No. 613,022, , - Patented Oct. 25, 1898,
- F. L. SHIREY. . |
NAIL HOLDER FOR HATCHETS.

(Application filed Jan. 4, 1898.)

(No Model.)

%itwef&wo .

HE NRORYS PETERS CO.. FHOTD-LITHD., WASHINGTON, D C.




10

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

FRANK L. SHIREY, OF LAYTON, PENNSYLVANIA.

' NAIL-HOLDER Fo;lg; HATCHETS,

!

SPECIFICATION formmg pa,rt of Letters Patent No 613,022, dated October 25 1898
Apphoatlon filed January 4, 1398 Serlal No. 665 564. (No model,)

To all whom it may concer: *
Be it known that I FRANK L. SHIREY aQ
citizen of the United States residing at Lay-

“ton, in the county of I‘ayette and bta,te of

Pennsylvama have invented a new and use-
ful Nail-Holder for Hatchets, of ‘which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to hatchets, ha,mmel S,
or other similar tools for driving nails, and
more especially to tools of this class provided
with a seat to receive the head of a nail and
a spring-arm to hold the nail in position while
being struck at the beginning of the opera-
tion of insertion, whel eby the nail will be
held in proper posmon to 'be driven without
injuring the hand of the operator. _

The object of my invention is to prowde a

~ hatchet of such construction as will dispense
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with the necessity of the operator holding the
nail in position to be struck with the hammer
in order to stick it in the wood at the beﬂ'm-
ning of the operation of driving 1t.

W’lbh this object in view my invention con-

sists in the improved construction, arrange-
ment, and combination of parts, her ema;fter'q

fully described and afterward specifically

pointed out in the appended claims.

In order to enable others skilled in the art

to which my invention most nearly apper-

tains to make and use the same, I will now

~ proceed to describe its construction and oper-

ation, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, fmmm pmt of 13h1s specifica-
131011, in Whleh-—u- |
Figure 11s a perspectwe view v of a hatchet
constructed in accordance with myinvention.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same, a por-
t1011 of the eye and of the handle being shown
in section. Tig. 5 1s a detail pelspectwe

view of the spring clamping or holding plate

detached from the hatchet.

Like letters of reference mark the same
parts wherever they occur in the diiferent
ficures of the drawings.

In the followi ing descuptlon of my inven-

tion I shall conﬁne myself to the description

of a hatchet constructed with my improve-
ment; but it will be obvious to any one skilled
in the art to which my invention appertains
that it is equally applicable te any and all
tools for driving nails.

Referring to the drawings by lettels, A is |

A

' the bla,de, B the body, and C the head, of a
‘hatchet, which may be of any 01d111ary or
-appmved construction or material.

most clearly shownin FKig. 2.

‘In providing the hatchet with my inven-
tion I first undercut the inside of the head C
on the line D until a suitable point E is
reached, from which point the cut is contin-
ned in a line nearly parallel with the face of
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the hatchet, as shown at If, the dwewence ‘

from such 11ﬂ*ht-a,n<ru1a1 11116 being shﬂ'htly

inward, so as to give to the nail G the proper

inclination to be started or stuck into the
wood most advantageously.

H indicates the eye of the hatchet, the up-

per inner end of which is beveled off and pro-
vided with an opemnn'leadmﬂ'mwald atabout
an angle of forty-five degrees with the longi-
tudmal direction of the handle.

Iis a strip of flat spring metal provided
with a hole J near one of its ends, bent at a
slight angle at K and having its opposite end
blfmcated as at L, to fmm a notch M. In
order to secure this holding or clamping
spring I to the hatchet, the pelfm ated end is

laid upon the beveled inner end of the eye

of the hatchet, as most clearly shown in Fig.
2,and a screw N is inser ted through the hole
J in the spring and the opemnﬂ* or periora-
tion, before referred to, intheeyeand thread-
ed into the wood of the handle O. In this
position the angle K of the spring I is properly

placed to hewe a bearing aﬂ*a,mst the outer

edge of the head P of the nail G when seated
in the socket or seat made for it in the inner
side of the head of the hatchet, as hereinbe-
fore described, and the bifurcated ends L will

rest upon the opp031te sides of the body of
the nail at a slight distance inside of the line
| of the face of the hatchet, the body of the

nail resting partially within the slot M, as
- 'With the parts
in this position the nail can be slipped into

the recess or socketin thehead of the hatchet

from either side and when in position will be

‘held therein yieldingly, as before described,
with the angle K of the holding-spring 1est- |

ing against the head of the nail and the Dbi-
fuwated ends L of the spring embracing the
body thereof. When the nail is thus held

the user of the hatchet may, by simply strik-
ing its point against the wood, stick the nail
therein with su

ficient force 1:0 permit of the
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hatchet being withdrawn from the nail with-
out loosening or withdrawing it. When thus
stuck or started in the wood, the nail will be
held sufficiently rigid to permit of its being
driven home by striking it with the head of
the hatchet in the usual manner.

By means of myinvention the danger of in- |
Y g

Juring the fingers of the operator while hold-
ing the nail in position to be driven with the
hatchet in the other hand is entirely obviated,
and the user of the hatchet is also enabled to
stick a nail in elevated or other out-of-the-
way positions which cannot be reached by the
hand in order to hold a nail for striking:.
Further than this the user of the hatchet pro-
vided with my invention may hold a board or
similar article with one hand against a wall
or other vertical structure and start the nail
without the necessity of removing the hand
from the board and perhaps allowing it to slip
out of position. . | |

‘While I have illustrated and deseribed the
best- means now known tome for carrying ouat
my invention, I do not wish to be understood

as restricting myself to the exact details of |
construction shown and described, but hold

that any slight changes or variations; such as
might suggest themselvesto the ordinar y me-
chanic, would properly fall within the limit

and-scope of my invention.

Having thus fully described my invention, |
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by |

Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. A hatchet or other tool for driving nails,
provided with an undercut recess in the in-
ner side of its head, the bottom of which re-
cess 1s slightly inclined from the line of par-

allelism with the face of the hatchet, the in-
ner edge of the eye of the hatchet being bev-
eled off and perforated as described, in com-
bination with a flat spring bent at a slight

-angle near its mid-length, provided with a

hole near one end and having its opposite end
bifurcated, and a screw inserted through the

-holein the end of the spring and through the

opening in the eye of the hatchet and thread-

“ed into the wood of the handle, substantially
-as described.

z. The combination with the hatchet pro-

vided with the head C, having a recess formed

in the inner side thereéof with inclined side D
and bottom I, of the flat spring I, bent at K,
provided with hole Jin one end, and the notch
Mintheother,formed between the bifurcated

-ends L, and thescrew N, passing through the

hole Jand the perforation in the eye H of the
hatchet, into the wood of the handle O, the
angle K being in position to bear upon the

“head P of the nail G and hold it in the recess
in the hatchet, and the bifurcated ends L be-
Ing in position to embrace the body of said
‘natil, substantially as described.

FRANK I. SHIREY.
Witnesses:
- J. B. SHIREY,
J. G. MURPHY.
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