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To all whom it may concerm:
- Be it known that I, STEPHEN G. SMITH a

citizen of the United Stetes, residing at Han-

nibal, in the county of Marion and State of
M].sseum have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Bandages for Umbilical
Cords; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the
invention, ‘such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which 11: appertains to make and
use the same. |

My invention relates to a bandaﬂe or dress-
ing for the umbilical cord of a newly-bom

hlld

In cases of child-birth the medical attend-
ant ties a strong thread or tape around the
umbilical cord about one and three-fourths

(1%) inches from the body of the child and

then severs said cord, leaving a stump or frag-
ment of the cord ebout two inches long re-
maining attached to the umbilicus ef the

child.
It is very desirable that the stump or fra,ﬂ'-

' ment of the cord remaining attached should

dry and be exfoliated or thrown off from the
body of the child quickly and without putre-
faction or decay.

It has been a common practice f01 the medi-

cal attendant or the nurse to dress the cord

by wrapping around it a strip of charred linen

or cotton cloth; but this dressing is defective
and often fails to fully accomplish all that is

desired, because the cord often remains moist

for several days and causes decay thereof,
oiving rise to disagreeable odor.
The object of my invention is to obviate

these objections by the provision of a bandage

or dressing which may be easily and qumkly
applied, shall serve as an inclosure to the
fragment of adhering cord and prevent the
same from having cont&et with the body of
the child and Wlth the clothing or from being
rubbed by the latter, and whleh shall possess
eseptlc antiseptic, a.ud absorbent properties,
to insure the fragment drying rapidly, and
be exfoliated without any of the disagreeable
troubles due to the now present method of
dressing the cord.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists of a dressing creased or indented to form
two or more foldable members, one member

provided with a cord-receiving aperture and |

with a slot which extends from said aperture '

to the marginal edge of the dressing. I pret-

erably make my dressmﬂ' of the meterlal

known to the medical fratermty as ‘‘lintine,”

because of its soft and absorbent properties,

and in some cases this dressing is impreg-
nated or charged with a dry a,ntlaeptlc agent
comprising a powdel made, preferably, of tal-

cum or b01 acic acid or a mlxture of said ma-

terials; but my invention is not strictly con-
fined to the employment of this antiseptic
agent or powder, because it may be omitted,
if desired.

To enable others skilled in the art to un-
derstand my invention to better advantage,

I have illustrated the same in the accompa-

nying drawings, forming a part of thls speel-
fication, and in Wthh-—-—- |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the pre-
fer red embodiment of my dressing or bandage.
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Fig. 21s a view showing the method of fold-

ing the dressing to inclose the umbilical cord.

_Flﬂ' 3 18 a pelspeetwe view of another em-

bodiment of my bandage or dressing, and Kig.
4 is a view showing it folded to inclose the
cord.

Like letters of reference denote cor respon(1~
ing parts in all the figures of the drawings,
refelrmﬂ' to which—
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A deelcrnates the dressing or bandage, con-

sastmw of a sheet or strip of materlal elthel
rectanﬂ'ular substantially square, or of any
other approprmte shape. The bandage 1S &
single continuous piece of soft a,bsorbent ma-

_terlel preferably the material known to the

art as ““lintine,” employed for surgical dress-

ings. Aceordmﬂ* tomyinventionthe dressing -

1S prewded near one edge with a hole or open-
ing B and with a slit or incision C, which ex-

-tends from the hole or opening B to the proxi-

mate edge of the dressing A, the hole being
of a diameter greater than the width of the
slit. This eonstluctlon possesses utility in
that the slit or incision can readily be opened
by drawing apart the dressing along the slit

or incision, and thus permit the umblheal"

cord to be reedﬂy received within the hole or
opening B, and after releasing the dressing
the edges fall back or are dra,wn back mto
place, thereby preventing in a measure the
cord from dlsenfra,gmﬂ' itself from the hole in
the dressing.
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After the umbilical cord has been fitted in |

the bandage or dressing the latter is folded
upon itself toinclose the cord within the same,

and thus prevent the cord from touching the
body of the child or from being rubbed by

the clothing. The dressing may be folded
once or twice upon itself, as shown by Figs.

