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To all whom z,t Ay COncern:

Be it known that I, EbwARD C. JOBSON,
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city and county of San Franmsce State of

5 California, haveinvented an Impmvement 1n
(Grave- Ooneeelers, and I hereby declare the
following to be afull, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same.

My invention relates to a device which is

10 especially designed to be employed during
the burial of persons in the earth and is in-
tended to avoid many of the dlsam eeable fea-
tures of interment.

It consists, essentially, of a device for re-

15 ceivingand lowering the casket into the grave

and at the same tlme of closing over the grave

an ornamental or flower-covered sereen, which
18 operated elmultaneously Wlth the loweri ing
‘mechanism, -

Theinvention also compr ises detalle of con-
struction, which will be more fully explained
by reference to the &ccompenymﬂ' drawings,
in which-— --

Figure 1 is & plan of my dewce Flgs 2
25 and 3 are vertical sections through the center
of the head and foot end of. the frame and
connections. Fig. 4 is a tmnsverse section
of the same.

A is a framework or platform made ef tim-
30 ber and boards, of such shape and size as to

surround the perlpheryr of the grave, resting
upon the surface of the ground outside of the
~opening.
‘B is a rough framework of lumber suffi-
35 ciently stronﬂ' for the purpose and so shaped
thatit will support the casketorcoffin. Upon
each side of this framework B are the periph-
eral projecting guides. C, which serve to pre-
vent the coffin from Sllpplnﬂ‘ from one side to
40 the other, retaining it in proper position upon
* the framework. Journaled at one end on the
frame A and concealed beneath the top board
thereof is a shaft or drum D. Around this
shaft are coiled the ropes E, one pair of which

20

i

45 18 connected with the head of the frame B,

~and the other pair extends along the sides of

the framework and passes emund guide-pul--

leys It at the foot, s0 as to connect with the
foot of the fra,mee ork B. This connection

50 may be made by means of hooks, clasps, or
any smtable or deswable device, and guide- |

—_—

P Ulleyb F' may be eouvemenﬂy placed upon
the frame A, so as to direct the ropes E and

allow them to run without fr 1et10n when the
frame B is being lowered.

55

In order to 001113101 the movements of the |

shaft or drum D, I have shown a brake-drum
H fixed eentral]y upon the shaft, and around

it passes a strap-brake I of any suitable form

or construction. This strap-brake is prefer-
ably fixed to a lever-arm, upon the outer end
of which 1s a small foot-pleee J, the whole
being so situated that the oper ator has only
to place his foot upon the part J and com-
press the brake against the drum as strongly
as may be needed to sustain the weight upon

6o

65L

the frame B and allow it to be gr aduelly low-

ered to its resting-place.
In. order to hold the frame B in position

while the casket is being placed upon it, I
have shown pins or teeth K fixed to the
drum and a pawl L, hinged to the framework

7.0 |

A, adapted toengage these pins, and thus hold

the brake- drum in position until everything
Is in readiness. After the casket has been

75

set upon the frame B it may be desirable to

bring a sufficient. tension upon the support-
ing-ropes K to pr actically suspend the frame
B from these ropes in order to prevent a sud-
den drop when the holding-pawl has been re-
leased.” I have therefme shown a crank M
applied to the end of the shaft D, which en-
ables the operator to turn the shaft backward
until sufficient tension is brought upon the
ropes K to practically support the framework
B and its load. Then by placing the foot
upon the brake-lever and releasing the pawl
the framework and its load may be 1owered

to the bottom of the grave.

In order to eonvemently release the pawl
L, I have shown a cord L, connected with it,
passmn' up through the
framework A, so as to be in convenient reach
of the opela,tor when he has placed his foob
upon the brake-lever J.

