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Lo all whom it may concern:

BeitknownthatI, WRIGHT R. CARTLEDGE,
manutacturer, of the city of Toronto, in the
county of York, in the Province of Ontario,
Canada, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Bandage Fabrics, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in

bandages for abdominal and other purposes:
and the object of the invention isto devise a
fabric for bandages of this class which will
not turn up or curl at the outer edges there-
of, but will conform closely to the figure or
other portion of the body designed to be cov-
ered, and thereby maintain an even pressure
throughout its width; and it consists, essen-
tially, of a knitted fabric comprising a num-
ber of courses looped together and having a
supplemental course knitted between the or-
dinary regular courses and having placed
longitudinally therein an elastic thread or
cordd which 1Is knitted into the fabric from
the bottom to the top edge in a continuous
thread or cord, the fabric being otherwise ar-
ranged 80 as to leave a smooth portion next
the body and the ribs to the outside, as here-
inafter more particularly explained.

Iigure 1 is a perspective view showing the
general appearance of an abdominal bandage
constructed in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 is an exaggerated view of a portion of
the fabrie, showing the wvarious courses of
stitches and the supplemental stitches with
continuous elastic threads placed therein, the
threads being drawn apart to exhibit the pe-
culiar manner of knitting the courses. TFig.
5 18 & similar view to Fig. 2, showing an alter-
native form of knitting the courses. Fig. 4
Is & section either through Fig. 2 or Fig. 3.

In the drawings like letters and numerals
of reference indicate corresponding parts in
each figure. -

A 1s the thread or yarn, of which « is the
lower course or series of loops.

b 1s the elastic thread or cord, which passes
through the lower or edge portions of the loops
first under one loop and over the adjacent
loop alternately, as indicated. The course

of loops & are on the edge of equal length.
The next course of loops ¢’ are alternately
of unequallength, and the continuous elastic

| thread B is looped at the end and passes al-

ternately behind one loop and in front of the
other from end to end of the fabric. The

next course (marked «*) passes from the end 53

marked 11in substantially V-shaped loops and
ordinary loops alternately through the shorter
loops of the course marked ¢'. The end
marked 2 of the course ¢~ passes up into the

course ¢°, which consists of a series of loops 6o

of equal length. The course of the loops ¢
passes through the ordinary loops and V-
shaped loops of the course ¢ and the alter-
nate loops of the course ¢’ pass through the

elongated alternate loops of the course o' at 65

the same point as they pass through the V-
shaped alternate loops of the course 2.

It will be noticed that the continuous elas-
tic thread or cord is looped at the end 3 and

passes through under the elongated loops of 70

the course «' and the V-shaped alternate
loops of the course ¢? and over the ordinary
loops of the course ¢® It will thus be seen
that the continuous elastic thread or cord is

completely incased, and especially will this 45

be understood when it is comprehended that
all the courses lie close together, as shown
in the drawings, the V-shaped loops being
practically parallel with the rest of the loops.

This form so far described is for the outer 8o

edge of the bandage and may be repeated
into as many rows or courses as may be de-
sired. | |

In the interior portion I preferably provide

the continuous elastic thread with looped 85
ends on the ends of the fabric in every sec-

ond course of loops instead of every course
of loops at the edge, where it is necessary to
have the elastic thread or cord close together,
so as to prevent curling up.
fore be noticed that the next courses af, com-
prised of long and short loops, are knit
through the loops of the course ¢®, and the
next course ¢°, containing the V-shaped loops

in alternation with the ordinary loops, are g5

knit through the loops of the course a*. The
inner end of the V-shaped loop portion of the
course extends to the end of the loops of the
course ¢". The course «f following, as to

the loops thereof, are of equal length and half 100

passthrough the elongated loops of the course

| a*, aswell as the apexes of the V-shaped loops

It will there- go



i)

alternately. The other half of the loops pass
through the ordinary loops of the course a’.
The end 4 of the continuous elastic thread
or cord passes through under the elongated
s loops of the course a* and the V-shaped loops
of the course ¢’, but over the ordinary loops
of the course ¢® thus completely incasing
such elastie cord or thread, so that when the
courses are of the exact size no such thread
10 appears except when stretched, and this 1s
just exactly similar to the passage of the
elastic cord or thread, hereinbefore described,
as to the former V-shaped loops and the cor-
responding loops of the course. At the end
rs 5 the elastic thread or cord is turned again
and passes two sets of loops similarly formed
to the loops of the courses a*and ¢°, and this
form will be maintained until the opposite
edge of the bandage is reached, when it 1S
20 formed, as hereinhefore described,. corre-
sponding to the loops of the courses a ¢’ and
a®* and a’. |
I have only shown three sets of courses of
‘Joops on the edge; but it will of course be
25 understood that there may be as many rows
of courses as may be desired to give the req-
uisite strength and prevent curling up. Un-
der ordinary circumstances I find that ten
courses make the material at the edges suffi-
3o ciently wide to produce the desired effect.
In the manner in which I have described
mvy knitted fabriec with its elastic thread 1t
will be noticed on reference to Fig. 4 that the
ends of the loops will be presented on the left-
3¢ hand side of Fig. 4, while the smooth portion,
which will be next the body, will be on the
opposite side, as indicated in this figure, thus
making theside nextthe body softer, and thus
more comfortable. |
40 InFig.3Ishowanalternativeform in which
the supplemental courses, which I term “‘ V-
shaped,” arearranged somewhat differently—
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that is, the apexes of the oppositely-situated

V-shaped loops in each supplemental course .

all point the same way instead of iIn oppo-
site directions, as described in Fig. 2. The

same principle, however, in the knitting and

45

arrangement of the elastic cord is carried

throughout.

It must be again stated and clearly under--

stood that when the knitting is of the actual
size and not stretched out, as appears in the
drawings, the loops will all of course lie to-

gether and the supplemental rows of V shape
will have the sides of the loops parallel to each

other. |
What I claim as my invention is— |
A bandage fabric comprising a plurality ot

series of courses, each series having the first

course thereof composed of a series of loops
of equal size, the second course composed of

short and long loops alternately arranged, the

third course composed of oval and V-shaped
loops alternately disposed, and the fivstcourse
of the second series composed of loops of

‘equal length, said loops alternately passing

55

6o

through the oval loops of thesaid third course

and through both the elongated loops of the

second and the V-shaped loops of said third o

course and the elastic cord passed alternately
over and under the loops of the first course
and then doubled and passed alternately over
and under the loops of the second course and

doubled again and passed over the oval loops
of the third course and under the V-shaped

loops of said course and the long loops of

70" ..

75

the second course and doubled around the -
first course of the second series and passed

between the loops of the third course of said
second series, substantially as described.

WRIGHT R. CARTLEDGH.
Witnesses:
B. Bovyp,
A. H. MCADAM.
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