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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

SIDNEY R. ELLIS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

ROTATORY THEATER-STAGE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 612,836, dated October 25, 1898.
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To all whom 1t may concermn.: -
Be it known that I, SIDNEY R. ELLIS, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing in the city
of New York, State of New York, have in-

vented a now and useful Improvement in Ro-
tatory Interiors for Theatrical Purposes, of

which the following is a specification.
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The invention has for its object to provide
a device whereby the representation of the
interiors of different roomsin a hotel or other
building may be successively and quickly

presented to the view of an audience in a.

theater and to construect each scene in such a
manner that the usual exits at the q1des and
rear shall be provided.

The invention consists in a rotatory table
having upon its upper surface sections rep-

-resenting the interiors of rooms adapted to

be presented successively to the view of an

audience and provided with entrances from

one room to another.
The invention further consists in a rotatory

“table having upon its upper surface sections
| 16]_31686121131110‘ the interiors of rooms and pro-
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vided with entrances from one room to an-
other and also a compartmentnot visible from
the audience and to which access may be had
from each of the different rooms. -
The invention still further consists of a sta-
tionary auxiliary platform or stage adjacent
to the rotatory table,whereby the area of the
room in view of the audience is enlarged.
Referring tothe drawings, Figurelis a plan

of myimpr oved ‘ mtator} interi iors for theat-

rical purposes.” Fig. 2 isa perspective view

of the same as seen fwm the auditorinm of

a theater.

IFig. 3 1s a sectmn t&ken on line
3 3, Fig. 1 |

Like numemls 1efel to like pal ts through-

out the several views.

In the drawings, 1 is a rotatory table sup-

ported upon fourlegs.2 2. Said legsare braced
from a center casting 8, which is supported

by and is adapted to 1otate upon a standard

4, having a base 5, which rests upon the floor
6. The leﬂ's 2 2 are each provided with roll-
ers 7, which run upon a track 8, said frack
16%13111“‘ upon the floor. The upper surface of
the table 1 is divided by partitions 9 into four
sections or rooms 10, Said rooms are con-

- nected one with another by doors 11 in the

|

of the rooms 10 by swing-doors 13.

and the footlights 19.

the mechanism under said sta,fre

partitions 9, said doors being preferably made
to swing in elthel dlrectlon

of the same being hidden from the VI@W of
the audience by the ordinary ¢ drop.”

The partitions
9 are of any desired height, the upper edges
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In the center of the table 1 is a compart-

ment 12, the interior of which is not visible

to the audlence but which connects with each
In front
of thetablelisa St&tl(}lldl y flooring 14, form-
ing an auxiliary staging on & level with the
top of said rotary t’tble or with the floors of
the rooms 10. Said auxiliary stage is sup-
ported at the front side by legs 15, which are
hinged thereto at 16. The a,u\iliaiystaﬂ*e 14

18 h1nn*ed at 17 17 to uprights 18, fastened to

the floor 6, so that the said au*nhary stage
may be folded up in the position shown by
dotted lines, Fig. 3, in order to make room
for the curtain to descend between said table
A curtain 20, fastened
to the front of the auxiliary stage 14 conceals
Two side
sereens 22 22 extend from the partitions 9 9
to the footlights, forming a complete stage-

setting.

The table 1 may be rotated by men sta-

tioned thereunder, or it 'ma,y be rotated by

means of the bevel - gearing 23 24 and the
shafting 25, running t0 the b(wk of the stage
and there 10ta.ted b}r a pulley or by a crank.
The operation of the device is as follows:
Supposing the stage to be set for one scene,
the lights are momentaul} turned down and
the t&ble 1 rotated until another room 1s
brought into view of the audience, when the

llghts are turned up. It will thus be seen
| that scenes can be changed in a moment Dy
the use of this device.

Another manner of using the device 1s as

follows: The tablel may be rotated at about

the speed that a man would walk or ran, and

the actor or actors would pass from one room
to another In full view of the audience, if de-

sired, and thus by continuously or intermit-
tently rotating the table 1 a series of ludi-
crous or St&lthﬂ“‘ effects may be produced.

It will also be ObSGI ved that by the arrange-

ment shown each room has the ordinary emts
required in a stage-settm g—namely, two side

| and a rear emt
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Having thus described my invention, what | sald compartments being provided with doors I5
- I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 1Is— |

1. A rotatory table, having compartments
thereon, representing the interiors of rooms,
in combination with an auxiliary stage, so
arranged as to form an extension or enlarge-
ment of the room to which it is adjacent, and
hinged to supports in such a manner that it
may be placed in a vertical or horizontal po-
sition, substantially as described, for the pur-
pose specified. - .

2. A rotatory table having compartments

- thereon, representing the interiors of rooms,

whereby access may be had from one com-
partment to another; in combination with an
auxiliary stage, so arranged as to form an ex-

tension or enlargement of the room to which
1t 18 adjacent, and hinged to supports in such
a mannert, that it may be placed in a vertical

or horizontal position, substantially as de-
scribed for the purpose specified.

SIDNEY R. ELLIS.

Witnesses:
CHAS. H. YALE,
ANNIE BYRON.
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