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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, SwiTs CONDE, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Oswego, in
the county of Oswego and State of New York,

haveinvented a newand useful Improvement

In Combination Knit Undergarments; and I
do hereby declare that the following, in con-
nection with the acecompanying drawings, is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention. |

My invention consists in a new and im-
proved form of combination undergarment by
which certain disadvantages of the prior gar-
ments are overcome and a garment is pro-
duced which adapts itself better to the form,
preserves 1its shape better in use, and does

~away to a large extent with seams and but-
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tons. |

Within the past few years the combination
knit suit has come largely into use and is of
two general types. One has the opening ex-
tending from top to bottom of the body por-
tion in front, the twosides buttoning together.
The otheropens horizontally across the breast
near the shoulders, flaps integral with the
back being drawn over the shoulders and but-
toned to the upper margin of the breast por-
Both of these types have certain de-
cided disadvantages. In the first the verti-
cal stays are inelastic, the buttons are un-
comfortable, particularly under the corset,

and when the garment shrinks it tightens on

the body, draws on the buttons, and gapes be-
tween them. In the second there are still a
certain number of objectionable buttons, and
as the garment is put on by spreading the top

opening and drawing it up over the legs and
body the whole upper portion of the garment,

including the waist, is stretched over the hips,
the largest part of the person, and soon losing
1ts elasticity the garment becomes shapeless,
like a bag. . Asthetopof thegarment, includ-
ing the margin across the breast, is stretched
and as the flaps, which hang slack behind
when the garment is being put on, are not
stretched, after a while the buttons on the

breast margin and the buttonholes in the

flaps donot register, it is inconvenient to but-
ton, and oftentimes the front is so stretched
that after the first button of the flap is se-

ment laid

| ment overcomes all these disadvantages, is

eagsily put on without strain on any part of
the garment, adapts itself to various sizes and
shapes, fits smoothly and snugly, completely
covers the various parts of the person, and. is
practically a seamless garment. Whatever
shrinkage takes place is distributed through-
out the garment and does not effectits use un-
less extreme and causes no strain on the but-
tons or any part, one button only being used.

My invention will be better understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which the same numerals of reference indi-
cate the same parts in all the figures.

Figure Iis a front elevation of my garment,
showing its position when on the wearer.

Fig. II is a plan of the two halves of the gar-

at after the sewing of the first
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seam. [Kig. III is a horizontal cross-section -

above the straps on line III III of Fig. I,
showing the position of the parts when on the
person. FKig. IV is a front view of a portion
of the front of the garment, portions being
broken away. |

The main portion of the garment is com-
posed of the two halves 1 and 2, which are

cut from a knit web, as one and one rib, with |

the greatest elasticity in the horizontal direc-
tion.
same pattern as that of half 1, from which is
cut away the back portion 3 on line 5, leav-
ing half 2. This having been done, the two
halves are stitched together on the seam 5,
near the waist, as shown in Fig. II, each being
formed with leg portions 66, front body por-
tions 77, widening toward the waist into front
flaps 8 8 and narrowing to the shoulder por-
tions 9 9, there being cut between the front
body portions 7 7 and the back 3 the armhole-
cuts 10 10 and the shaping-cuts 11 11 to shape
the garment to the waist. On the new and
peculiar form of these halves depends the
success of the garment, and it must be no-

ticed that the front portions are formed with

the rather long gradual curves 12 down to
about the point 13, by which the garment fits

smoothly across the front of the person, and

below with the rather more abrupt curve 14
to fit hips, thighs, and legs. Kach half is
provided with the integral rear flap 15, which

cured one button and a bunch of cloth are | overlaps to fully cover the person.
found forced around under the arm. My gar-

The two halves, having been cut and sewed

Both halves are originally cut in the
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together with the single seam 5, as shown 1in |

Fig. I, are folded over each on itself along
the axial line 16. The outer edges 17 17 of
the leg portions are then sewed to the re-
spective inner edges 18 18, forming the seams
19 19, the top edges 20 20 of the front body
portions to the corresponding portion of the
upper edge 21 of the rear body portion, form-
ing the shoulder-seams 22 22, and the edges
93 23 of the shaping-cuts 11 11 to each other,
with the exception of the width of the small
flap 24, which is not sewed, leaving a narrow
opening 25 on one side of the garment near
the waist, (the right as here shown,) for the

purpose hereinafter described. The sleeves

96 26 are then sewed into the sleeve-holes
10 10, and the front of the garment is finished
by a double binding 27, secured continuously
along the edge of both front flaps around the
neck down to about the waist. This binding
is peculiarly madeof a flat knit web arranged
to be slightly elastic longitudinally, but less
so than the main portions of the garment
itself, and with very little elasticity in width.
It is doubled and sewed within and without
to the margin of the garment, as shown in

