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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

MINNIE TURNER SELLERS,

OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

'5 DRESS'-STIFFENER; -

SPECIFICATION formmg pa,rt of Letters Patent No. 615,579, da,ted Decembe:L 6, 1898,

| Apphcatmn ﬁled August 18,1898,

Serial No. 688 887, (Nomodel.)-

To all whom zt MQAY COTLCETIL: |

Be it known that I, MINNTE TURNER SEL-
LERS, of the city of New York, (Wood Haven,
boroun*h of Queens,
and Sta,te of New York, have invented a new
and Improved Dress- Stﬂ‘fenel of which the
following IS a full 016&1 and exact desecrip-
tion.

This 111V61’.11J1011 1elates to a new article of
manufacture consisting of a suitably-faced

~ strip of stiffening material designed to be

20

~obviated, or, in other words, to provide a stiff-

placed around the bottom or at desired points

or places on a dress-skirt to cause the skirt to
maintain its proper form. Stiffening devices
comprising wire, reed, whalebone, or the like
have been used but they are found objection-

able because the wires or the like are easily

broken and the projecting ends are liable to

tear or obhelmse damaﬂ'e the clothmﬂ' of the

wearer.

It is the ob;]ect of my mventwn to provide

a stiffener in which the above objections are

ener that shall have all the 1equ1red rigidity,

25 but which may bend or flex without breaking.

I will deseribe a dress-stiffener embodymﬂ'

my invention, and then point out the novel

-~ features in the appended claim.
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Reference is to be had to the aceompanymﬂ?

drawings; forming a part of this spee1ﬁcat10n

1n Wth]J sumlar characterg of reference indi-
cate correspondln parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of a dress-

| sklrt showing the stiffener embodying my in-
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_ formed for the bottom of a dress- skirt.

tion.

ventlon as a,pphed thereto. Fig. 2 shows a
portion of a stiffener with the two parts sep-
arated at one end to clearly show the construec-
Fig. 31s a section on theline 3 8 of Fig.

2; and Flt, 4 1s a fragmentary view showmn*
a shﬂ'ht modification, in which the stiffener is

The stiffener comprises a facing 1 of textile

~material, upononeside of which is secured the
which consists of hair-

stifftening material 2,

cloth, preferably the French haircloth. As
plainly shown in Fig. 3, this haircloth has one
edge folded upon and extended partly across

)in the eounty of Queens _

the main _portwn_of the'mat-erial and secured
by aline of stitches, which line of stitches, to-

gether with edge lines of stitches, serve to se-

cure the haircloth to the facing. This partial
folding of the material prov ides for a greater
11g1d1by at one edge than at the other, which

will cause a skirt to hang much befter in its
vertical lines, as the thlcker portion is at the

lower edge and malintains a greater weight of
the sl:;ut than does the upper section of the
stiffener.

The stiffener is deswned to be attached to
the inner side of a Skut as plainly indicated
in Fig. 1—that is, in_this figure 1t is shown as

extended partially around the skirt material

and at the back thereof. At the bottom, how-

ever, the stiffenerissomewhat differ ently COn-
structed as indicated in FKig. 4, in which the
facing 3, consmtmo of Velveteen orsimilar fab-
rie, has 1ts edges folded over the stiffening ma-
terml 2 and stltched thereto in such manner

that both the outer and inner surfaces of the

stiffening material are covered by the facing.
W hen th1s deviceisfastened to the skirt ma-
terial 4, its lower edge will project slightly be-
low the bottom edge thereof, thus fmmmﬂ' a
protector for the bottom of a skirt.
It is found that this haireloth stiffening ma-
terial may be bent or folded without br eakm

and that after being released from the bend 01 --

the like it will 1mmedmte]y spl 1ng back to 1ts

original form.

Ha,vmﬂ' thus described my mventlon 1
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claim as new and desne to secure by Lettels .

Patent—

As a new article of man ufactme a, Stlﬁenef -

for a dress-skirt, consisting of a faemﬂ' of fab-
rie, and a strip of halrcloth secured to the fac-
ing and having one edge folded upon and ex-

tended partly across the main portion of the

material, whereby a greater rigidity is pro-

vided atone edge of the completed article than
at the other, substantla,ll y as specified. -

MINNIE TURNER SELLERS.
Witnesses:
JNO. M. RITTDR
C. R. I‘ERGUSON |
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