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To all whom it may concern:

Be i1t known that I, ELMER E. STEPHENSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Wa-
bash, in the county of Wabash and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvementsin Trace-Holders, of which
the following is a specification.

The object of my present invention is to
produce an inexpensive, efficient, and easily-
applied device by which harness- traces may
be held onto the ends of the whiffletrees; and
it consists in the construction and arrange-
ment of parts which will be hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which are mad e a part hereof and on which
similar reference characters indicate similar
parts, Figure 1 is a perspective view of one
of my 1mproved trace-holders as the same ap-
pearsinuse on the end of the whiffletree when
holding the trace end in place thereon; Fig.
2, a side elevation of said trace-holder, actual
size, as 1t appears on the end of a whi
1ts open position being indicated by means of
dotted lines; Fig. 3, a central sectional view
of the same on an enlarged scale; Fig. 4, a
transverse sectional view of the portion of the
frame which carries the hook, with the hook-
holding ears in the position they occupy be-
fore the device is assembled; Fig. 5, a per-
spective view of the hook sepamtely, and Fig.
6 a plan view of the base separately.

Insaid drawings the portions marked A rep-
resent the Whlff‘ etree, on which the trace-
holder is mounted; B, "the base or frame por-
tion of said whu“etlee C, the hook portlon
thereof, and D the spring.

The base or frame B of my 1mp10ved trace-
holder is substantially in the form of an open
framework consisting of two sides 1 and 2,
two ends 3 and 4, Wlth a transverse portion 5

“extending aeross the otherwise open central

space, and two ears 6, having suitable perfo-

rations to receive the pivot of the hook and

when closed together to form a bearing for

sald hook. Th1s base 18 secured to the Wlllf—- |

fletree by the serews 7 and 8, which, it will be
observed, are the only fastenings required
with this device, as the parts of the device
themselves lock themselves together in as-
sembling. The ears 0, when the base is first
formed, are cast in the form shown by the full
lines in Fig. 4 and in assembling are.pressed
toward each other until they oceupy the po-

e

etree, .

ficure. On the under side of the end 3 of this

base a cavity is formed to receive and hold

the bent-upend of the spring D, and the trans-
verse member or bar
over which the said spring extends like a le-
ver, with its other end bearing against a suit-
able flat surface on the hook C. The sald
spring D is formed from flat spring metal, is
curved, as shown most plainly in Fig. 3, and,
as will be readily understood, is held in place
by the form of the parts B and C after said
parts are assembled.

The hook C has a member ¢/, which passes
down outside the end of the tlaee when the
apparatus is in use and holds the same in po-
sition. At the rear end it has flattened sides,
against which thespring D bears and whereby
1t is held to its various positions, as indicated

by the full and the dotted lines in Fig. 2. At

the rear end it has the pivot-ears or pwots C,
which enter suitable openings provided there-
for in the ears 6, by means of which when the
ears are closed together the hook isheld firm!ly
in place without the nse of any fastening de-
vices.

Having thus fully deseribed my said inven-
tion, What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Lettels Patent, is—

The combmatwn in a trace-holder, ofa,bafse
B, a hook C, and a spring D; one transverse
member of said base h&ving a cavity on its
under side, and another transverse member
which serves as a fulerum for the spring and
which is provided with ears to serve as bear-
ings for the hook; said hook having flattened

5 serves as a fulecrum
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sides to bear against the spring, and a mem-

ber to hold the trace in position, and projec-

tions or pivots to rest in the bearings in the

ears; and sald spring having one end formed
to enter the recess in the frame and arranged
to bear upon the fulecrum portion of said frame
at an intermediate point, and the other end
of which passes under the end of the hook be-
tween the ears of the frame, said ears being
adapted to engage withand carry the pivot of
the hook, whereby the several parts are held
together by their own form when assembled,
substantmlly as shown and described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and seal, at Wabash, Indiana, thls 10th
day oi Octobel A. D. 1898

'ELAER F. STEPHENSON. [L. 8]

Witnesses:

Wi H. ANDERSON’
CHAS. CLARK
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