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To all whom it Ty COTLCETTL;

Beit known that I, MARY A. El‘SﬁLL of the'

city of Minneapolis, county of Ilennepin, and
State of Minnesota, have invented a certain

new and Improved Hat- Box, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification.

The invention relates to 1eceptaeles for
hats, particular ly ladies’ hats; and the object
ot the invention is to provide a box contain-

ing a rack upon which a number of hats may

 be placed one above the other, each hat be-
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ing supported 111dependent1y of the others to
pr event the weight of those in the upper part

of the box fmm cr ushmﬂ' or otherwise dam-

aging those beneath, _the slide or bar of the

rack constituting a brace for the wall of the

receptacle.

A further ObJth is to provide a hat- -box-
having a removable rack to permit access to-
hats at the lower end of the rack without dis-
turbing those above and to permit all the

hats to be removed simultaneously from the
box to be dusted or exhibited when the de-

vice 18 used in millinery or gents’ furnishing .

stores.

The invention consists ﬂenel ally in a box.
havmg a removable rack auanwed therein,

sald rack comprising an uplwht slide, which
serves as a brace for the walls of the box, and
a series of brackets or hooks ther eon and

means for supporting said rack in an upright

position and ]_36111'11131311]0‘ the removal thereof,

and, further, the inventionconsists in various
constl uctmns and combinations, all as here--
inafter described, and pmtleulm ly pointed

out in the claims.

In the accompanying dr awmﬂ*s forming a
- part of this specification, Figure 1 is a h&t-“

Fig. 2 is a
Ifig. 3is a view

box embodying my 1nvent10n
vertical section of the same.

of a portion of the interior wall of the box,
IFig. 4 is a wew,_'

showing the vertical n*uldes

of the 1emovable mel;: Illo 5 is a detail of

one of the hooks or bmckets, and Fig. 6 is a
partial sectional view on the line « « of

Fig. 2

In the drawings, represents the box, made

preferably, of pastebomd and substantmlly'

cylindrical in form, having a cover 3, which

fits down closely over the open end of the box

to exclude dust and dirt therefrom.
I'have shown the box made sufficiently deep

‘to be placed in the box.-
‘ported on the frames or blaekets independ-
_ently of the others it is obvious that by re-
| moving the rack from the box a hat may be
taken off the rack without handling the oth-
1 ers, and when the boxisused in mllllnely or
gents’ furnishing stores the hats may be ex-
‘hibited or dusted without being handled, and
‘those at the bottom of the box will be in no
danger of being crushed or da,mfwed by the
-'_Wewht of those above. '-

to acconﬂnOdthe a series of three hooks to

support as many hats placed one above the

~other in the box; but, if desired, the box
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may be mﬂde deepel to aecommodate a larﬂ'el |

number.

Upon the inner wall of the bm: I plf‘OVlde |
the strips or pla,tes 4, preferably of paste-
board, secured in a vertical position to the
“inner w:mll by pasting or in any other suit-
able manner and having their: ad,]ztcem lon-

gitudinal edﬂ'es turned outwm dly to form the
veltmal ﬂ:;m oges or guides 5, between which
therackisver thELHV shda,ble "Thisrack com-

prises a bar or slide 6, substantially triangu-

lar in cross- seetlon, mmnﬂ‘ed to slide fleelv
between the guides 5 and provided upon its
inner sur faee with a series of hooks or brack-

ets 7, each havmg a downwardly-turned loop

at one end to receive the serews S, by means
of which the bracket is secured to the slide
6 and upwardly turned at its free end and

provided with a horizontal loop 9 to support -
75

the crown of a hat and hold the same in a
horizontal position. The hooks or brackets
7 are allanﬂed at intervals on the slide 6, and
there are as many of them as there are hats

-Near the end of the shde 6 as shown in

I I‘w‘ 4, I provide a noteh or 1eeess 10 to per-
_. m1t Lhe slide to be easily grasped by the fin-
gers of the operator and removed from the
f_bmc
1itself I may provide a knob or button thereon
for the same purpose.

Instead of having a notch in the slide

tutes a brace . f01 the wall of the box or re-

| ceptacle.

By making a box of sufﬁuent diameter I

may arrange several slides within the box, so

- As each hat is sup-
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The slide also consti-
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that a large number of hats may be pla,eed. |
therein and protected from dust until such

time as they are needed. While I prefer

130 use the form of wmde% thWIl helem on.
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~account of its cheapness, 1 do not confine my-

IO

self to this exact construction, as any device
which would retain the slide in an upright

position and at the same time permit it to be
moved freely up and down in the box would
be applicable for the purpose.

1 claim—

1. Thehat-boxcomprising a receptacle hav-
ing 1ts walls formed of light material and pro-
vided with a vertical slide to brace the same,
and a bracket extended from said slide and
adapted to be inserted and rémoved from the
box with the slide, substantially as and for
the purposes described. .

2. The hat-box comprising a receptacle hav-

ing 1ts walls formed of light material, a ver-

11897,

tical slide to brace the wall, and a series of
brackets arranged upon said slide one above
the other and at such distances apart that a

hat may be placed on each bracket and re-
moved therefrom withoutdisturbing the other
hats either above or below 1t, said slide and

brackets being removable together from the
receptacle, substantially as and for the pur-
poses described. |

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 27th day of September, A. D.

MARY A. ETSELL.
In presence of—
C. G. ITIAWLEY,
RICHARD PAUL.
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