O O'are quadra,nts which are shown as be-
ing formed of wire network in ares of cir-
cles and connected with quadrant- shaped

| frames P at each end, which are pivoted in

the framework A, as shown at Q. These

30

85

3.001' board of the

95 |
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quadrants O O’ may be ornamented in any .'
suitable ordesirable menner by covelmﬂ' mth




~ flowers or otherwise and when the su'pport-

1

ing-framework B is in position to first receive

the casket these quadrants open out in each

direction and lie upon each side of the open-
ing within the framework A, leaving a clear

open space between them in which the frame-
- work B issuspended, as previouslydescribed. |

~ Connected with the lower sides of these quad-

10

rants are ropes R. These ropes, passing
around suitable direction-pulleys, extend to

the drum D and are coiled upon it from the op-

 posite side to which the ropes E are coiled, so

20
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that when the ropes are uncoiled by reason of
the lowering of the platform B and its load
the ropes R will be wound upon the drum

and will thus pull upon their connection with
~ the quadrants O O', thus closing the quad-
. rants together, formme‘ a Semlelreul&r arch

above the 'casket as 'ib disappears into the
grave.

position When closed, and the ropes R may be
so attached to these parts that they will easﬂy

slip off assoon as the partsare closed together,
and the shaft D thus continues its rotatloll_
and allows the casket to sink to its resting-

place after the parts O O’ hr:we been elesed-
over it.

It will be ma,mfest that various modlﬁe&--

tions of these devices may be employed and
details of operative features without mate-

rially altering the character of the invention.

The screens are preferably made in sections

slidablelongitudinally, so as to be lengthened

or shortened, and thus ed,]usted for 1arﬂ'e or
small persons. |

Having thus described my invention; What '
I claim as new, and deswe tosecure by Lettel S
Patent, is-

1. A n‘lave eoneeehnw device, consisting of |

an open framework adapted to rest about, the
periphery.of the grave, ashaft journaled upon

said framework having a brake and actuating

mechanism, a eesket—suppm ting frame mov-
able within the opening of. the framework,
ropes coiled upon the shaft and extendmﬂ'
around direction -pulleys with cenneetmﬂ'

hooks or fastenings by which they are at-—?
tached to the ea,sket -supporting frame where-

by the latter may be lowered by releasing the
brake and a normally open closure for the

grave operative in conjunction with the cas-
Ket- lowering devices for coveringand conceal- |

ing the grave when the casket is bemn' low-
er ed |

2. In cembmatlon with means for suppelt-

A lateh of any suitable desecription
is so arranged as to retain the parts O O' in

615,620

o‘rave and conceals the easket

~ 8. A grave-concealing device, consisting of
a rectan n'ular open- centered frameadapted to.
rest upon the periphery of the grave, a wind-

ing and lowermg a casket a normally open
covering about, the entmnce to the grave and
eonneetlons between said covering and the
casket-lowering devices whereby as’ the cas-
ket is lewered the covering closes over the

60:"

ing-drum brake mechanism, and ropes eon-
trolled by said drum and mechanism, a cas-
ket -supporting frame with att&ehmente to

‘which the ropes connect whereby it may be
| lowered gradually through the openings and

exterior framework, curved frames centrally

. Journa,led uponthe exterior fr amework; cords

connecting the said frames with the wmdm o
drums so that as the drums allow the eaeket- -

supporting frame to descend they wind up
these second ropes, and cause the tr amewmke

to close above the descending casket.

4. Inagrave-concealing de vice meehamsmi

5

of a char aetel deseribed, wheleby the casket - :

may be gradually lowered:into the grave,
quadrant-shaped screens having a pivot at

80f_

each end at the center of motion, so that they

nections with the lower edges of these screens

direction-pulleys over Wthh the cords pass,§
and winding-drums about which the cords are

‘may be opened upon each side of the graveto '
admit the casket and its supporting-cords con-

coiled as the casket descends, whereby the

screens are closed togetherabove the descend-
ing casket and ratchets whereby they are

'loeked in place after being closed.
5. Inagrave- coneea,lmﬂ'devwe mechanism

of the eha,meter deserlbed whereby the casket

‘may be gradually lowered into the grave and
95

normally open, concealing-sereens with mech-

anism by which they are actuated in unison -

over it.

6. Ina orave- eoneealmg dewce mechanism
of the eharaeter described Whereby the casket
may be gradually lowered into the grave, con-
cealing - screens with mechanism by which”

~with ‘the movements of the casket to elose

they are actuated in unison with the move-

ments of the casket, said screens being ad ] ust-

able in lenc-*th a8 deserlbed

_EDWARD C. JOBSON.

Witnesses:
GEO. H. STRONG
S. H. NOURSE
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In w1tnese whereof I have hereunto set my -
_h&nd .
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