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To all whom & may concerw:

Be it known that I, THOMAS K ORSTNER,
of Sigel, in the county of Brown and State
of Minnesota, have invented a new and Im-
proved VET&G‘OII-BOYZ of which the following i 18
a full, cleal and exact description.

The ob;]eet of my invention is to provide
a collapsible wagon-box of simple yet dura-
ble and economiec construction and capable

of being quickly knocked down and expedi--

tiously and conveniently set up and secured
in working position.
Another object of the invention is to so

~ construct a collapsible wagon-body that when
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it 1s set up it will be as firm as a box having
all of its parts permanently connected. |

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a collapsible vehicle-box capable of ap-
plication to the running-gear of any bolster-
vehicle.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the ¢laims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a partof thisspecification,
in which similar- eheraeters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the improved
wagon-box. Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the
same; and Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse sec-
tion throu'D*h the improved box, looking to-
ward the rear of the wagon.

A represents the for Ward bolster of the
running-gear of a wagon, and B the rear bol-
sterof said running-gear. The body of the box
consists, pumarlly, of two or more bottom
planks 10, which are brought together with
an mterlecklnﬂ' or Ovella,ppmﬂ' eonneetlon 11,
as 18 partleulmly shown in Fig. 8, and mde
boards 12, which are adapted £ 1*est at their
bottom edges upon the upper taces of the out-
ermost bottom boards 10. The body is prac-
tically completed by the addition of a f10nt
board 13 and a rear board 14.

In order that the bottom boards 10 shall not
slip on the bolsters, battens 15 and 16 are se-
cured transversely upon their under sur-
faces, the distance between the opposing bat-
tens being sufficient to receive the upper
portion of the forward bolster A. Inaddition

to the bottom battens 15 and 16 a forward |

upper ‘batten 17 is secured upon the uppel

face of each of the bottom boards 10, like-

wise a rear upper batten 18, the for ward up-
per batten 17 being adapted to have bearing

against the outer faee of the front board 13 |

Whlle the rear upper batten 18 is arranged to
have bearing against the outer face of the

end or tail bochd 14 of the body, asisclearly
shownin Fig. 2. Inorderthattheside boards

12 shall not slip inwardly when placed upon

‘the bottom boards, vertical gunides 19, which
are in the form of battens, are seem-ed to the -

outer faces of the said side boards 12, prefer-

ably at or near their centers, and the lower

ends of the guides 19 are erranﬂ'ed to extend
downwar dly to an engagement with the outer
side edges of the outer bottom planks 10, as
shown partlcularly in Fig. 2. Handles 20 are
also preferably secured to the outer faces of
the side boards 12 at or near the gunides 19.
The body is clamped together and held in
proper position on the running-gear by means
of a clamp C, which clamp comprises vertical
arms 21, that extend upwardlyalong the outer
face of eaeh side board 12 to a point above
the upper edges of the said side boards, and a
bottom Seetlon 292, which is carried across all
of the bottom beards 10 of the body, asshown
in Fig. 3.

Lock- levers 23, pleferably of angular for-
mation, are 1oeated in the upper ends of the
side or Verticel members 21 of the clamps,
and the horizontal portions of the lock-levers
extend over the upper edges of the sides 12

of the body, and their vertical members,

when the locks are in operative position, ex-
tend down along and in engagement with the
inner faces of the side pieces 12 of the body,
as is also shown in Fig. 3. When the locking
devices 23 are manipllla,ted so that their vert.i-
cal sections are in the upright position 1llus-
trated in dotted linesin Kig. 3, theside pieces
of the wagon-body may be readily removed,

together with the bottom boards, since the
elamp C will drop to the ground. 7The body
is further strengthened and supported by
reason of the usual box-rods, one of which, 24,

is located at the front of ‘the box-body in
front of the front board 135, the rod being
provided with a head at one end and a wing-
nut 25 at the opposite end. The other box~

rod (designated as 26) is located outside of
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the tail-board 14 and is also provided with a
head at one end and a wing-nut 27 at the
opposite end.

