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UNITED STATES

PatENT OFFICE,

'SCOTT STEWART, OF RIVESVILLE, WEST VIRGINIA:

COPY-HOLDER.

SPECIFICATION forming phrt of Letters Patent No, 614,515, dated November 22; 1898,
- Application filed May 12,1896, Serial No, 591,261, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SCOTT STEWART, a citi-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Rivesville, in the county of Marion and
State of West Virginia, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Copy-Hold-
ers, of which the following is a specification,
reference being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawings.

The ob]ect of the invention is to provide a
novel means whereby a gradual descent of
the holder is effected, obviating the jarring
which would be incident to the concussion
between the base and the holder were it al-
Jowed to desecend rapidly, which is a great ad-
vantage to the operation as well as the dura-
bility of the machine.

Finally, the object of the Invention is the
production of a copy-holder which will possess
advantagesin pointsof durability, efficiency,
and general utility, making it comparatively
inexpensive to produce and sustain and
which presents at the same time a neat and
finished appearance.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in the novel details of

construction, as well as the arrangement and |

combination of parts, to be hereinaiter more
fully set forth and specifically claimed.

In describing the invention in detail refer-
ence is had to the accompanying drawings,
forming part of this specification, wherein
like letters and numerals of reference denote
corresponding parts in the several views, in
which—

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view taken
centrally of the base and standard. Fig. 21s
a bottom plan view with a portion of the ele-
ments removed. Fig. 3 is asimilar view of a
modified construction. Iig. 4 is a front view
of the copy-holder complete.

In the drawings, 1 denotes a hollow base; 2
a hollow standard secured to said base by lts
lower end being made fast in the upper or
solid portion of the base. At the lower end
of the standard i1s a valve 3, held against
the end thereof by the supportm -plate 32,
which is held in the base and adjusted by any
suitable means, so as to permit a gradual es-
cape of the air in proportion to the weight

carried by the frame or paper-holder, to be |

| hereina,flter more fully described. Within t’hé

standard are a piston 4 and a rod 5, extend-
ing upward therefrom through the cap 6. Se-
cured to the upper end of the rod o is a wire

frame made in any suitable shape to provide
a proper back for the support of the paper.
A rod 7* is journaled in bearings 8%, formed

on the upper end of the frame. A clamp 8 is
attached to the rod 7* and is caused to bear
against the frame 7 by means of the spring 92,
coiled around the rod. Thus it will be seen
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that the copy is secured to the frame by turn-

ing the rod 7* againstthe action of the spring
and inserting the paper under the clamp,
whereupon by the release of the rod the clamp
will bear firmly against the paper or papers
and hold them in place. Assoon asonesheet
is copied it may be turned over and inserted
under the spring-arm 9, which is secured to
the side of the frame, as cleaﬂ} shown in Kig.

4. The paper 18 further held in place against
the frame by means of the swinging member
10*, pivoted at each end to the arms 11%, pro-
jecting from the top of the standard. The
horizontal section of the swinging member
serves as an aliner, enabling the operator at
all times to readily observe the line which is
being written.

At thetop of the'standard surrounding the
piston-rod isarranged a ball-clutch10to retam
sald rod 1n any posibion of adjustment. To
operate the rod, a traveling clutch 12 is pro-
vided, having an opening in one end through
whichtherodisrun,aswillbe apparent. When
said clutch is held in any other position than

atright angles to the rod, the tendency is for

the edges of said opening to bite orengage the

rod that it may be elevated as the clutch 1s-

raised, and when said clutch is held at right
angles a perfectly free passage of the rod
through said opening is permitted. Sur-
rounding the piston-rod and resting on the
inner end of the clutch 12 is a thimble 13,
adapted to be raised and lowered with said
clutch for the purpose hereinafter set forth.
The mechanism for operating said cluteh con-
sistsof a rod 15, having a collar 16, a lever 17,
connected to the lower end of the rod 15, said
lever having an extension 18, provided there-
on, a sprmg-pressed arm 19 for actuating said
e\:tensmn, an arbor 20, to which the arm 19
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is secured, said arbor having one of its ends
slidably arranged in a bearing 20*, and an
operating-handle 21, connected to the arbor
20. A bifurcated end 22 is provided on arm
19, embracing the end of the lever on which
1t rides. |

