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(No model.)

To all whom it may concerin:

be 1t known that I, ELMER E. SPEXCER, re-
siding at Meriden, in the county of New Ha-
ven and State of Connectmut have invented
a new and useful Stamp- IIandle of which the
following is a speclfication.

My mvenmon is in the nature of a handle
for stamps to be used for dating or postmark-
g letters or other analogous purposes.

The object of my invention is to furnish
a handle for said stamps which by reason

~of 1ts elasticity will render the operation of

using the stamp much less laborions and will

imsure a much larger percentage of perfect
1mpressions.

My invention consists in the detailed form

and arrangement of parts hereinafter fully
deseribed, and atterward specifically pointed
out in the claims.

In order to enable others skilled in the art
towhich my invention mostnearlyappertains
to make and use the same, I will now proceed
to describe its construction and operation,
having reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, for ming part of this Speclﬁcatlon in
which—

Figure 1 is a pelspeetwe view of a stamp
pr 0V1ded with an elastic support and hand-
hold, the stamp being shown in the act of
postmarkmg a letter. Fig. 2 is a side eleva-
tion of the stamp- support and ha,ndhold the
IFig. 3 1is

stamp-holder, showing the attaching means.
Fig. 4 shows modified f%stemno* means.

L1Le letters of reference mark the same
parts wherever they occurin the different fig-
ures of the drawings.

Referring to the dmwmws by lettels Ailsa
Stamp-head such as is usually used in datmw
or postmarking letters or other mail.
projects upward from the stamp-head, passes
through a perforation C in the outer end D of
a ﬂeﬂble strip or support K, which is pro-
vided atits opposite end with a suitable hand-
hold I, said stamp-head being held in Posi-
tlon by means of a thumb- nut (x, engaging

threads on the pinB. Inthe fas‘remnﬁ' shown |

in Fig. 4 the pin B is provided with a trans-
verse opening and a pin G’ inserted therein,
dispensing with the nut G. Either a nut Al
or a collar or washer A® may be placed on the

Aplnly

——

i

| pin B between the head A and handle D, as

may be desired.

The flexible support and handhold E and
I, together with the thickened or rigid end
D for recelving the stamp-head, are made of
one single piece of tough elastic wood, which,
1n order to take advantage of its elasticity

and toughness, is made with the grain run-

ning lengthwise. This leaves the front end,
where the stamp-handle is attached,
liable to be split when handling it, and to
prevent this 1 have inserted a small cross-
bar I, of wood, in a notch in its outer end,
with 1ts grain running crosswise of the grain
of the handle, said cross-bar being securely
glued therein. ,

The prime object of my invention is to fur-
nish a support and handle for a stamp in
which a portion thereof, as at E, hassufficient
elasticity and 1681116110}" to give somewhat
when the mail-matter is struck by the stamp,

-and in carrying out my invention I have

found it possible to accomplish this resultin
several different ways.

T'0 operate my invention, the handhold is
grasped at the end, as shown in Fig. 1, and
the stamp-head first struck upon the inking-
pad and tnen upon the letters to be post-
marked. This operation will be continuous
until all the letters are disposed of.

By reason of the elasticity of the handle
the postmarks will be better impressed upon
the letter. 'This is due to the fact that even
when the blow 1s not square and level upon

the face of the letter the torsional resiliency

of the handle will permit the whole face of
the stamp to come in contact with the letter.

While I have illustrated and described the
best means now known to me for carrying out
my invention, I desire it to be understood
that 1 do not restriet myself to the exact de-
tails of construction shown, but hold that
any slight changes or variations in such de-
tails as would suggest themselves to the or-
dinary mechanic will clearly fall within the
limit and scope of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. A stamp holder or handle consisting of

a single piece of tough elastic wood with the

grain running lengthwise having its forward
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end slotted, with a cross-bar secured in said
slot with its grain running crosswise to the
orain of the handle, the holder being provided
at one end with means for attachment of the
stamp-head to one side thereof, and at the
other end with a suitable handhold.

2. As an article of manufacture, a stamp-
holder as herein described, consisting of a
single piece of tough wood with the grain run-
ning lengthwise, being formed atoneend into
a suitable handhold ¥, thin in its central

portion at E to render it sufficiently elastic, |

m—

and thickened at its outer end D to furnish
sufficient material in which to provide an
opening C through which to pass the attach- 15
ing -screw of the stamp-head, and slotfted
across its outer edge for the reception of a

stiffening and bracing cross-rod G to be glued

therein with its grain running ¢rosswise, sub-
stantially as desecribed.
ELMER K. SPENCER.
VWitnesses:
ALICE F. SPENCER,
JENNIE 1. FAIRCHILD.
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