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To all whom it mai concer:

e 1t known that we, MARQUIS T. ROBB,
of Granby, and ANDREW J. PATTERSON, of
Wentworth, in the county of Newton, State of
Missouri, have invented a new and Impl"oved
Casket- Lowermn Device, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and emct description.

The object of the invention is to provide a

device in which will be combined a railing
for an open grave and a bier adjustable on
the railing, together with a windlass carried
by the railing or frame, through the mediuam
of which a coffin may be conveniently and
sately lowered into a grave, the frame serving
as a support for persons at the grave and like-
wise rendering the operation of the windlass
safe. |

A further object of the invention is to so
construct the bier that 1t may be made to re-
celve any size of coffin and to so construct
the entire device that when the bier is placed
in position in the frame or railing the device
1n its entirety may be conveniently wheeled
from place to place.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several
parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth,
and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
1n which similar characters of reference indi-

cate corresponding parts in all the figures.

Ifigure 1 1s a side elevation of the improved
device the bier being drawn out as far as
poscslble from the frame or railing and the
coffin being illusirated in dotted lines as sus-
pended from the windlass. FIig. 2 is a plan
view of the device as shown in Fig. 1; and
If1g. © 1s a transverse section through the de-
vice, taken at a point where the guides for the
bier engage with the railing or frame.

Thetframe orrailing consists of four corner-

posts or uprights 10, two at the front and two
at the back, the said corner-pieces being ar-
ranged to support upper end and side pieces
12 COHbtltH ting the uppersection of the frame,
and inter medmte end and side pieces 13, con-
stituting the lower section of the frame, the

IIELIHO-—E:.GOUOHS 12 and 15 being preferably |

given a rectangular shape, as shown in IFig. 2.
The forward corner-posts 10 are provided

[

with wheels 14, ﬁhereby when the rear por-

tion of the frame or railing is tilted upward
the frame or railing may be conveniently

rolled to any desired spot after the manner
of a wheelbarrow. |

A windlass is mounted on the upper portion
of the frame or railing, the said windlass con-
sisting of a shaft 15, provided with attached
peripherally-grooved pulleys 16, to which
grooved pulleys 16 straps 17 or their equiva-
lents are secured. At the rear end of the
windlass-shaft 15 a crank-handle 18 is se-
cured, and the said shaft is mounted to turn
in bearings 19, located at the front and rear
portions of the said frame or railing. The
windlass-shaft 15 is further provided with a
ratchet-wheel 20, which is engaged by a pawl
21, the pawl being pivoted on the frame or
railing at its upper rear portion, millustmted
in. I‘lﬂ 2.

The bier A consists of a 1"eetanﬂ*ular skele-
ton body of such dimensions that it may be
slid over the lower or intermediate section 13
of the main frame or railing. The body A of
the bier, the framing whereof is designated
as 22, 1s supported at its rear end by suitable
legs 23 and at the rear is provided with han-
dles 24 of any suitable description. A rear
cross-bar 25 1s provided for the framing of the
bier, and intermediate cross-bars 26 are ad-
Jjustably located on the side pieces of the body
of the bier, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. A
hanger 27 1s attached to each side of the body
of the bier at its front portion, and in each
hanger a pulley 28 is mounted to turn, being
adapted to travel upon the side piecesof the
intermediate portion 13 of the main frame or
railing, as i1s clearly shown in Fig. 3. When
the bier has been carried into the frame or
railing as far as possible, the legs 23 of the
bier will be quite close to the rear legs or cor-
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ner-posts 11 of the railing or main frame, and -

the bier will be held in this position through
the medium of one or more hooks 29 or their
equivalents, which are located on the rear
cross-bar of the intermediate section 13 of the
frame or railing, being adapted to also engage
with the rear cross-bar 25 of the bier.

It 1s evident that the frame or railing may
be placed around the grave and will consti-
tute a support for the mourners and will
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serve to prevent the possibility of any one
stumbling at the grave. The casketis placed
upon the bier and the bier is carried to its
position within the railing or main frame.
The straps 17 will then be passed around the
casket, asshown in dotted lines in Ifig. 1, and
the bier is carried rearward from beneath
the casket, as shown in positive lines in IFigs.
1 and 2, permitting a person through the me-
dium of the windlass to lower the casket
safely into the grave. The casket may be
held at any desired point between the upper
portion of the main frame and its final rest-
ing-place through the medium of the ratchet
and pawl 20 and 21.

The device is preferably made of metal.
It is exceedingly simple, is economic in 1its
construction, and a single device 1s capable
of service on many oceasions.

Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— |

1. A casket-lowering device, comprising an
elongated framework or railing having a rec-
tangular irame at the top with a longitudi-
nally-arranged windlass mounted thereon,
longitudinal guide-rails on the sides arranged

~at a point between the top and bottom parts

of the framework, and a bier having one of
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guide-rails of the main frame by means of
friction-rollers, and the other end provided
with vertical legs and horizontally-extended
handles, substantially as shown and de-

scribed.
2. A casket-lowering device, comprising an

| its ends connected to and mounted upon the 30

35

elongated framework or railing having a rec-

tangular frame at the top with a longitudi-
nally -arranged windlass mounted thereon,
longitudinal guide-rails on the sides arranged
at a point between the top and boftom parts
of the framework, a bier having one of its
ends connected to and mounted upon the
guide-rails of the main frame by means of
frietion-rollers, and the other end provided
with vertical legs and horizontally-extended
handles, and wheels or rollers arranged at
the lower ends of the supporting-legs of the
main frame most remote from the bier, where-
by, when the bier is pushed in, the appara-
tus may be tilted and transported like a
wheelbarrow, substantially as shown and de-

scribed.
MARQUIS T. RODBD.
CANDREW J. PATTERSON.
Witnesses:
W. L. BURGER,
. A, DALMKE,
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