In the operation of 131118 device when it 1s
to be set up the floor-boards are placed in
position upon the bolsters of the running-
gear and are made to interlock. Next the

side boards are placed in position, being con- |

nected by the box-rods 24 and 26,and finally
the clamp C is brought to bear on the box-
body. Undersuch aconstruction the box-body
when set up will be as durable and as rigid
as a box-body having its parts permanently
secured together, especially since the front
board 13 and the tail-board 14 are so con-
structed that their upper portions at the ends
will extend over and engage with the upper

edges of the side boards 12 of the said box-
body

When it is desired to remove the box-body,
the locking devices 23 of the clamp are dis-
connected frorn the side boards, as hereto-
fore stated, whereupon the clamp will drop to
the gr ound., The box-rods are then removed
from the body, and the side pieces, together
with the bottom boards of the b()t-body, may
at that time be readily removed from the
ranning-gear. Ifisevident that through the
medium of the handles 20 a single individual
may disconnect the side boards from the bot-
tom boards after the said boards have been
released from their connecting devices.

Having thus described my invention, T
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A box-body, consisting of bottom boards
arranged for connection with each other, side
boards adapted to rest upon the outermost bot-
tom boards, and a clamp comprising a bar en-

gaging the under surface of the bottom boards.

and the outer faces of the side boards, the said
clamp being provided at its upper ends with
rotatable L. -shaped bars projecting over the
upper edges of the side boards and adapted
to turn down into engagement with the inner
faces of said side boards.

2. A collapsible wagon-box consisting of
bottom boards having interlocking connee-

‘tion, side boards adapted to rest upon the.
outermost bottom boards, guides for the side

boards, limiting their inward movement, and
a clamp consisting of a bottom member ex-
tending beneath the bottom boards and up-
wardly at the outside of the side boards, each
upper member of the clamp being provided
with a bent locking-bar journaled therein and

. adapted to engage the inner faces of the side

boards when turned down.
3. A box-body for vehicles, comprising bot-

tom boards having interlocking connection,

the said bottom boards being det&ehable one
from the other, side boards engaging with the
upper faces of the outermost bottmn boards,
box -rods connecting the side boards, bat-
tens secured to the upper faces of the bottom

boards, engaging respectively with the outer .

faces of the front and the tail boards, form-
ing a portion of the body, battens secured to
the under faces of the bottom boards, ar-
ranged to receive between them a bolster of
the running-gear of the vehicle, and a clamp-
ing device, consisting of a bar extending be-
neath the bottom boards, standards at each
end and a locking-bar journaled in the upper
end of each standard and adapted to turn
down to engage the upper inner surface of
the side boards.

4. The combination,with the bolsters of the
running-gear of a vehiele, bottom boards sup-
ported by the sald bolsters, each bottom board
being provided with opposing.battens on its
under faces, adapted to receive between them
the upper portion of a bolster, and battens

secured to the upper faces of the said bot-

tom boards at the front and at the rear, of
side boards adapted to be supported by the
outermost bottom boards, a guide secured to
the outer face of each of the side boards, en-
gaging with the outer longitudinal edge of
its supporting bottom board, front and tail
boards located between the side boards, en-
gaging with the upper battens of the side
boards, box-rods connecting the side boards
and located adjacent to the front and the tail
boards of the body, and a clamping device
comprising a horizontal member that extends
transversely beneath and in engagement with
the bottom boards, vertical members that ex-
tend upward from the horizontal member in
engagement with the outer faces of the side
boards, and locking devices carried by the
vertical members of the clamp, the locking
devices being arranged for engagement with
the inner faces of the said side boards, for
the purpose specified.

5. A clamp for a wagon-box, comprising a
bar adapted to extend acrossand beneath the

‘box, a standard at each end engaging the

outer surfaces of the side boards, and an L-
shaped bar journaled in the upper end of

each standard and adapted to turn down so
as to engage the inner surfaces of the side

boards.
THOMAS FORSTN ER.

Witnesses:
JOs. A. KCKSTEIN,
R. PPFEFFERLE.
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