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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLIE ELSWORTH
KUHN, of Mont Alto, in the county of Frank-
Iin and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
a new and Improved Combination Article for
Household Use, of which the following -is a
full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to an improvement in
combination articles for household use and
comprises as a base a frame which has cor-
ner-posts secured together by suitable cross

bars or rungs at each end and the end frames

connected bysuitable braces, sothat the same
may be folded when desired, and provided
with means by which various attachments
may be secured thereto, so as to adapt the
device to various uses. To this framework
as a base are secured attachments which
adapt the device for use as a table, a flower-
stand, and a clothes-rack.

The invention consists of the novel combi-

nationsand arrangements of the several parts,

as will be hereinafter described, and particu-
larly pointed out in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a longitudinal sectional eleva-
tion taken upon the line 1 1 of Fig. . Fig.
2 18 a sectional plan taken upon the line 2 2
Fig. 31s a bottom plan view of the
table-top. Tig.4 is a plan view of the frame
in its folded condition.

The framework consists of two end frames
formed by the corner-posts A and the con-
necting horizontal rungs R, R’, and R% The
bwo frames are connected to each other and
held in a vertical position by means of diag-
onal braces B, pivoted to the lower rung of
one end frame and to the middle rung of the

other end frame and crossing each other at

the middle of their length. The pivotal con-

nection of the braces to the rungsis by means

of cap-plates B? attached by rivets or their
equivalents to the ends of the braces, the
brace being suitably recessed and the cap-
plate having a raised portion, in which latter
and the recess in the brace the rung is re-
ceived. The bracesare secured to each other
and the frame is held against folding by

means of a locking-bar, which consists of a |

]r

bar orwire 0, bent at each end in planes which
are at right angles to each other and to the
body of the bar. Each of these bent ends is
1nserted in holes suitably located upon the
two braces, so that the locking-bar may be
swang upon one end as a pivot to disengage
its other end from the other bar. Either end
of the locking-bar may be used as a pivot, or
one end may be firmly fixed to one of the
braces.

To further stiffen the connection of the

braces B with the end frames, stay rods or
braces B'are provided,which are bent at their
middle, and each end is formed into an eye,

55

62

which embraces the ends of the middle rang

R’. Preferably the eyes formed at the ends
of the braces lie in recesses formed in the
rungs R’, so as to prevent movement of the
braces longitudinally upon said rungs. The
central bend formed in this rod is secured to
the brace B by means of a staple b’. This
prevents the stay-brace from sliding upon
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the brace B and holds the end frame against 75

being rocked sidewise.
When the locking-bar b is released from
one of the braces B, the upper ends of the

end frames may be swung toward the center

and the frame folded into the position shown
in Fig. 4. In this position it occupies only
a small amount of space and may be stowed
out of the way. |
The top and bottom rungs R and R2are at-
tached to the corner-posts at a point shortly
inside of either end of the post. This leaves

a portion of the post projecting above and

below the rungs. The upperend of the post
projects only a slight distance above the
rung and furnishes a point for attachment of
the table-top. This table-top is formed, as
shown clearly in Fig. 3, of two sections G, the
line of division being in the middle of the
table-top. Kach section has end cross-bars
G',which are provided with circular recesses
¢, located at such a point that when the two
halvesof the top are brought together these re-
cesses will fit over the upper ends of the cor-
ner-posts and be held thereby against sliding
sidewise. The cross-bars G’ are made longer

upon one side than upon the other and are
“cut so that one-half the width of the bar ex-
tends a greater distance than the other and
projects beyond the edge of its half of the
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table-top. The table-top may also be pro-
vided with similar projecting cross-bars G%,
located at the center of its length. The ends
of these latter bars engage beneath the two

sections of the table-top and bind the two

together, so that neither can rise without the
other also rising. Upon one end of each sec-
tion of the table-top is mounted a sliding bar
or hook H, formed of a rod bent into a U
shape, with one leg of the U longer than the
other, the longer leg being mounted to recip-
rocate longitudinally of the table-top in the
cross-bar G'. The end of this longer leg is
provided with a knob or bend,which will pre-
vent its being pulled out of the guiding-hole.
It may, however, be pulled out to such a dis-
tance that the shorter leg will clear the up-
per rung R? of the end frames. The width
of the bend is such that when the hook H is
moved inward it will closely embrace the
rung and hold the table-top upon the frame.
This construction firmly binds the table-top
to the frame and makes a light table, which
may be used for any purpose to which a table
is capable of being put. When not in use,

the table may be taken apart and folded away

- in & small space.
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Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A supporting-frame for combination
household furniture, comprising end frames
each having side posts and connecting cross-
rungs located one above the other, brace-rods
each pivoted upon the upper of said rungs
upon one frame and the lower of said rungs
upon the other frame, stay-braces consisting
of a rod having eyes in its ends embracing
and journaled upon the outer ends of the
upper of said pivot-rungs, the intermediate

portion of the stay-brace being bent and ex--

tending diagonally to the brace-rods and a
locking-staple secured to the brace-rod and
embracing the center of the stay-brace, sub-
stantially as desecribed.

2. A supporting - frame for combination .

' household furniture, comprising end frames,
- each having corner-posts and connecting

cross-rungs located one above the other, .

brace-rods pivoted upon the upper of said
rungs on one frame and thelower of said rungs
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on the other frame, and provided with lock-
receiving holes and a lock for said brace-rods,

consisting of a wire or rod having its ends ..
bent at right angles to the body thereof and-

to each other, and fitting holes in said brace-
rods, substantially as described.
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3. A combination article for household use,
comprising a frame having a cross-bar or sup-

portateach end,corner-posts projectingabove

the frame, and a top adapted to be placed on
said posts to form a table, and consisting of
two parts, each having recesses beneath 1t
adapted to receive the upper projecting ends
of the corner-posts, cross-bars attached be-
neath each end of said top and projecting
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beyond its inner edge, and a hook or voke
sliding upon said top sections and adapted -

to engage thesupporting-frame, substantially

as described.

0

4. A combination article for household use,

comprising a frame havingacross-bar orsup- -

portateach end,corner-postsprojectingabove
the frame, and a top adapted to be placedon -

said posts to form a table, and consisting of

two parts, each having cross-bars attached be- -
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neath each end, said cross-bars having holes -
adapted to receive the upperendsof the posts, . -

and a portion of the width of the inner end

of said eross-bars projecting beyond the edge

of the top, and a rod at one end of each sec-

tion, bent to form a U-shaped hook having

being reciprocable longitudinally of the top

in the cross-bars, and the short section being 35
adapted to embrace the cross-bars of the

frame, substantially as described. _
CHARLIE ELSWORTH KUHN.

Witnesses:
MAURICE D. JACOBS,
JOHN WEIL, Jr. |

one leg longer than the other, said long leg
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