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 SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 616,299, dated December 20, 1898.
Application filed January 4,1898, Serial _Nu. 865,610, (No model))

To all whom it may conecermn:

Be it known that I, AXEL EHLERS, a cl1tl-
zen of the United States, residing at Car-
thage, in the county of Jasper and State of
Missouri, haveinvented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Picture-Hangers; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same. |

This invention relates to improvements in
picture-hangers.

The object of the invention is to provide &
hanger of the character mentioned which is
simple and durable and one which I8 S0 con-
structed as to be capable of adjustment to
any sized frame and height of walland which

- when so adjusted willinsure the proper hang-
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ing of the picture and will preventits swing-
ing or being jarred out of its proper position.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide efficient means whereby the hanger may
be readily closed to facilitate packing and
shipping. |

With theseand otherobjectsin view, which
will appear as the nature of the improvement
is better understood, the invention consists,
substantially, in the novel construction, com-
bination, and arrangement of parts, as will
be hereinafter fully described, illustrated in
the accompanying drawings, and pointed out
in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of a picture-hanger constructed in ac-
cordance with the present invention. Fig. 2
is an edge view thereof and illustrates the

‘hanger as applied to a wall for suspending a

picture thereon. Fig. 3 is a front elevation
of another form of the invention; and Fig. 4
is an edge view of the form shown in Fig 3,

and also illustrating the same as applied toa |

wall for suspending a picture thereon.
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates the main suspending-legs of a pic-
ture-hanger, which legs are pivotally con-
nected together at the point adjacent totheir
upper ends by a rivet 2 or its equivalent,
which is loosely mounted in said legs. The
upper extremity of each of the legs 1 is riv-
eted or otherwise secured to a hook 3, which

: ]
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molding for suspending the hanger in proper
position., | |

The numeral 4 designates an auxiliary leg,
which leg is of less length than the main legs
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1, and said auxiliary leg 4 has its upper end

bent at an obtuse angle to its body portion
and connected to the main legs 1 by the rivet
2. By reason of the upper end of the aux-
iliary leg 4 being bent as described it will be
seen that the body portion thereof projectsin
a downwardly-inclined position with relation
to the main legs 1, and each of ‘the latter and
the auxiliary leg 41s provided atits lower end
with a perforated ear 5. An extension-rod
6 is also mounted upon each of the main legs
1 and the auxiliary leg 4, the upper ends of

‘said rods terminating in hooks 7, while their

lower ends are also curved to form hooks 3.
A series of alined openings 9 is also formed
in each of the main legs 1 and the auxiliary
leg 4, which openings are adapted to receive

6o

the hooks 7, and it will thus be seen that by

means of said hooks and the openings 9 the
legs 1 and 4 may be lengthened, as desired,
and to suit various requirements. -

Mounted upon the lower end of each of the
rods 6, carried by the main legs 1, is an 1n-
verted-L.-shaped supporting-bracket 10, and
it will be observed that said rods 6 are each
provided at said ends with an offset 11, by
which the brackets may assume proper rela-
tion to the picture and wall. It will also be
observed that the rods 6 pass through both
the short and long arms of the brackets 10,
the hooks 8 of said rods lying adjacent to said
long arms, and the lower ends of the brackets
10 are provided with suitable scrollwork 12,
upon which the lower edge of the picture-
frame is adapted to rest, the short arms of

the brackets 10 also being provided with suit-

able scrollwork 13, which scrollwork is con-
ticuous to the wall. | |

In Figs. 3and 4 is illustrated another form
of the invention, and referring thereto the
numeral 14 designates a suspending-hook
which engages the molding, and which hook
has at its lower end a ring 15. 16 designates
the main legs of the hanger; but it is to be
noted that said legs differ from thelegs shown