2 and 4. |

In Fig, 1 I have shown the dressing as of
approximately square form, and it is creased
orindented, as shown by Figs. 1 and 2, to fold
twice upon itself. The lines of the fold are
indicated at a b, thus forming a central mem-
ber cand two side flaps or members d e, which
are adapted to be folded or turned inward

upon the member ¢ and one upon the other,
In this embodiment of

as shown by Fig. 2.
the invention the hole and the outwardly-
extending slit are produced in that part of

the dressing between the foldable sides or.

flaps d e. The bandage, however, may be in

the form of an elongated strip of proper width,

as shown in Figs. 3 and 4. In this case the
dressing has the slot and the incision or slit
produced near one edge thereof, so that the
slit opensthrough an end edge of the dressin 2.

The bandage is folded once upon itself,
along the line indicated at f, by bringing the
distal end thereof over and upon the perfo-
rated and slitted end which receives the um-
bilical cord.

In the manufacture of my dressing I cut
or stamp the same from a proper piece of lin-
tine and produce the hole B and incision C,
as described, and I then prefer to apply to

- that surface of the dressing with which the
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tendant or the nurse.

umbilical cord comes in contact when the
dressing is folded an antiseptic agent, such

as a dry powder consisting of taleum or bo-

racicacid oramixture of both materials. This
powder fills the pores or intersticesin the lin-
tine dressing and practically impregnatesthe
same, 80 as to adhere to and form a part of
the dressing. It is not essential, however,
thatthisantiseptic powderbeused, and I may
dispense with the same. . '

The creases to denote the line of the fold
or folds may be produced by indenting or
pressing the material, or said creases may be
omitted altogether, the bandage being folded
at places in the discretion of the medical at-
I prefer, however, to

crease the bandage to denote the lines of the
fold. |

55 In applying the dressing it is spread along

the line of the slit or inecision far enough to
permit the umbilical eord to pass through the
slit and occupy the hole B, and after releas-

ing the edges of the dressing they assume their
normal position, so that the cord is confined

in the hole. The dressing fits close down to
the body of the child. The cord is spread or
folded flat upon the dressing and the dress-
ing is folded upon the cord,which in the form
shown by Fig. 2 is effected by folding the flaps
. e over upon the cord and upon one another,
or in the device shown by Fig. 3 is accom-
plished by folding the distal half of the dress-
ing upon the part having the opening and
slit. Afterthedressingisadjusted the binder
is used as in ordinary instances. The dress-
ing thus incloses the cord wholly within itself
to prevent it from touching the body, and be-
ing aseptic, antiseptic, and absorbent causes
the stump or fragment of the cordtodry rap-
1dly and be exfoliated withouttrouble and an-

- Having thus fully described myinvention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. Asanewarticle of manufacture, a dress-
ing or bandage for the umbilical cord consist-
Ing of a foldable piece having a hole or open-
ing and a slit or incision which extends from
sald hole to an edge of the dressing, substan-

{ tially as and for the purposes described.

2. Asamnewarticleof manufactare, a dress-
ing or bandage for the umbilical cord consist-
ing of a piece of absorbent material provided
with a cord-receiving holeand with a slit that
extends from said hole to a proximate edge of
the dressing, the latter being creased or in-
dented to fold upon itself and inclose the cord
when it is inserted in said hole, as set forth.

3. Asamnewarticle of manufacture, a dress-
ing or bandage for an umbilical cord impreg-
nated with an antiseptic agent and compris-
ing a creased or indented piece of absorbent
material having a central member and two
oppositely-folding side members, the central
member provided with a cord-receiving open-
ing and a slit which extends from said open-
ing to the edge of the dressing, substantially
as and for the purposes described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

STEPHEN G. SMITII.

Witnesses:
JaAs., C. LEwis,
JOS. T. HAGAN.
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