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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, WILLIAM I. ORR, a citi-
zen of the Dominion of Canada, res1d1nﬂ' ab
Beausejour, in the Province of Manitoba and
Dominion of Canada, have invented new and
useful Impr ovementsin Clothes-Fasteners, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention 1elates to clothes-fasteners—
1.e., devices for fastening clothes upon lines—
and its novelty and many advantages will be
fully understood from the followmﬂ' deserip-
tion and claims when taken in conjunotion
with the annexed drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevatlon illustrating one
of my improved devices as fastemnﬂ' two
pieces of clothes upon a line. Kig. 2 is an
enlarged longitudinal central sectlon taken
through one of the fasteners, with the clothes-
line in elevation. Fig, 3 1s a transverse sec-
tion taken in the plane indicated by the line
v o of Fig. 2. Ifig. 3* 1s a section taken In
line 77 v of Fig. 2. Figs. 4 and 5 are longi-
tudinal SGCthl]ELl views of modified forms of
fasteners.

Referring by letter fo the said drawings,
and more particularly to Figs. 1 to 3* ther eof
A designates a clOthes-line, B two pieces of
clothes thrown over the line in the ordinary
manner,and C myimproved fastener,of which

any desired number may be employed on a

line, according to the number of pieces of
clothes to be secured thereto. 'I'hisfastener
C is formed in one piece and comprises a
body portion « and one or two (preferably
two) overhanging end portions 6. The body
portion ¢ 1s prowded with a longitudinal bore
¢, which 1s deflected, prefembly in an up-

- ward direction, and is gaged out, as indicated
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by ¢, while the overhanging end portions b
are provided in their under side with grooves
. The overhanging end portions are pret-
erably undercut, as indicated by e, to render

‘the grooves d lower at their outer than at

their inner ends, and the said grooves, adja-
cent to theends of the fastener, are also pret-
erably flared or increased in width down-
wardly, (see Fig. 3,) so as to enable the fas-

tener to better hold the clothes and also to
-afford air-spaces above the line.

At a point
adjacent to the ends of the bore ¢’ the walls
of the orooves d are chambered, as indicated |

liable to be misplaced or lost.

| tener being easily moved well up upon the

edge of a piece of clothes, the gaged or en-
larged portions ¢’ of the bore enabling the
cha,mbel ed portions to properly bear upon the
clothes.

When the fasteners are strung upon the
line, said line will extend through the bores
¢ and rest in the grooves d of the fasteners,
as better illustrated in Fig. 2,°and in conse-

“quence said fasteners will be retained on the

line ready for use at any time and will not be
It will also be
observed that the passage of the line through
the curved or deflected bores ¢ of the fasten-
ers forms kinks in the line which will hold
the fasteners against casual movement, es-
pecially when the weight of clothes 1s 1mposed
on the line and the fasteners are 1n use.
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While this is so, the fasteners may be readily

moved by hand on the line to place them in
engagement with or disengagement from the
elothes

By reason of the outer ends of the grooves
¢ being lower than the inner ends thereof the
pleces of clothes are fastened on the kinked
portions of the line, and in consequence the
liability of their being casually disengaged
from the fastener is greatly lessened.

In using two of the fasteners C to secure a
piece of clothes upon the line A thesaid piece
of clothes is thrown over the line between the
fasteners, after which said fasteners are
moved toward the piece of clothes and their
inneroverhanging end portions lifted slightly
and placed in engagement with the same, the
orooves d in said end portions receiving the
bight of the piece of clothes and the line, as
illustrated. The said grooves d, being down-

| wardly flared and pitched downwardly from

their inner to their outer ends, as before de-
scribed, are adapted to readily receive and
are enabled to clamp or hold the piece ot
clothes. For these reasons I prefer to have
the grooves downwardly flared and pitched
downwardly from their inner to their outer

‘ends.

As will be readily observed by reference b0
Fig. 1 of the drawings, each of the fasteners
1S adapted to clamp or secure the contiguous
ends of two pieces of clothes upon the line.
It will also be observed that while the fasten-

by €, (see Fig. 3*,) so as to permlt of the fas- l ers securely hold the pieces of clothes npon
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the line they do not tightly press the clothes

against the sides of said line and are there-

fore not liable to injure the clothes in freez-
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ing weather, as are the ordinary bifurcated
clothes-pins.

The fastener C? (shown in Fig. 4) is sub-
stantially the same as that shown in Figs. 1
to 3,with the exception that the walls of its
orooves d* are not chambered.

The fastener C? (shown in Fig. 5) is simi-
Iar to the fastener C?,with the exception that
the deflection of its bore ¢° is not as great as
that of the bore ¢*in Fig. 4 and its grooves d”

are increased in depth from thelr Inner to

their outer ends, as shown. Aswill be read-
ily observed, the intermediate body a extends

downwardly to about the plane of the lower-

most points of the overhanging end portions,

and in consequence is enabled to balance the

fastener onaline and also to serve as a handle
to permit of the fastener being readily moved

- on the line.
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Having thus described my invention,what
I claim is— °

1. The herein-described clothes-fastener
formed in one piece of wood or other material
and comprising the intermediate body portion
a having the upwardly-deflected bore adapted
to receive a clothes-line, and the undercut,

overhanging end portions having the longitu-

dinal grooves in their under sides throughout
their length merging at their inner ends into

the bore of the body; the said intermediate
body extending downwardly to the plane of

the lowermost points of the end portions, sub-
stantially as specified.

2. A clothes-fastener formed in one piece

of wood or other suitable material and com-

prising a central body portion having the up-
wardly-deflected bore adapted to receive a
clothes-line, and overhanging, undercut end
portions having longitudinal groovesin their
under side coincident with the ends of the
bore; the said grooves being flared or 1n-
creased in width downwardly adjacent totheir
outer ends, substantially as specified.

3. A clothes-fastener formed in one piece
of wood or other suitable material and com-
prising a central body portion having the de-
flected bore adapted to receive a clothes-line,
and the overhanging end undercut portions
having longitudinal grooves in their under
sides coincident with the ends of the bore;
the said grooves being increased in width to-
ward their outer ends, and being also flared
or increased in width downwardly adjacent
to their outer ends and being chambered ad-
jacent to the ends of the bore, substantially
as specified.

4. A clothes-fastener formed in one piece
and comprising a central body portion having

thedeflected bore adapted to receive a clothes-

line, and the overhanging end, undercut por-
tions having longitudinal grooves in thelr un-

der sides merging at theirinner endsinto the

bore; the said grooves being chambered ad-
jacent to the ends of the bore, substantially

as and for the purpose set forth.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subsecribing wit-
nesses.

WILLIAM II. ORR.

Witn QSSGS :
W. J. GRIFFIN,
I[ENRY S. GOTZ.
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