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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, JOHN ZIPFEL, Jr., a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark, in the county of Hssex and State of New
Jersey, have invented cerfain new and use-
ful Improvements in Stay-Ilanges for Hat-
Boxes; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to letters

- of reference marked thereon, which form a

part of this specification. |

The object of my invention is to provide an
adjustable detachable flange for the stay in
a hat-box. The ordinary stay-flange suffers
from the inconvenience of either having no
regulating means at all, consisting simply of
a plain flange-rim, or is firmly attached to the
stay, preventing any up-and-down regulation
of the same relative to the top and bottom
edges of the stay, this latter method involving
the extra labor and expense attendant upon
fastening said flange to the stay by means of
glue or any other adhesive matter, and where
the purchase price is so small as it 1S in the
case of hat-boxes the slightest reduction in
labor and consequent cost of manufacture is
a gain to the hat-box manufacturers.

In describing my invention I shall call at-
tention to the accompanying drawings, where
like letters of reference indicate eorlespond-
ing parts in both views, and wherein—

Figure 1 shows a section through the long-
est central line of a hat-box with the stay
having my improved stay-flange attached to
it and Fig. 2 a plan view of my 1mploved
Stay-ﬂanﬂ'e 1tself.,

A indicates the hat-box, having a lid B, C
1sthestay,and D the stay-flange. Thisflange
is, as best seen in Fig. 2, stamped out by a
machine constructed for such purpose, so as

(t0 leave prongs E free.

These prongs are

then bent downward, and when the flange D 45

is slid over the stay C the said prongs will
appear as illustrated in Iig. 1.

The practical improvementin this my new
stay-flange is consequently this, that the one
operation-—viz.,
flange with the elongated central prongs—

represents all the work in connection with

the stay-flange, and the benefit derived there-
from is that when slid around the stay it is

equidistant on its whole periphery from the

| top and bottom edges of the stay, being natu-

rally regulated by the length of the prongs, do-
ing thus away, as above stated, with the proc-
ess of attaching 1t to the sides of the stay by
whatever means employed, and possessing
this advantage over the loose stay-flanges
that it eannot slip down to the boltom nor be
placed awry as regards the stay.

Having thus described my invention, what

the stamping out of this o

at once fixed in 1ts proper position and always 55
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I claim, and desire to protecb by Letters Pat- _

ent, 1s--

1. As a new article of manufacture, an ad-
justable, detachable stay-flange, having cen-
trally-radiating prongs secured around the
stay in a hat-box, for the purposes as set
forth, substantially as described émd illus-
tr&ted

2. In the manufacture of hat-boxes, the
combination of an adjustable, detachable
stay-flange, furnished with centrally-radiat-
ing proungs, with the stay, for the purposes
set forth, as illustrated and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I

have hereunto set my hand this 18th . d&y of
December, A. D. 1897.

JOUN ZIPFEL, Jr.

YWitnesses:
AUGUST M. TRESCHOW,

AXEL V. BEEKENS.
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