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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, MARZEL KROELL, a c1ti-
zen of the United States, residing at Louis-
ville, in the county of Jefferson and State of
Kentucky, have invented new and useful Im-

provements in Safety-Envelops, of which the

following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide
an envelop which cannot be opened surrep-
titiously without leaving marks to show that
it has been tampered with.

It consists in the novel features of con-
struction and combination of parts herein-
after described, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, in which I have shown
my invention as applied to ordinary commer-
cial and correspondence envelops,and isfully
disclosed in the following description and
claims. | o

In the drawings, Figure 1.1s a plan view of
the front of an envelop-blank embodying my
invention. Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 5 are similar
plan views showing the successive steps of
folding to form the envelop, and Kig. 6 shows
the front of an envelop embodying my inven-
tion as it will appear fully folded.

Similarletters refertosimilar parts through-
out the several drawings. |

A represents the part of the blank consti-
tuting the back of the envelop. A’, A® A’
and A° represent flaps of the blank adapted
to fold in toward the part A and form the
envelop..

Atrepresents asupplementary security-flap
pasted to the lower edge of the upper flap A°

and adapted to fold down over a letter placed

in the envelop. |

B represents a fastener made of a thin nar-
row strip of aluminium or tin passed through
two parallel slits in the end flap A', consti-
tuting a fastening-band, the said slits being
parallel to the line ¢, on which the end flap A’
is inwardly folded. |

¢ represents a diagonal slit in the end flap
A’ parallel toasimilar slit ¢'in the end flap A°.

¢ represents a slit in the side flap A*, made

-perpendiculartothe loweriolding-lineeof the

- blank, dividing the outer part of the flap into
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two locking-flaps a, formed with an angular
projection f and a', formed as shown.

a* and «® are minor locking-flaps formed |

| on the lower outer part of the end

lap A’
On the part ¢® are stamped two letters, pref-
erably 0. K.,”in any color that is not fast,
and to the locking-flap a*is attached a spring
D, made of a thin narrow strip of tin or alu-
minium, having its free end toward ¢’ and
fastened at the other end to the blank Dy
bending and held in place by passing through
parallel slits in «?, forming retaining-bands.
The lines e e ¢ and the dotted lines in Fig. 1
represent lines of folding.
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When it is desired to fold the blank thus

formed into an envelop, the tin or aluminium
strip B is bent at each slit through which it

passes at right angles, forming three sidesof

a rectangle.

The letters 0 b b b represent slits where

the upturned free ends of B pass through-

the blank in folding.

The blank having been formed
pared, as described, to make the envelop, the
end flap A’ is folded inwardly on A at the
line e, having the two ends of B projecting
perpendicularly upward from it, and the flap
A%is also folded inwardly on A and A',when
the slits ¢ and ¢’ will register. The locking-
flap ¢?, carrying the spring D, is then folded

aiid_ pre-
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backwardly upon the flap a° on the dotted

line shown between them in the drawings,
and the flap ¢, carrying a* along, is bent
perpendicularly up on the dotted line sepa-
rating it from A2in the drawings, Fig. 1. The
part of A3 above the slit ¢’ is then pulled
back, as shown in Fig. 2, to admit the fold-

ing upward and in of the side flap A%, Asthis

ap a, having the

is folded the minor locking-

projection F, is passed through the slit ¢ and

under the flap A, from which the projection
f prevents it from being withdrawn, and the
locking-flap ¢’ will lie on top of the end flap
A’ and one prong of the fastener B will pass
through the slot b,which is adjacent to the slit
¢®. The pulled-back part of the end flap A°is
then pressed down to pass overthe projecting
ends of the fastener B at the points 0 b, as
shown in Fig. 3, and then the locking-flap o'
of the side flap A?is folded over onto A°, and
the projecting ends of the fastener I3, passing
through it at the points indicated, are firmly
flattened down on the paper, thusholdingthe

folds securely together. The covering side
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flap A®is provideéd with sticking-gum dlong
its inner edges, as usual. The envelop is
now formed, as in I'ig. 4, and ready to receive
aletter. The letterisinserted and thesecurity-
flap A® (shown in Fig. 1) is folded down over
it inside the env eIOP T'he covering-flap A°
1s then folded, with the gum moistened, as
usual, and, if desired, the prongs of the fast-
ener I3 may be bent upwardly to pass through
the slots O U in the flap A® and then be again
folded down upon the flap. The loclilntr-ﬂ&p
@*, bearing the spring-strip D, is then inserted
ander the edge of A°throu n*h the slit ¢, when
it will lie upon the Ioekmfr-ﬂap a, and the
free end of the spring-strip D will enter the
slot /' in the flap a if an attempt is made to
withdraw the locking-flap c?.

It is evident that an envelop thus con-
structed cannot be opened by a knife with-
out showing that it has been tampered with,
and if an attempt 1s made to openit by Steam-
ing or wetting the colors in the letters on the
ﬂap «® will ran and spread.

Having thus described my invention, what
I ¢laim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A safety-envelop consisting of a blank
having two foldable end flaps provided with
a locking-slit and a locking metal strip on
one and a locking-slit and locking-tabs on
the other, one carrying a metal spring-strip,
as shown and the other stamped with letters
in 111111’111:1{} colors, and a bottom side flap
formed Wlth two lockmmﬂaps one adapted to
engage the slits in the end flaps when folded
and the other to fold over the inner part of

the end flap that carries the metal spring and |

letters, dnd bié fastened by the metal locking-
strip, and two top side flaps, one adapted to
be folded down over a letter inclosed in the
envelop afid the other provided with stick-
ing-gum on its face adapted to fold over the
part fastened by the metal strip and close
the envelop and be held in place by the lock-
ing-flap, carrying the metal spring, passing
below it and through the slits in the folded
end flaps leaving I;he letters stamped with
running colors e:xposed substantially as de-
scribed and for the purposes specified.

2. A safety-envelop formed from a blank
having two foldable end flaps, one provided
with a locking-slit and a locking metal strip,
and the other having a locking-slit, slots to
receive the metal strip on the other flap, and
a locking-tab carrying a metal spring-strip,
a bottom flap with two locking - flaps, one
adapted to enter the locking-slits in the end
flaps and having a slot to receive the free end
of the spring-strip when the parts are folded
into position, and the other to fold over the
inner part of the end flap that carries the
spring-strip and be fastened by the locking
metal strip, and a top flap adapted to fold
over onto the parts fastened by the locking-
strip and having its edges gummed, substan-
tially as desembed

Signed by me, in the presence of Lwo wit-

nesses, at Louisville, Kentucky, this 6th day

of June, 1898.
MARZETL KROELL,

Witnesses: |
WILL M. DIETZMAN,
G. W. HERBERT.
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