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UNrTED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ARTHUR H. SWITZER, OF SPRINGFIELD,

MASSACHUSETTS.

BEDSTEAD=-FASTENING.

| SPEC'IFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 616,034, dated December 15, 1898.
Application filed February 9, 1898. Serial No. 669,634, (No model,)

To all whom Tt may conceri.:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR H. SWITZER,

a citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Springfield, in the county of Hamp-

den and State of Massachusetts, have in-

vented new and useful Improvements in Bed-
stead-Fastenings, of which the followmﬂ' 1S &
specification.

This invention relates to metal - bedstead

constructions, and particularly to fastening
devices between the side rails and posts there-
of, the object of the invention being to pro-
duce a fastening for this class of bedsteads
which is strong and inexpensive and where-

by a flush joint is made between said side

rails and the posts; and the invention con-
sists in the construction described in the fol-
lowing specification and pointed out in the

claims.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 shows a perspective view,
partly i in secbmn of that part of a f&stemnﬂ'

~device constructed according to this inven-

~tion which is located on the side rail of the
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bed. Fig. 2 shows in perspective that part
of the fastening device located on the post of
the bedstead. Fig. 3 shows a cross-section
through the fastening devices when iIn en-
gagement, which section is takenon line 2 2,
I‘w 1. Fw 4 showsa vertical section throucrh
the side I'ELI]. on line 3 3, Fig. 38, the parts on
the post and said side rail bemﬂ' In engage-
ment. Kig. 5 shows a modlﬁcatlon in the
constr uctlon of the engaging posts, the post
and side rail being shown in perspective and
in separated relatlon Fig. 6 is an end view
of the side rail which engages the post, show-
ing the form of the chambers therein.
Referring to the drawings, A represents a
part of the side rail of a metal bedstead, and
B represents one of the posts thereof, either

at the head or foot of said bedstead, the fas-

tenings at each end of the side rail being
identical. The supporting member for the
side rail consists of a tubular sleeve C, cast
around said post B. A pieceD, of flat malle-
able metal, (soft steel being generally em-
ployed,) is provided with the two upturned
hooks ¢ «, and a body part b is rigidly at-
tached to said sleeve.
the post B are supported in proper position

The said piece D and

.

| in a mold, and the sleeve C is cast onto said

post and onto sald piece D, leaving the up-
turned hooks ¢ @ and a portion of the said
piece D projecting beyond the surface of the
said sleeve C, as shown. Saidsleeveismade
of an ornamental contour and 1s provided

with the shoulders d, parallel with the post

B, against which the edges of thehead of the
side rail A may abut, whereby when said
bedstead is set up it will as a whole be rigid
laterally. DBetween said shoulders d on said
sleeve C the metal of which it is made is
given a convex form, being rounded up from
each of said shoulders to the side of said sup-
porting member, said convex portion being
represented by B2 (See Figs. 2, 3, and 5.)
The part of the fastening pertaining to the
side rail A consists of a chambered head E,
secured to said side rail by rivets or other
suitable means. Said head E is provided
with a vertical slot ¢ of a proper depth and
width to receive the upturned hooks a ¢, and
across said slot are cast integral with said
head the two squared lugs f, of such form as
to engage closely the part of said piece D ly-
ing between the nupturned ends of said hooks

and theedge of thebody part b thereof which

projeets beyond the surface of said sleeve C.
Said lugs f are set back from the edge of said
Vertlcal slot e to an extent. equa,lmcr the dis-
tance which the body part b of the piece D
extends beyond the edge of the sleeve C, and
the said body part enters the said slot when
the side rail A and postBare inengagement,
thus serving to maintain said side rail in
proper- pOSItlon relative to said post. The
end of said head E which engages the piece
D has a groove g therein, concave in cross-
section, for the reception of the COnVex part
@ on the sleeve C. -

A fastening device constructed as herein

55

6o -

70

75

8o

Qo

described makes a joint which is strong and

cheap and presents a smooth exterior on both
the top and side thereof. |

In Figs. 5 and 6 are shown different views
of a construction’embodying my invention in
a somewhat modified form. The hooks a ¢

95

are replaced by studs 2, having square heads

3 thereon. These Studs are made of some
malleable metal and are cast onto the sleeve
C, as is the body part b of said hooks ¢ a, and
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- receive the head of one of sald studs
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. in a properly-assembled position.
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the socketed head E has the chambers 4
therein for the reception of the said studs 2,
said chambers being formed by the lugs f7,
which in this construction completely close
the vertical slot in the head E. In said Fig.
5 the parts of the head represented by f' are
in effect lugs the same as the lugs f (shown
in Figs. 1 and 4) and having the same func-
tion a,nd differ from the latter only in that
they stop off entirely, at the points /%, the ver-
tical slot in the head E. If desired, the parts
4 of the said slot (shown in said Fig. 5) may
be carried upward through the said parts f*
of said parts ', which would then make them
in all respects like the said lugs f. The end
view of the said head E (shown in Fig. 6)
shows one of said chambers 4 to be made wide
enough at the bottom edge thereof, as at o, to
and
said wide part is carried back and upward
whereby the head 3 of the said stud may be

engaged by the edges 6 of the narrower part -

of said slot 4 when the said rail and post are
The lower
one of said two chambers 4 is continued down
tlnoun*h the head E, and the head 3 of the
stud 2 enters dir eetly the wvertical portion
thewof
ings are similar and the method of their con-

Stluctmn 1s the same.
In the drawings the posts shown are solid,

In all other respects the two fasten- |°

| but obviously they may be made tubular, if

desired.
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat- 35

ent, 18—

1. In a post-and-rail couneetlon for metal
bedsteads, ametal head forattachment to said
rail, a chamber in said head; lugsextending
across said chamber; lug-engaging hooks for
entering said chamber, a tubular sleeve cast
onto the body part of said hooks, and a groove
in said metal head for receiving a portion of

the body part of said hooks and sleeve, sub-

stantially as described.

2. In a post-and-rail connection for metal
bedsteads, ametal head for attachment to said
raill, a chamber in said head; lugs integral
with said head extending across sald cham-
ber: lug-engaging hooks for entering said
chambel, a body pox‘mon integrally unltmﬂ*
said hooks, a tubular sleeve casl on said body
portion of said hooks and on the said post,
and a groove in said metal head parallel with
sald post for receiving the edge of the body
portion of said hooks, and a part of said sleeve,
substantially as deseribed.

ARTHUR II. SWITZER.

Witnesses:
H. A. CHAPIN,
K. I. CLEMONS.
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