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To all whom uﬁ mm/ conceri:
Be it known that I, ORVILLE LINCOLN

- STORY, a citizen of the United States, resid-

10

20

23

3

35
side bars, Wthh extend 10n0*1t11dma11y from
the top to the bottom and form the back por-
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ing at Somel ville, in the county of Middlesex

a,nd State of Massachussetts “have invented

certainnewand useful Improvementsin Fold-
ing Opera-Chairs, of which the following is a
f1111 and complete speclﬁcatlon such as will

enable those skilled in the art to which it ﬂp-_

pertains to make and use the same.
Thisinvention relatesto folding chml s and

it has especial relation to that class of fold-

ing chairs which are designed forusein opera-

houses and for similar purposes and which |

are usuallv constr ucted in sections of two or
more.

The object of my invention is to provide 2

simple and improved folding chair of this
character which will be convement and ef-

fective and which can be folded into &n ev.—

tremely compact condition.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-.

lowing specification, of which the accompany-
ing dmwmws form a part, in which the sepa-
rate parts of my improvement are designated
by the same letters of reference in each of
the views, and in which—

Ifigure 1 is a perspective view of a section

conmstmn‘ of two chairs construeted accord-

ing to my invention, the chairs being in open
pos1t1011 Fig. 2 is a front view of the same
in folded p031131011 Ifig. 518 a side view in

open position, and IFig. 4 is a side wew in

closed position.
Referring to the drawings, A A deswnate

tion and the front leg-supports when the
chalr is in open posi ition ready for use.

b B designate supplementary side bars,

which are shorter than the bars A and are
pivotally connected to the latter, asat b. The
portionsof these csupplement‘uy bars project-

ing above the pivot & form supports for the

front end of the arm-piece, while the lower
portions of said bars form the rear legs or
supports when the chair is open. The “bars
B are adapted to fold into flat parallel posi-
tion against the outer face of the bars A.

C deswnates bars which form arms and are

tary bar

| ¢, to the top ends of the bars B and-have a
| pwotal connection at their rear ends, as at
¢/, with the bars A, this rear pivotal connec-
tion being for med by a longitudinally - ar-
ran O'ed slot o in thebar A, in which the pivot-
The relative con-

pin ¢ is adapted to slide.
struction and arran ﬂ'ement aresuchthat when

the chair is in open position the bars C arein

a horizontal plane, (see Fig. 3;) but when the
ehem 18 in folded or (,losed position the bars

C slide upwardly and assume a parallel posi-

tion with relation to the bar A and against
the outer face of the latter. (See Fig. 4.)

D D designate the seat-bars, which are piv-.
otally conneeted as at d, to the bars A at a

point below the pwot b. When the chair is
in open position, the seat-bars D are adapted
to rest upon a cross-piece E, arranged upon
the bars A A in front of the pwot b, while
their rear ends bear upwardly against a simi-
lar cross-piece IY, arranged upon the bar s B B.
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When the chair is folded the side bars D as- '

sume a parallel position agaulst theinnerface
of the bars A.

The back and seat of the chair are formed
by a flexible strip G, suspended between a
cross-piece H, eonnectmw the top ends of the

bars A, and a cross-piece I, connecting the
top ends of the bars D.

In construecting my improved foldmn" chair

| in sections of two or more chairs it will only
be necessary to provide a single supplnemem-- _
B and arm-bar C between each pair

of chairs in the section, (see Kigs. 1 and 2,)
which bars I and C Wl]l be plvota,lly Con-
nected with and operate between two adjoin-
ing side bars A.

The operation and advantages of my inven-

tion will Dbe readily under stood The arm-
bar C forms virtually an extension of the side
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bar I3, by which the latter is connected to the
bar A, and when said arm-bar is in the hori-

zontal position shown in Fig. 3 it operates to

lock the frame in position for use. It will

also be noted that the seat portion formed by

the bars D can be swung upwardly without
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folding up the chair, under which circum- .
stances the frame Wlll be still maintained in

position for use by means of the locking fune-

I00

tion of the arm-bars C. The chair may be _

pwomlly connected at their fr ont ends, as al ] q_melzlv and convemently folded into com-




5 barsinrelatively open position, and the seat-

20 rear of the pivot, whereby said seat-bars can |

P

pact form which will oceupy virtually only a
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having a bearing sustained by the main side

space equivalent to the width of the side | bars-in: front of the pivot and a bearing sus-

bars A. -
It will be noted that the construction is
5 such that when the chairisin use the bottom

ralls will come into a position for convenient |

- service as a hat-rack.
- Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

10 Patent— |

1. An improved folding chair of the class
described,comprising the main side bars, sup-
plementary side bars pivotally connected to
the main side bars, means for retaining said

bars pivotally connected to the main side bars
and having a bearing sustained by the main
- side bars in front of the pivot and a bearing
sustained by the supplemental side barsin

befolded upindependently of the main frame,
substantially as and for the purpose set
forth. .H |

2. An improved folding chair of the class

25 described, comprising the main side bars, the |

supplementary side bars pivotally connected
to sald main bars, the arm-bars pivotally con-

nected at their front portion to the portion of
the supplementary side bars which projects l

30 above the pivot of the latter, said arm-bars |
having a movable connection at their rear |
end with the main side bars, and the seat-bars |,
pivotally connected to the main side bars and |

tained by the supplementary side bars in rear

-of the pivot, substantially as and for the pur-

pose set; forth. -

. 3. An improved folding chair of the class
described, comprising the main side barshav-
ing the longitudinally-arranged slot in their
‘upper portion; the supplementary side bars
pivotally connected to the main side bars,
the arm-bars having their front ends pivot-
:ally connected to the portion of the supple-
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‘mentary side bars which projects above the

.pivot of the latter, the rear ends of said arm-
. bars having a pivotal and longitudinally-slid-
ing connection with the main side bars by

{imeans of said longitudinal slot, the seat-bars

‘pivotally connected to the main side bars, the
support for said seat-bars carried by the main
‘side bars at a point in front of the pivot of
the seat-bars, and the bearing-piece carried
by thesupplementaryside bars and operating
to retain the seat-bars in position, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
‘my invention I have signed my name, in pres-

‘ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 4th day 6o '
of April, 1898. '

" ORVILLE LINCOLN STORY.
Witnesses:

JOSEPH J. GILES,

ITARRY VAN IDERSTI_NE.
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