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1o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, BARNET C. ARMSTRONG,
a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Burlington, Des Moines eount 7
Towa, have 1nvented anew and useful Waﬂ‘on—
Tonﬂ'ue Support, of which the following is a
spec1ﬁcat10n '

My object is to provide an improved, sim-
ple, strong, durable, and adjustable wagon-
tongue support that can be readily applied
to a wagon by a person of ordinary skill and
easily reﬂ'ulated - a8 reqmred to retain the
erent, points of
elevation to suit h01 ses of different sizes that
may be hitched thereto at different times and
asrequired to preventthe weight of the tongue
from bearing on the necks of the horses.

IIeretofore various devices have been used
to support a tongue at different angles rela-
tive to a wagon; but in no instance has a de-
vice been ﬁxed toa tongue that is adapted
for engaging the ends of the links of a chain
in such a manner that the chain can be read-
ily adjusted relative to the wagon-tongue by
seizing the free end of the chain as a hand-
hold for regulating its length between the
tongue and the wagon in the manner contem-
plated by my 1nvent10n by simply removing
one link of the chain from an open slotin the
fixed chain-fastening device on the tongue
and inserting another link.

The dra,wmn* 18 a side view of the f1 ont por-
tion of a farm -wagon.

My invention con31sts in the combination
of a coiled spring, a chain, and a chain-fas-
tening device with the fr ont bolster or axle

of a wagon and a tongue pivotally connected |

with the rounds, as hereinafter set forth,
pointed out in my claim, and illustrated in
the accompanying drawm , of a portion of a
wagon t0o which my 1nvent10n 18 applied as
reqmred for practical use, and in which—

The letter A designates the front axle, and
I3 the bolster on tOp of the axle.

C is the tongue pivotally connected with
the hounds D,

I is a coupling-spring connected a,t its rear
end with the bolster or sand-board by means
of a U-shaped bolt orin anysuitable way, and
‘H is a chain attached to the front end of the

spring.

J is a metal pla,te fixed on t0p of the tongue

.by means of a bolt or in any suitable way,

and 1ts rear end is curved upward and bifur-
cated to serve as a means of detachably and
adjustably connecting the chain H with the
tongue C, as 1eqmred to regulate the posi-

’ 1;1011 of the front end of the tongue relative

to horses hitched thereto. The chain-links
are straight and wider than the slot in the

| bifurcated upright end of the fixed metal

plate J, and when a link is placed in the slot,
as ShOWIl the end of the link in front of the

slotted part of the plate will be in right-an-
gled position to the link in the slot and will

prevent the chain from slipping through the
slot, and the free end of the chain. will de-
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pend SO it can be advantaﬂ‘eously seized by

hand for lifting the link in the bifurcated end
of the fixed dewce J and ad;] usting the chain
relative thereto as required to suppmt the
tongue at different points of eleévation.

To raise orlower the front end of the tong gue,
it is only necessary to adjust the chain H i in
the bifurcated end of the plate J by lifting
the link that is in the slot and placing another
link therein. The spring-coupling F is thus
made to hold up the tongue at any angle de-
sired and will at the same time allow a re-
stricted vertical motion to the tongue, as re-
quired to prevent concussion or striking of
the horses when the wagon is advanced over
& rough road.
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Havmﬂ' thus deseribed the constluctmn, |

apphcatmn and operation of my invention,
what I c¢laim, and deswe to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

An 1mproved tongue-support for wagons
comprising a metal plate J having one end
bent at right angles and b1furca,1;ed and the
plate ﬁxed upon the top and rear end portion

of atongue, a coiled spring connected with the

bolster and a chain consisting of straight flat
links connected with thespringand adapted to
be adjustably connected with the bifurcated
end of said fixed plate on the tongue, arranged
and combined to operate in the manner Set
forth for the purposes stated.
BARNET C. ARMSTRONG
Witnesses:
C. A. STUTSMAN,
R. M. GREEN.
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