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ROBERT DEATON DODGE, OF ADEL, IOWA.

SNAP-HOOK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 615,685, dated December 13, 1898.
| Application filed Angust 16,1897, Nerial No, _648,372. (No model.) |

To all whom 1t mal conceri:

Beitknown that I, ROBERT DEATON DODGE,
a citizen of the United States, residingat Adel,
in the county of Dallas and State of lowa,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Harness-5Snaps; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in.
snaps, and especially to that class of snaps
designed for harness of horses or other ani-

mals, and more especially to that part of the

harness where the lines or hitching-straps are
connected -to the bridle and where the hold-
back-straps are to be secured to the harness;

“and the objects of myimprovements are, first,

to provide a harness-snap that wiil be very
strong and durable; second, to provide a har-
ness-snap that will be very easy ol manipu-
lation at all times; third, to provide a har-
ness-snap that can be attached to or detached
from other parts of the harness without re-
moving gloves or mittens from hands, and,
fourth, to provide a harness-snap that 1s very
simple in construction and that can be manu-
factured and sold at a very small price. I
attain these objects by the device illustrated

in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of my entire device
with strap and buckle attached to show the
relative position of all the parts. Iig. 2 is a
front view of my device with strap detached,
the more clearly to show the parts of my de-

- vice.

 Qimilarlettersrefer tosimilar parts through-

out both views. | |
My device, as shown, consists of but three

parts, viz: A, B,and P. It can, however, be

‘made in two parts by dispensing with splice |

G and forming the three parts out of two

pieces of metal. In referring to the parts, A

is designated as the hook, B the tongue, and
P the spring. - My device can be attached to
any ordinary harness line or strap provided
with a buckle as is now in ordinary use, as
shown in the drawings, or it can be used with-
outabuckle, if desired. The tongue P should
be made so strong that it will not be bent or
broken. The hook A should be made small
enough to fit snugly on ring over which 1t
is used. It can be readily seen that it prop-

‘erly constructed, as stated, this will form a

very durable snap, and one that it will be
almost impossible to break or get out of order
in ordinary use. .
" The mode of using my snap is very simple.
After the snap is attached to the line or strap,

as shown, by bringing the upper part of the

tongue B firmly against the ring in the har-
ness by pressing on the back part of the hook
A with thumb or finger the tongue B is forced
to the left and allows the ring to enter the
hook A. To release the ring from the snap,
simply grasp the end of the line C below the
buckle D, with the thumb on or near the
buckle D, and by holding the strap firmly in
hand and pressing with the thumb the tongue
B is forced back and the ring released from
the hook A. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— |

A snap-hook comprising a hook having &
resilient shank and a rigid closing member
attached to the outer end of theshank where-
by in operation the hook moves with relation
to the closing member.

In testimony whereof I aff
in presence of two witnesses.

| ROBERT DEATON DODGE.

Witnesses:

Lurnu C. RUSSELL,
E. W. RUSSELL.

X my signature
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