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To all whom tt may concert: -

- Be 1t known that I, JOSEPH A. WILLIAMS,
of Cleveland, county of Cuyahoga, and State
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Binding-Posts for Elec-
trical, Telephonic, or Telegraphic Instru-
ments; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled
1n the art to which it pertains to make and
use the same. .

My invention relates to improvements in
binding-posts for electrical, telephonie, and
telegraphic instruments, and more especially
to a binding-post designed for the wires that
lead to and from a telephone-receiver or other
instrument that is exposed to careless han-
dling or rough usage. |

The object of the invention 1s to provide a
post to which the connecting-wire is so held
as to maintain adequate contact between the
wire and the post and that is durable and ex-
ceedingly simple in construction.

With this object in view the invention con-
sists in certaln features of construection and
combinations of parts hereinafter desecribed,
and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
aviewof the rear end of a telephone-receiver
provided with my improved binding - post.

Fig. Il is a vertical section on line II II, Fig.

I. Fig. III is a vertical section on line III
111, Fig. I.

Referring to the drawings, A designates the
case of a telephone-receiver,and B one of the
binding-posts attached to the rear end of the
receiver. |

Myimproved binding-post comprisesa plate
a. 'T'his plateis preferably oblong and is pro-
vided with two holes a' ¢', formed in oppo-
site ends, respectively, of the plate for the
purpose of accommodating the reception of
screws B, that are employed in securing the
plate to the receilver or instrument. Platea
at or near its central portion is provided with
a hole a* for accommodating the location and
operation of a screw C, that forms a part of
The said screw extends

formed in the case of the receiver or instru-

wire D, connecting with the said post.

}

head, collar, or laterally-projecting member
C', that overlaps and engages the tip of the

The

said head bears upon the wire and holds the 55

latter to its seat, thatis formed upon a saddle
with which plate a is provided. Plate a is
preferably a sheet-metal piece, and the wire-
engaging saddle consists, preferably, of two

members a® a®, projecting or bent outwardly 6o

from and integral with the said plate, and the
said twooutwardly-bentsaddle-forming mem-
bers of the plate are provided with depres-
sions or recesses ¢* for receiving the wire and

form outwardly-diverging springs that act in 65

the direction to press the wire against the
secrew’s head when the screw has been screwed
inwardly far enough to exert a pressure upon
the said springs. It will be observed that the
said springs are formed between the plate and
the screw’s head at one side of the screw’s
shank, and the plate at the opposite side of
the shank and between the screw’s head and
the plate has an outwardly-projecting stop-
forming flange ¢®, thatlimits the inward move-
ment of the screw and projects outwardlyfar
enough to arrest the inward movement of the
screw before the latter has exerted an undue
pressure upon the springs.
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I would have it understood that my inven- 8o

tion is not limited to the exact details of the
preferred construction illustrated, but em-
braces, broadly, such a relative arrangement
of a spring and a laterally-projecting member
upon the wire-connecting screw of a binding-

post as will cause the wire to be clamped be-

tween the spring and the said member of the
screw and maintain by means of the said
spring an adequate contact between the screw
and the wire.

What I claim is—

1. A binding -post of the character indi-
cated, comprising a plate, a saddle or bearing
for the wire, a screw having a head or mem-

85'
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ber overlapping the saddle, and a stop ar- 95

ranged to limit the inward movement of the
screw, substantially as set forth.

2. A binding -post of the character indi-
cated, comprising a screw having a head, col-
lar or laterally - projecting member, and a
spring at one side of the screw’s shank, and

ment and at its outer end is provided with a | the relative arrangement of the said spring
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and the said member of the screw being such
that they are capable of clamping a wire intro-
duced between them.

3. A binding-post of the character indi-

cated, comprising a plate, a screw provided

with abentcollarorlaterally-projecting mem-
ber, and a spring at one side of the screw’s
shank and between the plale and the said
member of the serew and formed by an out-
wardly-projecting member of the plate, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.
4. A binding-post of the charactfer indi-

cated, comprising a plate, a screw having a

head, collar or laterally-projecting member,
and a spring at one side of the screw’s shank
and between the plate and the said member
of the screw and formed by two outwardly-
projecting members of the plate arranged a
suitabledistance apartand in position to form
two bearings for the wire, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

5. A binding -post of the character indi-
cated, comprising a screw havinga head, col-
lar or laterally-projecting member, and a
spring at one side of the screw’s shank and
having a wire-receiving depression or recess
opposite the inwardly-facing surface of the
said member of the screw, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

6. A binding-post of the character indi-
cated, comprising a plate, a screw having a
head, collar or laterally-projecting member,
and springs arranged betweeen the plate and
the said member of the screw and formed by

two members projecting and diverging out-
wardly from and integral with the plate and
provided with depressions or recesses in their
outer ends, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth. - |

7. A binding -post of the character indi-
cated, comprising a plate, a screw having a
head, collar or laterally-projecting member, &
spring between the plate and the said mems-
ber of the screw, and a flange formed upon
the plate in position to be engaged by the said
member of the serew when the latter has been
actuated inwardly far enough to cause a wire
interposed between it and the spring to place
the spring under tension, substantially as set
forth. | |

S. The combination with the instrument;
of the binding-post comprising the following:
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a plate secured to the instrument; a screw

extending through the said plate and engag-
ing a correspondingly-threaded hole in the
instrument and having a head, collar or lat-
erally-projecting member; a spring formed

upon the plate between the plate’s body por-

tion and the said member of the screw, and
a stop for limiting the inward moving ot the
serew upon screwing the latter inwardly, sub-

‘stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

- Signed by me, at Cleveland, Ohio, this 24th
day of May, 1898. | |
Witnesses:
C. II. DORER,
A. II. PANETT.
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