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Ta all whom it QY CONCeri:

Be it known that I, JouN WOODS a cltlzen--

-of the United States, remdmﬂ' at Umty in the

~county of Waldo and State of Maine, have in={
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Finger-Bar Latches for Mowing-Machines;

 and Ido declare the following to be a full,
~ clear,and exact description of the mventlon

IO

such as will enable others skilled in the art to

which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to latches for holding

~ thefinger-bar of a mowing-machine in an up-

- may be easily and qulck] y fastened in its up-

20

right position during the transpertatmn of

| the machine from the ﬁeld 1n which 1t is used;

and the object is to provide a latch of thls
character by means of which the finger-bar

right position and as easﬂy detached and

swung down into use.

Wlth this object in VleW" the mventmn con-

sists in certain features of construetion and

combination of par ts, whwh w111 be herein-

- after fully set forth. -

' sectional view of the lateh and ﬁnﬂer-bm |

In the accompan3 mn* dra,wmﬂ*s, I‘lgme 1 18
a perspective view of a portion of a mowing-
machine, illustrating the apphcatwn of my
invention thereto. Fig. 2is a longitudinal

- Fig. 3 is a plan view of a fra,ﬂ'ment of the

- 30
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ﬁnﬂ'er-bar showing the bolt-socket therein.

| Flﬂ‘ 418 ahomzontal sectwn throu crh the latch-—
| 'hook

In the drawin, gs T ha,ve representeda frag-
ment of a mowmg-machme to illustrate the

application of my invention; but it is evi--

~ dentthat the invention may be appliedtoany
- of the well-known types of mowing-machines

._40_

‘now in use, and therefore I will ha,ve 16 un-.

derstood t,ha,t I do not wish to restrict my in-
vention in its application to the particular

- form of machine shown in the accompanylnw
- drawings.

In smd dra;wm gs, 1 denotes the tonn*ue of a

"mowmmma,chme, and 2 the finger- bar con-

45

clines upwardly from an aperture 4 near the

-5::;:

- of the la,teh hook G.

nected to the tongue in the usual manner.
The finger-bar has on its upper surface, back
of the ﬁnﬂ'erb, an 1nclined recess 3, tha,t in-

rear edge of the finger-bar.

‘tongue of the machine and provided with a
scww-threaded end that receives the shank
This hook is provided |

5 denotes a rod loosely connected to the |

wwh a tubular p01t10n 7 mclosmﬂ' the coﬂ—i[ |
spring 8, which exerts 1ts energy to force the
latceh 9 into the recess of the finger-bar. -

BF I‘Efel’l lnﬂ' tO I‘I'D‘ 5 Of thHeé dlﬁ'&Wlﬂﬂ"s " it

when the finger-bar is elevated and engaged

will be seen tha,t the two jaws a and b of the_; - o

‘hook have inclined contiguous faces, so that =~
6o

between these two faces it will be supported '
in an inclined direction to enable it to fall to
the ground when the thumb -plece 10 of the_; |

lateh is depl essed.
When it is desired to move the machme

from one field to another or away from the

field to the shed or other place of storage, the e

finger-bar is swung upward and enﬂ'a,n'ed with

the hook, which WIH hold the bar in its up-

right p081t1011 during transportation..

- The 70

hook is quickly " attached to and detached_g |

from the bar and when in engagement the1e-j o

with will hold it firmly in place.

Although I have specifically described the

75
several elements of my invention, I donotde-

constructlon and relative ar rangement of the

sire to be confined to the s&me, as such--"_
changes or modifications may be made as

clearly fall within the scope of my invention
- WIthout departing from the spirit thereof.

Having thus described my invention, what L
I claim, and desu'e to secure by Lette1s Pat-

ent, 1I§s— : |
In a mowmﬂ'-ma,chme the combmatlon Wlth 5
| the tongue thereof and a finger-bar, the lat-

ter provided with an aperture near its rear

edge and with an inclined recess leading

therefrom of a rod loosely attached to the__ S

tongue and provided with a hook having a:
| sprmcr-la,teh adapted to enterthe perfora,tmn

of the finger-bar, the contiguous faces of the

jaws of the hook being mChned to support =

the bar in an 1nchned position and thereby
enable it to fall to the ground when the hook

is released therefrom, one of the jaws of said

rear of the aperture of the finger-bar, and
thereby prevent the twisting of the hook with

respect to said bar and ste&dy itinits adjust- -
‘ment thereto, substantially as set forth.
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

swnature in presence of two witnesses.

J OHN WOODS

Witnesses:

- K. L. BROWN |
S. S. BROWN

- I00
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05
hook being adapted to enter the recess at the

[L o .
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