inclosed by the above-
mentioned frame by nails or other suitable
means S and is stretched upon the frame and
secured thereto by sewing or in any preferred
manner. -

In operating the device the handle is ma-
nipulated to seat the fruit upon the head
and within the series of prongs, when the de-

vice is drawn downward, the prongs pulling -

against the fruit until it is separated from
the branch and is deposited into the pocket
formed by the canvas stretched upon the
frame 9.
ciently large to hold a number of apples or

‘the like, and when the pocket is full the

picker is lowered to the ground and the fruit
removed, thus avoiding the bruising and con-

‘sequent demawe caused by those plckers em-

ploying a bag or chute to convey the frmt to
the operator.

The wall of. the pocket formed by the ma-
terial 7 constitutes a cushioned pocket to re-
ceive and retain the fruit upon the head and
prevent bruising thereof.

This lnventlon presents an exceedmgly ef-
ficient and durable fruit-gatherer, which 1is
capable of changes in Its fmm proportwn
and minor deta,ﬂs without depertmn* from the
spirit and scope or sacrificing any of the
advantages thereof, and I therefore do not
wish to be understood as limiting myself to
the precise construction and arrangement as
herein shown and described.
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Each device is constructed suffi-
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Having thus deseribed my invention, what -

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, is—
1. Tn a fruit-picker, the combination of a
flat disk-like or circular head having a series

of individual fingers or prongs-extending.

from the head in an arc of a circle, a pocket
arranged opposite the series of ﬁnﬂ'ers and
formmﬂ' a continuation of the same, and COI.-
prising a frame formed of wire bent into seg-
mental form, the ends of the wire formmﬂ'
attaching-arms, suitable material stretehed
over seid frame to form a cushioned pocket,
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and a handle fitted to the head, substantially
as shown and described.

2. In a fruit-picker, the combination of a
flat circular or disk-like head having a series
of fingers or prongs extending from the head
In an arc of a circle, a pocket arranged op-
posite the series of fingers and forming a con-
tinuation of the latter, and comprising a
frame formed from a single length of wire
bent intermediate its ends into segmental
form, the segmental portion being arranged

- in a horizontal plane, and the ends of the

wire being bent at approximately right an- |
gles to the plane of the segmental portion to |
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form attaching-arms, and suitable material
stretched over the frame and connected
thereto and to the portion of the periphery of
the head inclosed by the frame, and a handle
fitted to the head, substantially as shown and
deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM MUSSMAN.

. Witnesses:
W. C. F. BLOSSFELD,
. C. PANKOW.
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