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lo all whom Tt may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIE AM0S BOYN-
TON, a citizen of the United States, residingat
Dublin, in the county of Erath and State of
Texas, have invented a new and useful Wire-
Tightener, of which the following is a speci-
catlon

The invention relates to lmpmvements in
wire-tighteners.

The ODJect of the present inventfion is to

-improve the construction of wire-tighteners

20

30

35

.40

- 3°

and to provide a simple, inexpensive, and effi-
cient device which will possess great strength
and durability and which will be eapable of
stretching a wire around a fence-post to pro-
duce the desired tension and of holding the
wire in such position while the Same 18 bemﬂ
secured to the post.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts, as hereinafter fully described, illus-
trated 1n the accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a perspective
view of a mre-twhtener constructed in ac-
cordance with thlS invention and showing the
parts arranged preparatory to stretchmﬂ' a
fence-wire around a fence-post. Fig. 2 is a
similar view illustrating the arrangement of
the parts after stretching a fence-wire and
preparatory to fastening the same. Fig. 3is
a plan view 111ustrat1nn' the arrangement of

“the ratchet bars or jaws.

Like numerals of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

1 designates a lever provided at one end
with an angularly-disposed arm 2 and having
1ts other end forming a handle. The arm 2,
which 1s bifurcated, receives a cam-roller 3
and is preferably formed by a pair of plates
secured. to the opposite faces of a wooden bar,
which forms the body of the lever; but the
construction may be varied, if desired. The

lever is connected adjacent to the inner end

of the arm by a pivot 4, with the inner ends
of a pair of ratchet bars or jaws 5, adapted
to straddle a fence-post 6 and engage a fence-
wire 7, whereby when the lever is fulerumed

on the post and is swung to the position shown

in Fig. 2 of the drawings the fence-wire will

be stretched around the post at opposite sides |

of thesame. Theratchetbarsor jaws 5,which
are constructed of metal, are bent near their
inner ends to offset them suiﬁclently to strad-
dle a post, and they are provided at their lower
edges with recesses forming hook-shaped pro-
jections 8, adapted to engage a fence-wire, as
shown.

The roller, which is journaled between the
plates of the lever, preferably has a concave
bearing-face to fit a round post, and the lever,
preparatory to stretching a fence-wire, is ar-
ranged in substanmally a vertical posatmn
W1th its handle uppermost, as illustrated 1in
Fig. 1 of the accompanying drawings, and its
handle portion is then swung. downward
which brings the lever to the p051t1011 1llus-
trated 1n F1b 2, and as the lever is substan-
tially L-shaped the pivot 4 is carried away
from the post, thereby stretching the fence-

wire.
When the lever is alranﬂed as shown in
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Fig. 2, the tension of the fence-mre is suffi-

cient to hold the parts in that position, and
both hands of the operator may be employed
in attaching the fence-wire to the post, which
Is done by extending a short piece of wire
around the rear face of the post and securing
its ends to the fence - wire. The series of
notches or hook-shaped projections enable the
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tension of the fence-wire to be readlly regu-

lated.
In order to enable the fence-wire to be

stretched around a picket for securing the

latter to the wire, a pair of supplement&l jaws

or bars 918 emplpyed and theinner terminals
of the supplemental bars or jaws are connect-
ed with the lever by the pivot 4, as clearly
shown in Fig. 3 of the accompanying draw-
ings. Thesupplemental jaws or bars, which
are arranged within the jaws or bars 5, are
nearly straight, being only slightly deflected
to increase the space between them. |
The invention has the following advan-
tages: The wire-tightener, which is simple
and comparatively inexpensive in construc-
tion, possesses great strength and durability
and is adapted to stretch a fence-wire arotind
a post and to hold it in such position while it
isbeing fastened. Itisalsoadapted to secure
stays to the wires, and by fastening the stays
in this manner they remain on the wires per-
fectly secure, as there is no liability of the
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fastening devieces becoming detached, and a
wooden stay will last until 1t rots.

Changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of constr uction may be resorted to
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing any of the advautaﬂ'es of this IHVGH'[IOII

TVhat I claim 15— |

1. A wire-tightener comprising a pailr of
bars or jaws adapted to straddle a fence-post
and engage a fence- wire at opposite sides
thereof, a lever pivotally connected at a point
between its ends with the inner ends of the
jaws or bars and provided atone end with an
arm, adapted to be fulerumed on a fence-post,
whereby the jaws or bars are drawn outward
to stretch a fence-wire and to hold the device
on a post while fastening the wire, and a roller
mounted on the said arm at the outer end
thereof substantially as described.

2, A wire-tightener comprising a pair of

jaws or bars provided with means for engag- |
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ing a fence-wire, a substantially L -shaped
lever pivotally connected to the jaws or bars
at a point between its ends, said lever being
bifurcated, and a roller journaled in the bi-
furcation, substantially as described.

3. A wire-tightener comprising a substan-
tially L-shaped lever, the main jaws or bars
pivotally connected to the lever, near the an-
ogle of the same and being deflected later ally
to increase the space between them, and a
pair of supplemental jaws or bars Tocated
within the main jaws or bars and connected
with the lever by the pivot of the same, sub-
stantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses. '

WILLIE AMOS BOYNTON.

Witnesses:

JNO. J. RAY,
W. R. YOUNG.
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