- To regulate the throw of the lever 21, and
consequently the height to which the frame
is raised, a suitably-headed bolt 23 depends
through the base in such a position that the
arm 19 strikes the head thereof. A nut 24*is
threaded on the upper end of the bolt todraw

1t up or down, limiting the movement of said }

arm 19, and therefore the lever 21, to which it
is connected

In operation the lever 21isdepr essed there-
by actuating the arbor 20 and arm 19, raising
the rod 15, which in turn elevates the cluteh

12, and consequently the thimble 13. As will

be understood from FKig. 1, the retaining- |

cluteh 18 so constructed as to allow an upward

movement of the rod, yet prevent a down-

ward movement thereof. Upon the release
of the lever the parts are returned to their
normal position by thespring 24 drawing upon
the arm 19. When 1t is desired to lower the

device, the lever 21 is pressed to the side, as |
atingtherein, a clamping-frame carried there-
by, a piston on the rod, an air-escape at the
bottom of the tube, a traveling clutch oper-
‘ating the rod, means for 1eta1n1110* the rod
elevated, and means carried bythe Lmvelmw
cluteh for releasing the stationary elutch
said traveling and stationar y clutches beinﬂ*
‘released s1mu1taneously, for the purpose de-
‘seribed.

shown in dotted lines in FKig. 3. The arbor
20 will then be moved in 1ts bearing, so that
the arm 19 clears the head of the bolt 23 to
allow a longer stroke, and therefore a greater
upward movement of the rod 15, and so the
upwardly-curved end of the clutch is caused
to bear against the bracket 14, whereby, as
1s'usual in the operation of clutches of this
character, a disengagement from the rod re-
sults.
with the raising of the clutch 12 the thimble
13 1s eleva,ted and, due to the lengthened
stroke of the rod 15 strikes the ba,lls of the
retaining-clutch and holds them from engage-
ment with the rod 5, which is then free to
drop down by reason of its own weight., It
is at this point that the utility of the valve is
made apparent. Usuallyin copy-holders the
paper-holder or frame falls with a jar a,nd
noise that makes them disagreeable to use.
In my device, however, the air within the
standard is partially confined, only a gradual
escape thereol being allowed by the valve,
and this air acts as a cushion, the rod slowly

As before explained, simultaneously |

1
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settling in place without shock or jar as the

| air escapes.

In Fig. 3 I have shown a modified form of
base ﬂdapted to sustain the holder without an-
chorage and made especially for type-writers.
The movement of the operating-lever is lim-
ited by the sliding guard a, arranged on the
extension b of the table. The spring ¢ holds
the operating-levernormallyelevated. When
the lever is thrown to the side, it enters the

cut-away portion of the guard, and the lever:

descends until the clutches arve released, as
in the construction heretofore described.
The valve d is shown in dotted lines in or-
der to moreclearlyillustrate the tube and the
relation the tube and valve bear to each other.
Having fully deseribed my invention, what

T claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
- Patent, i1s—

1. In a COPpY- holdel the combination of a
tube, a piston and 10d operating therein, a
cluteh for engaging the rod and holding it in
its elevated position, a traveling clutch for

‘raising the rod, and an air-escape at the bot-

tom of the tube, as and for the purpose de-

-scribed.

2. In ecombination with a tube, a rod oper-

3. A copy-holder congisting of a tube, a
clamp-support slidable therein, a piston on
the end of the support, a cluteh engaging the
support to elevate the same, a second clutch

{ for holding 1t in ifs elevated position, means

for releasing both clutches simultaneously
and an air-escape at the bottom of the tube

for controlling the descent of the clamp-sup-

port, for the purpose described.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses. N
| SCOTT STEWART.

VVitnessés:
IJ_. K. I"IALL:
I, K. PARSONS.
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