75

30

Q0O

95

[CO

in Figs. 1 and 2 in that the same are con- -

structed of stout wire coiled at spaced inter-

hooks are adapted to engage the ordinary | vals throughout their length to form a series
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of eyes 17, which eyes perform the functions
of the openings 9. The legs 16 terminate at
their lower ends in eyes 18, and disposed 1in
each of the eyes 18 is an extension-rod 19,
having at its upper end a hook 20 for engage-
ment with the eves 17. FEach of said rods 19
has its lower end bent at substantially right
angles, as at 20, and extending away from
the same to form a squared loop-bracket 21,
whichloopisdesigned to rest against the wall,

similar to the supporting-brackets 10, the ex-

tremity of the loop 21 being then bent across
the rearwardly-projecting arm or portion 20’
of the bracket and extending downwardly to
form a hook 22, adapted to engage an eye on
the picture. An auxiliary leg 23 is formed
in all respects similar to the legs 16, and the
latter and said auxiliary leg are connected to
the ring 15 in any suitable manner. An ex-
tension-rod 24, similar to the rods 19, is also
mounted upon the auxiliary leg 23 and hav-
ing its upper and lower ends bent to form
hooks 25.

The manner of applying the herein-de-
seribed pieture-hanger is as follows: When
it 1s desired to hang a picture upon a wall,
the legs 1 are spread apart sufficiently to
adapt the hanger to the size of the picture to
be suspended and the hooks 3 are caused to
engage with the molding, the auxiliary leg 4
remaining in fixed relation with reference to
sald legs 1. Should it become necessary to
lengthen or shorten the legs, the rods 6 are
disengaged from the openings 9, and said rods
are slid along the legs the desired extent, the
hooks 7 being engaged with a new opening,
S0 as to maintain the legs in the position to
which the same have been adjusted, and af-
ter this adjustment has been effected the pic-
ture is placed so that the lower edge of the
frame thereof rests upon the serolls 12. The
hooks S at the lower ends of the rods 6 are
now caused to enter eyes affixed to the back
of the picture, and when this has been ac-
complished it will be seen that the picture is
retained in suspended position. |

The manner of using the form shown in
Figs. 3 and 4 is substantially the same as de-
scribed for that illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2,
with the exception that a rest for the lower

edge of the picture-frame is dispensed with, |
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| the form shown in Figs. 3 and 4 being de-
‘signed for light pictures, and hence the ne-

cessity for emnploying such rests is obviated.

If desired, the hanger may be constructed
in electrobronze, copper bronze, bronze metal,
or other suitable material, and it will be un-
derstood that the invention is susceptible of
various changes in the form, proportion, and
minor details of construction, which may be
accordingly resorted to without departing
from the spirit or sacrificing any of the ad-
vantages of the invention.

It 1s obvious that, if desired, to attach the
hanger to nails or the like rings may be car-
ried by the hooks 3 for this purpose.

Having thus described the invention, what
1s claimed as new, and desired to be secured
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A hanger of the class described, compris-
ing main legs provided with means engaging
a suitable support, an auxiliary leg in con-
nection therewith, each of said legs being
provided with a series of eyes or openings,
extension-rods mounted upon said main and

‘auxiliary legs and provided with hooks for

engaging said openings whereby the length
of the legs may be varied, means on said ex-
tension-rods for engaging the article to be
suspended and rearwardly-extending brack-
ets on the lower ends of the extension-rods
of the main legs for holding the article away
from the wall, substantially as described.

2. Ahanger of the class described, compris-
ing main legs provided with means for en-
gaging a support, an auxiliary leg in connec-
tion with said main legs, each of said legs be-
ing provided with a series of eyes or open-
ings, adjustable rods mounted upon said legs
and provided with hooks for engaging said
eyes or openings whereby the length of the
legs may be varied, means for engaging the
article to be suspended, and rearwardly-ex-
tending angular seroll-brackets on said legs
adapted to hold the suspended article away
from the wall, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. |

AXEL EHLERS.

Witnesses:

WM. KITCHING,
LEwIs H. DORN.
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