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Lo all whom it maiy concern: o
Be it known that I, EDWARD KIRK WAR-

REN, a citizen of the United States, residing

at Three Oaks, in the county of Berrien and

State of Michigan, have invented a certain

new and useful Improvementin Dress-Waists,
of which the following is a.specification.
My invention relates to improvements in
dress-waists or similar garments for women.
As heretofore constructed where a waist
has been properly stiffened at the seams to
conform to the body of the wearer and the
stiffeners or stays have been extended to the

bottom of the waist the material between
fening would loop up in an irregular

the stiff
line, like a scallop, between the points of at-
tachment of the stiffeners, and also, owing to
the fact that the stiffeners or stays were not
properly secured, wrinkles would form in the
garment above the same. - |
The objects of this invention are, first, to
provide a construction of dress-waist which
shall conform to the body of the wearer and

which shall be so supported -and stiffened |

that it shall preserve the lines and curves

laid out at the time of its construction; sec-

ond, to provide an improved construction of
waist in which the stiffeners or stays are so
controlled that their position does not vary
from slight strain put upon them, conse-

quently retaining the material of the waist in |

perfect form, so that it will keep its shape

~ after long-continued use,thus making the ma-
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terial thereof, which consequently reeceives
much less strain, last the longer; third, to
provide a means of properly retaining the
bottom of a waist smooth and preventing a

~ stretching or expansion of the material there-
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~of, which it has been impossible to practically

prevent heretofore, owing to the necessity of
using material on the bias to properly stiffen
the same that would expand with the mate-
rial and prevent wrinkles. = |

Further objects will definitely appear in-

the detailed desecription to follow. |

L accomplish the objects of my invention by
the devices and means described in the fol-
lowing specification,pointed outin the claims,
and 1llustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which— |

Figure 1 is an exterior perspective view of
one-half of a waist with the sleeve removed

!

l

embodying the features of iy invention.
Fig. 2 18 an interior view of the same, show-
ing the position and relation of the stiffeners
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and stays, a portion of the facing being cut

away and thrown open to show the relation
of the parts to each other.
larged detail sectional view on line 3 3 of Fig.

‘2, showing the relation of the various stiffen-

ers to the garment. Fig. 4 is a view similar
to ¥ig. 2 of a slightly-modified construction.

In the drawings similar letters of reference
refer to similar parts throughout the several

Views. ’

Referring to the lettered parts of the draw-
ing, A represents a waist which is or may be
of the usual form of close-fitting waists, or
walst-lining, for that matter. Secured to the
seam thereof are suitable stays or stiffeners,
preferably feather-bone, which is made from
the quils of feathers, substantially according
to the description contained in my Patent
No. 311,621, issued February 3,1885, and at-
tached to the seam by substantially the same

method as that shown in my Patent No.

827,650, issued October 6, 1885.

One of the stays or stiffeners Cis extended
from the bottom of the waist to the armhole
and is of sufficient stiffness to prevent any

wrinkling between the bottom of the waist

and the armhole. = The stiffener is placed in
the waist-body before the sleeve is sewed in
and the npper end of it is stretched into the
seam. ‘T'he remaining stay or stiffeners D

are of lesser length, to suit the convenience

or desire of the wearer:

Across the bottom edge of the waist and
lower ends of stiffeners D D and C is securely
stitched a transverse stiffener B. This holds
all vertical stiffeners in snbstantially a fixed
relation to each other, so that the strain put
upon any one of them is distributed to the
others and does not unduly strain any part

| of the fabric of the garment, thus preserving

the fit of the same. |
The resilient stiffener B is of sufficient stiff-
ness to prevent the material of the garment
from sagging away from the points or lower
ends of the stiffeners or stays D, and conse-

quently preserves the contour of the same at-

these points, and, as I have heretofore inti-
mated, by being attached to all of the stays

Fig. 3 is an en--
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the stays themselves are held in the correct
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- side of the stiffener.
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position, so that the waist retains its e"xa,-ct

form at all times and cannot be subjected to
severe local strain, and also will preserve the
garment in its original artistic shape when it
18 so produced, thus adding to its beanty as
well as to i1ts durability.

The stiffener B at the bottomis first stitched
to the lower edge of the waist and folded in,
forming a smooth hem without the stitching
appearing on the outside. The stays C and
D D are then ripped off a little way from the
bottom and the uncovered edge of the stiff
ener placed under the same. The stays are
thensecurely stitched to thestiffenerand hold
it in place. (See Fig. 3.) This forms a
smooth and flat ev.terlor which will keep its
shape indefinitely.

In Fig. 4 Ishow the stays secured to the out-
. In this construction the
ends of the stays form slight projections that
are exposed to wear. All of the advantages
of the support are, however, secured.

I desire to state in this connection that the

“improved construction is available in those

garments which do not have a stay extending
entuely to the armhole. The cross-stiffener
at the bottom properly conforms to the edge
when secured to the stays D, no matter to
what height they extend, and preserves the
contour and figure of the garment until it is
worn out. Thestay C, extending to the arm-

hole from the bottom of the waist, however,
possesses great merit in keeping the garment
in shape and is superior to any other arrange-
mendt.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

616,644

1. A dress-waist with stiffeners secured to
the seams thereof and extending to the bot-
tom, a broad stifiening-band extending trans-
versely and secured to the vertical stays along
the bottom edge of the garment from the hip
portion forwardly and downwardly to the
front and rearwardly and downwardly at the
back, said stiffening conforming to the waist-
curves of the body, for the purpose speci-
fied.

2. A Walst constructed with stiffeners or
dress-stays secured to the seams thereof and
extending from the bottom up, one of whmh
extends to the armhole and a transverse stiff
ener secured to the bottom of the wailst and
extending from the side portion downwardly
and forwmdly and downwardly and rear-

wardly conforming to the outlines of the body

and secured to the lower ends of said verti-
cal stiffeners, for the purpose specitied.

3. A wa,lst constructed with stiffeners or
dress-stays secured to the seams thereof ex-
tending from the bottom up, a transverse
stiffener attached to the bottom of said waist

and folded under to conceal the seam and ex-

tending from the side portion downwardly
and forwardly and also downwardly and rear-
wardly to conform to the curvature of the
body and secured to the lower ends of the up-
right stiffeners, for the purpose specified.

In witness whereof 1 have hereunto set my

hand and sealin the presence of two witnesses.
EDWARD KIRK WARREN. [I. 8]
Witnesses:
Wu. C. HALL,

MARY A. DAVID%ON
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