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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWIN L. GODING, a
citizen of the United States of Amer ica, resid-
ing at Sanford, in the county of York and
State of Maine, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Divided Lasts with
Spring Connections; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to whmh it a ppertams
to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvements in

lasts, and more particularly in lasts capable

of being easily inserted in and withdrawn
from the shoe by reason of the last being di-
vided transversely in such manner as to form
a ledge on the fore part and an overhang on
the heel part, said overhang resting and turn-
ing on said ledge; and it con51sts in making
vermeel sockets in sald ledge and overhanﬂ*
adapted to register and msertlm' a spring in
sald socket tendmw constantly to hold said
parts in their normel position. ,

In the drawings herewith accompanying
and making a part of this application, Figure
118 a ver tlcal sectional view of my 1mpr0ved
last, taken on a line passing through the con-
nectmﬂ'-sprmb ,» and Fig. 2 18 a sectional view
of same, showing means for locking the two
parts together. | | -

Similar letters refer to like parts in both
figures. .

In said drawings, A represents the fore
part of a last, and B the heel part, formed by
dividing the lest by a transverse vertical cut C,
e\:tendmfr from the top downwardly, ehenrr-
ing from & substantially vertical to a hori-
zontal direction and again to a vertical direec-
tion to the bottom. A portion of the last is
thus removed, as seen at C'. Thus divided
there is formed a rear wardly-projecting ledge
D on the fore part at the bottom a,nd a for-
wardly - projecting overhang E on the heel
part at the top adapted to rest and turn upon
sald ledge on the fore part. There is a ver-

tical socket F in the ledge and a, correspond-

ing socket G reg1ster1nﬂ' therewith in the
In said sockets is inserted and
secured a coil-spring H, the tension of the
spring tending to hold the heel part down in
a normal position relative to the fore part.

——

| Said springis secured in any convenient man-

ner in the ledge and overhang—as, for ex-
ample, by pegs I It will be ewdent that one
or more springs may be used, provided they
are all arranged in the same transverse plane.
The overhang of the heel part rests down
upon the ledge of the fore part and turns
thereon in any movement of the heel part
relative to the fore part. The spring yields
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readily to permit the heel part to turn on the

fore part to the position shown in dotted

lines, and when pressure is removed the ten-

sion of the spring immediately returns the
heel part to its normal position.

In Kig. 2 1s shown means for locking the two
parts together, so that they cannot be sepa-
rated by pressure applied to the bottom.
This consists of a flexible link or locking
chain J, secured to the ledge and overhang.

I do not in this application claim the lock-

ing device nor the last divided so as to form
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a ledge and overhang separately, these fea-

tures being made the subject of a separate
application bearing éven date herewith.
The advantages of my improved last are
that the spring which returns the heel part
to its normal position is entirely concealed,
the heel part is automatically returned to its
normal position when not in use, and the
spring connection thus arranged not only
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serves to prevent the parts of the last from -

becoming detached, but renders it possible to
draw the whole last from the shoe at the same
time.

Having thus described my mventlon and

1ts use, I claim—

A last divided transversely and having a
rearwardly-projecting ledge on the fore pa,lt
and a forwardly-projecting overhang on the
heel part adapted to rest and turn upon said
ledge, vertical sockets in said ledge and over-
hang adapted to register, and a spring se-
cured In said sockets, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth. .

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses, this 6th day of

November, A. D. 1897.
 EDWIN L. GODING

Witnesses:
ELGIN C. VERRILL,
MARION RICHARDS. -
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