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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, CHARLES L. KRABER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Quincy, in the county of Adams and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and useful
Clothes-Line Holder, of which the following
1S a specification. |

Myinvention relates toaclothes-line holder,
and has for its object to provide such a con-
struction and arrangement of devices as to
constitute a combined receptacle and tension
device for the clothes-line,whereby when the
latter is raised it is automatically housed and
at the same time 1s so extended within the
casing provided for its reception as to allow
it to dry, and, furthermore, to provide such
an arrangement of parts as to enable a con-
siderable length of line to be housed within
a comparatively small casing,

Further objects and advantages of this in-.

vention will appear in the following desecrip-
tion, and the novel features thereof will be
particularly pointed qut in the appended
claims. S - |
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a clothes-line apparatus constructed
in accordance with my invention. Fig, 2isa
vertical section of the same. - IFig. 318 a ver-
tical section in a plane perpendicular to that
of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 1is a vertical sectional view
of a slightly-modified construction, showing
a different arrangement of sheaves.
Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

- responding partsinall the figuresof the draw-

ings. | |

1 designates a casing, preferably having a
side door 2, by opening which the contents of
the casing may be exposed, and mounted in
the casing,’at its top, is a series of sheaves 3,
traversed by a clothes-line 4. Also mounted
for vertical movementin the casingisa weight
5, which, as illustrated in the drawings, may

be of sectional construction,with its members

inclosed in a box 6, to provide for varying the
tension of the clothes-line, and mounted upon
the weight, as by a suitable frame 7, erected
upon the box 6, is a plurality of movable
sheaves 8, also traversed by the clothes-line.

In practice the clothes-line employed is
preferably of endless construction, and 1t is
doubled upon itself to form a plurality of

| ersethesheavesinacommondirection. Thus

the line forms two terminal loops 4*, both of

which project through suitable guide - open-
ings 9 in the wall or door of the casing, and
thence, if desired, respectively over and un-

sheaves respectively at the top of the casing
and on the weight. This construction and
arrangement of parts provides for extending
either of the loops of the clothes-line when

only a short length of line is required or both

loops, as desired, and in order to preventone
loop from slipping within the casing when
the other is extended independently thereof
the line may be provided, contiguous to each
terminal loop, with a suitable stop or shoul-
der 11, consisting of a button or knob of sufll-
cient size to prevent it from passing through
the guide-opening 9. Furthermore, it will be
seen that by causing a plurality of members
of the clothes-line to traverse each sheave
the capacity of the casing is vastly increased,

‘and the adaptability of the apparatus to va-

rying conditions of use is further increased
by the exposure of the loops at opposite ends
of the doubled line. Forinstance, where the
area over which clothes-lines may be stretched
islimited the advantage of having a plurality
of loops will be obvious, and I desire it to be
understood that I do not wish to be limited
to the arrangement of the line whereby only
two members traverse each sheave, as 1t 18
obvious that a greater number may be ar-

ranged in the relation described to still fur-

ther inerease the capacity of the casing.
In operation when it is desired to arrange
the line for use one of the looped terminals
thereof is grasped and drawn out of the cas-
ing and then at spaced points passed around

suitable uprights or engaged with suitable.

brackets, whereby the members or sides of
the extended portion are separated to form a

triangle, said members or sides being held

taut by the tension device consisting of the
weighted lower sheaves. After the engage-

ment of the first-named loop with suitable

points the otherlooped terminal of the clothes-
line may be extended and similarly engaged
to form a second triangle, of which the sides
are held taut by the same means as above
described. If only a short length of line is
required, the sides of the extended terminal
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may be allowed to remain parallel or in.con-
tact; but ordinarily it will be found conven-
lent, as above indicated, to separate the sides
of the extended portion and engage the same
at spaced points with suitable objects located
at the desired interval.

The portions of the line between the fixed
and movable sheaves are exposed to the air,
and hence are
housed in the casing.

In the modified construction illustrated in
Fig. 4 the sheaves are constructed of differ-
ent sizes and are arranged out of axial aline-
ment to provide for dlsposmﬂ* a plurahty
thereof in a small space within the casing
but otherwise the construction is substan-
tially thesame as that hereinbefore described.

The axes of the sheaves in this modified con-

struction are parallel or non-alined, and the
intervals between the horizontally opposite
points of the peripheries of the sheaves in-
crease consecutively from the inner or con-
tiguous sheaves totheouteror remote sheaves
of the two series. For instance, a single in-
ner sheave is arranged in each series, said
sheave Dbeing of small diameter or with the
horizontally opposite points of its periphery
at a small interval. Beyond or outside.of
this innermost sheave I have shown a larger
sheave, or one of larger diameter, whereby
the horizontally opposite points of its periph-
ery are spaced at a greater interval. In this
way the series may be extended as may be

found desirable, or beyond the second-named

sheave a plurality of smaller sheaves may be
arranged at an interval, asshownin thedraw-
ings, 130 locate the remote horizontally oppo-
slte pomts of the peripheries thereof at a still
greater interval than that between the corre-
sponding points of the periphery of the sec-
ond-named single sheave. In operation the
construction illustrated in Fig. 4 is identical
with that described in connection with Figs.
1, 2, and 3. The clothes-line is preferably
endless and doubled, with its members or
sides arranged to sunultaneous]y traverse

each sheave, and by extending one looped ter-
minal of the endless clothes-line thus form ed

1t may be engaged with a plurality of sta-

tionary objects to dispose the clothes-line in
a triangular form. |
Various changes in the form, proportion,

“and the minor details of construction may be

resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantafres of this
invention.

adapted to dry after being --

- Witnesses:
R. G. DAVIS,
JOHN H. BROWN.

Having described my mventlon what I
claim is—

1. In a clothes. hue housmn' apparatus the
combination of a casing, a welﬂ'ht mounted
for vertical movement n the casing, fixed
and movable sheaves mounted respectively

upon the casing and weight, and a clothes-line-

traversing sald sheaves successively, and ex-
tending at both ends through guides to the
outside of the casing for independent or si-
multaneous extension, subs‘rantlall y as speci-

fied.
2. Ina clothes hne housmg apparatus, the

combination of a casing, a weight mounted

for vertical movement in the casing,l fixed

‘and movable sheaves mounted respectively
‘upon the casing
rality of clothes-line members or sides, each
of which traverses sald sheaves successively,
and each member or side being exposed at
‘bothends forextension subqtantmll; as speci-
fied.

and the weight, and a plu-

3. In a clothes-line- housmn‘ apparatus, the
combmamon of a casing, a “.‘i"el_‘_?"ht mounted

for vertical movement in the casing, fixed

and movable sheaves mounted respectively

‘upon the casing and weight, and an endless
‘doubled clothes-line traversing the sheaves
successively, and having looped terminal por-
tions extending without the casing and adapt-

ed for independent and simultaneous exten-

sion, substantially as specified.

4. In a clothes-line-housing apparatus, the

combination of a casing, a weight mounted

for vertical movement in the casing, fixed

‘and movable sheaves mounted respectively

upon the casing and weight, and an endless
doubled clothes-line traversing sald sheaves

successively and having its members or sides

arranged tosimultaneously fraverse the same

sheave, the looped terminal portions of the
clothes - line . extending through

sultable
ouides to the exterior of the casing, and be-

ing provided with stops to prevent the same

tr'om passing through the guides into the cas-

ing, said looped termlnals being independ-

ently and simultaneousl y'e'xtensible substan-

tially as specified. |
In testimony that 1 claim the foreﬂ‘omw as

my own I have hereto affixed my swnature in
‘the presence of two witnesses. |

CHARLES L. KRABER
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