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To all whom it may concermn.:

Be it known that I, GEORGE I'. BIGGS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at t.
Louis, State of Missouri, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Sam-
ple-Shoe Cases, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a part hereof.

My invention hasrelation to improvements

in sample-shoe cases; and it consists in the
novel arrangementand combination of parts,

more fully set forth in the specification and
pointed outin the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the case open, w1th the
the trays thereot thrown open. Fig. 21s an
end view of the case folded. Fig. 518 a sec-
tion on « « of Kig. 4, showing the nesting or

intermeshing of the compartments of the two

trays when the device is folded. Fig. 41s a
section on ¥ ¥ of Fig. 3; and Fig. 5 is an end
view of the device open, but with the flaps of
the trays closed.

The object of my invention is to construct
a sample-shoe case which will be compact,
light, and cheap; one which will accommo-
date a maximum number of samples in a
minimum amount of space, and one which

is easily manipulated, thereby enabling the

salesman to display his goods at a m’oment’s
notice.

In detail the invention may be described
as follows:;

Referring to the drawings, 1 1 represent

two trays hinged along their adjacent longi-
tudinal basal edges and adapted to fold in

the direction shown by the downwardly-di-

rected arrows in Fig. 5. Formed in each tray
by a series of inclined plates or by a single
corrugated plate are a series of triangular
compartments 2, the upperedges 5 of the side
walls of each compartment being disposed
approximately on a level with or preferably
slightly below the upper edge of the tray, and
the bottoms or basal edges 4 of each compart-
ment projecting asuitable distance below the

lower edge of the tray, it being understood

that the lower edges (and of course the up-

50

per as well) of the two series of compart-

ments break joint or alternate with one an- |

flap of one of-

other, so that when the device is folded the
several compartments will properly nest with
one another, as seen in section in Kigs. 3and

4. Disposed along the upper outer edge of

each tray and opening outwardly or in the
direction indicated by the upwardly-directed

~arrows in Fig. 5 isa flap composed of a flexi-

ble strip or section 5 and a comparatively
stiff strip or section 6, the strip 5 constitut-
ing a hinge for the section 6 and for the flap
as a w ho]e the section 5 being of sufficient

' width to plevent splitting or wearing of the

hinge thus formed by reason of the rough

- usage to which this class of devices 1s sub-

Jected from constant handling. Secured
along the outer surface of the sti: f section of
one Of the flaps and arranged in line with one
another is one end of aseries of elastic bands
7, each band being provided with an eye S,
carried at its free end, which 1s adapted to
snap over abutton 9, disposed opposite there-
to along the outer surfa,ee of the stiff section
oi the 0pp051te flap. When the trays are
closed by the swinging thereof about their
hinge - line in the dlrectwn of the down-
wardly—dn ected arrows in Fig. 5, the appear-

ance of the folded case will be asseen in Fig.

2, the elastic bands 7 yielding to the tension

t0 which thev are subjected in the folding of

the case, the said bands stretching, of course,
a distance equal to the distance to which the

adjacent edges of the open trays become sepa-

rated when they have assumed the position
shown in Fig. 2. The bands 7 when thus
stretched assist materially in keeping the re-

spective trays of the case closed. "l'he tray
to whose flap the bands are permanently se-

cured is also provided along the outer sur-
face of the terminal walls thereof with loops
10, by which the case can be seized. The
compartments 2 when filled with shoes or
samples of any other class of goods will face
outwardly when the case is folded, the sev-
eral compartments of the two trays being CoV-
ered by the flaps 5§ 6, which are held firmly
closed against the upper edges of the trays by
the elastic bands 7 now under tension. The
eye 8 of each band is provided with a strip
11, by which it can be better seized.

1t is of course obvious that the construc-
tion may be varied and changed as to details
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without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention.

Having described my invention, what 1
claim is—

1. In a sample-case, suitable folding trays,
a series of compartments carried by each tray,
the said compartments being adapted to nest

~upon the folding of the trays, substantially
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as set forth.

2. In a sample-case, suitable folding trays,
a series of triangular compartments disposed
in each tray, the upper edges of the compart-
ments being substantially on a line with the
upper edge of each tray, and the bases of the
compartments extending a suitable distance
beyond the lower edge of each tray, the sev-
eral compartments alternating with one an-

other whereby upon the folding of the trays

the said compartments will nest with one an-
other, substantially as set forth.

3. In a sample-case, suitable hinged orfold-
ing trays, a series of compartments carried
by each tray and adapted to nest with one
another upon the folding of the trays, a flap
carried along the outer upper edge of each
tray said flap opening outwardly and adapted
to normally cover the series of compartments
of the tray, and suitable elastic bands adapt-

ed to secure or connect the flaps upon the

closing or folding of the case, substantially
as set forth.

4. A sample-case comprising two frays
hinged to one another, each tray having a se-

ries of triangular compartments projecting a

suitable distance beyond the edges of the
trays along which the same are hinged, the
compartments being so arranged as to neést

with one another upon the folding of the trays,
a flap composed of a comparatively stifil strip
or section and a yielding strip or section se-
cured along the outer edge of each tray and
adapted to swing outwardly, a series of elas-
tiec bands secured along the outer surface of
the stiff section of one flap, eyes carried by
the free ends of the bands, suitable buttons
disposed along the stiff section of the opposite
flap, for securing the eyes of the bands, the
said bands stretching upon the folding of the

trays and adapted when thus stretched to hold

the flaps firmly over the series of compart-
ments, the said compartments facing ount-
wardly when the case is folded, substantially
as set forth.

5. In a sample-case, suitable folding trays,
a series of compartments carried by eachtray
the bofttoms of said compartments being
adapted to nest when the case 1s folded, and
suitable flaps adapted to cover the compart-
ments when the case is folded, substantially
as set forth. -

6. In a sample-case,suitable folding trays,
a series of compartments carried by each tray
and adapted to face outwardly when the case
is folded, suitable flaps adapted to cover the
compartments when the case is thus folded,
and elastic bands adapted to connect the
flaps, substantially as set forth. |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE . BIGGS.
Witnhesses:

ALFRED A. MATHEY,
EAMIL. STAREK.
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