Tigs. T and III,and is of importance not only

for finishing the front flaps, but for reinforc-

~ ing them, holding them in place, and afford-

ing a firm edge on which the bands willdraw

outwardly and somewhat downwardly to draw

the front smoothly across the body of the
wearer. At about the waist or widest portion
of each front flap
curely tothe edge of the flap or to the binding

a strap 28, preferably made double, of flat knit |

web, slightly elastic longitudinally, like the
binding, and of little or no elasticity in width.

In the end of each strap are formed two or |

three buttonholes 29 29 for adjustability.

When the garment is put on, these straps are |

passed around the body, the one underneath
(the right as here shown) being drawn out
through the ogening 25, and the two are but-
toned to the single button 30, secured to the
back of the garment a little below the waist,

(by which it avoids the corset,) as shown in.

Fig. I. It is preferable to arrange this but-
ton slightly below the waist-line, that the
straps passing around the body above the
hips and down behind will exert an outward
and slightly downward pull on the front;
but, if desired, this button may be attached
to the end of one strap and not to the gar-

ment, or the straps may be secured together

by buckle or safety-pin.

The small flap 24 is adapted to cover on the
inside the opening 25, which sometimes gapes.
(Best shown in Fig. IV.) A tape 31 is run
through the neck portion of the binding, holes
(not shown) being made on the inside of the
binding about where the frontscross. Y here
the bust is full, the front may gape, and this
tape is useful to draw together the two sides,
but usually it is not used and is left hanging
down inside the garment, as shown in Fig. I,

the front flaps lying smoothly in place with- |

is attached and sewed se-

out it. I have here shown my invention em-
bodied in a garment for female use, but it is
as well adapted for men, in which case the
number of seams may be still further reduced
by omitting the shaping-cuts 11 11 and the
seams of the edges 23 23.

By forming my new garment, as herein de-

scribed, of the two halves of peculiar pattern,
both made with integral front and rear flaps
and differing only in that the back piece 1n-
tegral with one is cut away from the other,
and securing it on the person by the straps
I have produced a garment fitting the person
smoothly and snugly and held securely In
place without discomfort, draw, or strain.
There is no undue fullness about the waist,
which occurred in former garments, particu-
larly where the wearer was small-waisted.
The straps exert a tension on the flaps, draw-
ing them slightly downward as well as out-
ward, the tension being transmitted upwardly
and toward the other side through the me-
dium of the binding. This tension 1S con-
stant, holding the whole flap and the whole
body portion smooth and flat, but yielding to
the motion of the wearer. The strapsshould
be made of knit web, as specified, having &
certain limited elasticity and adapting them-
selves to the form of the waist and hips.
Sateen or other rigid material would not be
suitable for the straps. By the front and
rear flaps the wearer is well protected with-
out undue bulk. | -

My garment adapts itself readily to wear-
ers of different shapes and proportions, and
also to different sizes, so that fewer different
sizes must be made and kept in stock.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim, and desire to protect by Letters
Patent, is— |

1. A combination knit garment formed of

two similar pieces cut by the same pattern
and each provided with integral front and
rear flaps, both of said pieces being formed
with integral back portions which are joined
on or about the waist-line, one of said pieces
having the upper part of its integral back
portion cut away from the other piece on or
about the waist-line, in combination with
straps sewed to the said front flaps, and pass-
ing around the body and adapted to be se-
cured together behind.

2. A combination knit undergarment com-
posed of two separate pieces one of said pleces
being provided with a widened portion to
form an integral back, and the other cut away
to receive said back, said pieces being sewed
to form the garment by a single horizontal
waist-seam, seams on the inner side of the
leg, top seams at the shoulders, and seams
for the armholes down to about the waist;
said pieces being provided with integral rear
flaps, integral front flaps extending across
the chest with slight outward curves down 1o
the waist, a double binding secured to the
front margin of said flaps extending continu-
ously from about the waist-line of each up to
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and around the neck portion, and straps se- | nesses, at Syracuse, in the county of Onon-
cured to said flaps at about the lower end of | daga, in the State of New York, this 27th day
said binding and extending around to the | of January, 1898, - |
back of the garment where they are secured ' SWITS CONDE.
5 together and to the garment. | Witnesses:
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my ALFRED WILKINSON,
hand, in the presence of two attesting wit- | L. F. WEISBURG.
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