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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, MARTIN STEINTHAL a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, havein-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Samples and Display Devices Therefor, of
which the following is such a full, elear, and

exactdescription as S will enable any oneskilled |

in the art to which it appertainsto make and

use the same, reference being had to the ac- |
companying dl&WlH“‘S fOlIl’llIlO" part of thls.

specification. |

My invention relates to. 1mp10vements in
samples and deviees for displaying samples
of materials, whereby. samples of materials
which are ordinarily displayed in stacks or
bunches with a fastener at one end thereof

may be rendered neater and may be looked |

over with greater ease and facility and at the

same time the samples themselves may be.
better protected and made to last longer for
the purpose for which ‘they are used. |

- To these ends my invention consists in the'

- various novel and peculiar arrangements and
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combinations of the several parts of the de-

vices, all as hereinafter fully described and

then pointed out in the claims.

in the accompanying dr awings, wherein—

Iligure 1 is a perspective view of my im- |
p1 oved sample-tray with some of the samples-

shown as being held in the hand of the user

as he looks them over and lets. them fall back
“into place one by one,.

sample, in cross-section, showmﬂ' the manney

Iig. 2 1s a VleW of a

of applying the ba,ckmﬂ' thereto,
Referring to the dlawmgs in which hke

numbers of reference designate like parts
throughout, 2 is a tray of 1ecta,n ular shape

made after "the manner of an 01d111&15r' tray
with a bottom 9 and four 11p110*ht sides or
edges 10,

5 3 represent samples of material—such,
for instance, as pieces of cloth—which are cut
in rectangular form of uniform sizes, so that

theymay be put up in stacks or bunches with
their edges falling in the same planes.

The tra,y may be of a size to easily receive
asingle stack of samples or may be elongated,
so as to receive side by side more than one
stack, the drawings herein showing two such
smeks, each of wluch 18 S0 mmnned as to

| samples

|

have its upper surface flush with the top of
the tray, as indicated in the drawings.
stack of samples is secured by one end to one
side of the tray, and the other three sides are

left free, so that the samples may be taken
| up by the hand 4 by the other end of the stack

from where they are fastened and may be
turned over like the 1eaves of a book, as in-
dle&ted in Fig. 1.

In order to enable the user to more 1ead1ly
fret hold of the outer end of the stack of sam-
ples to run them over, I form the side of the

tray opposite that to Whleh the samples are
fastened with a notch. 5, so that the thumb
‘may be easily entered therein and the sam-
ples readily picked up. Two notches 5 are
shown, one being fm use with each stack of |

Samples

- The samplec may be secured in plaee by
‘any ordinary well-known means, though in
‘the drawings herein I show a fastenmrr de-
‘viee comprising a strip 6, which extends over
the side of the tray and pro,]eets over a suffi-
cient distance upon the stack of samples to

permit the ordinary McGill fasteners 7 to be

‘passed down through the strip and through

S - | each sample outb th1ouﬂ*h thé bottom of the
I have illustrated a type of my 1nvent10nl_

tray, where they are: elenched in the usual

way.  The clenchéed ends of the metallic fas-

teners 7 7 are concealed by a flap on the bot-

tom ‘9 of the tray after the manner shown in

my United States Letters Patent No. 587,881,

granted Augusb 10, 1897, to which refe1ence
may be had in thls connection.

A great drawback in handling -Sa;mples of

.| woven materials is the constant fraying or
raveling of the pieces at their edges, and in

addl‘mon to affecting the neat appearance of
the sample the eontmued action thereof
quickly destroys the sample and makes it

necessary for the same to be renewed, which

renewal in some 1ncstances entails commdep-

able expense upon the person putting out the
In order to overcome this objec-
tion and, furthermore, to facilitate the ease
with whmh the samples may be run over by
| one hand, I apply to the backs of the samples
a backmﬂ'-plece 8, which I secure directly to

the material by pa,ste or like substance, so as
to secure them intimately together.
backing-layer 8 may, if preferred, cover the

| entire under surface of the sample or it may
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be applied in the form of a strip around the
edges thereof, as shown herein. The strip-
like form of backing is preferable in use with
cloth samples for the reason that the samples
are not materially stiffened throughout the
oreater portion thereof, but are merely olven
a desired degree of stiffness at the edges.
This backing may be applied to the material
before the samples are cut up or after they
have been so cut; but the former way does

- not necessitate subsequent trimming down of
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- the edges, as is likely to be the case in the

latter instance. Where the samples are very
flimsy material, the backing 8 may cover the
entire back of the sample : but in any case
the backing must extend out flush with the
exposed edges of the sample.

The backing 8 may be of any suitable ma-
terial, and from use I recommend a thin pa-
per somewhat stiff or a fabric like silesia.
The particular qualities which are preferable
in the backing material are those of smooth-

ness, thinness, and slight stiffness, as the

edges of the samples are then well protected,
and the ends which are manipulated by the
hand of the user may be run off from the
thumb like the leaves of a book. In fact,in
using a bunech of samples provided with my
backingthey may be quiekly run oft from the
thumb by being held in the position shown in
Irig. 1 and withous liability of running off
6wo together, and thereby missing a Sample,
as 18 often the case where a buneh of sam-
ples having raw unprotected edges is used.
In addition to the advantages already
pointed out in connection with my improve-
mentsthe tray, withits contained samples, af-
fords a handy device for one looking over the
samples and is neat and attractive in its ap-
pearance. 'I'he device is very compact, and

several of them can be stacked up in a com- |
‘paratively small space for transportation.

The tray itself affords a housing for the stack
of samples, the edges of which are concealed
and protected by the sides of the tray, and
in this way the samples are not only pro- |
tected against wear and mutilation, but are ;

612,463

also protected from dust and foreign matter,
the presence of which would soil the samples
and in some cases render them unfit for use.

I have made the trays with a pasteboard
bottom and wooden sides, the whole being

50O

covered with figured cloth or linen; but of

course any desired well-known material can
be used for making them and, if preferred,
any desired inscriptions may be placed on the
strip 6, where it will be conspicuous. The
tray may be made quite ornamental by cov-
ering it with ornamented material.

Having thus described my invention, what
I-claim, and desire to secure by Letters I’at-
ent, 18—

1. The combination of a set of superim-
posed raw-edged samples of flexible woven
material, each having a layer of thin backing
material secured directly thereto flush with
the raw edge for stiffening the same and pre-
venting the samples from adhering to each
other, whereby the samples may be readily
separated from each other in running them
over, substantially as and for the purpose set
fOI th

2. The combination of a trayprovided with
sides, one or more sets of superimposed sam-
ples of flexible material, each having a layer
of thin backing material secured directly
thereto for stlffenmﬂ'the same and preventing
the samples from adhering to each other,

~whereby the samples may be readily sepa-.
‘rated from each other in running them over,
-a fastening device at one side of said tray for
attaching thereto a stack of samples, the side
of said tray opposite to the side where
‘samples are fastened being formed with fin-
ger-notches for gaining access to the edges of
the samples, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

said

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

‘my hand, this 9th day of December, 1397, in
‘presence of the two subscribing witnesses.

MARTIN STEINTIAL.
Yitnesses:
CHARLES ADLER,
S. MILLER CHESANT.
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