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To all w]wm %7 mwy CONCETTL:

Be it known that we, JESSE L. MERRITT and'

DAVID A.LENOX, eltlzens of the United States,

residing at S&lem, in the county of Dent and

State of Missouri, have invented certain new

and useful Impmvements in Vehieles; and
we do declare the following to be a full, cleal |

and exactdescription of the invention, suoh as
will enable others skilled in the art t0 which
it appertains to make and use the same.

The invention has relation to vehicles, and
more particularly to top-buggies.

The object of the invention is to provide

-simple, strong, and inexpensive means for
‘bracing the back of the buggy-top when itis

raised and to suppoxt said top when 1t s low-
ered.

With this object in view the in Veutmn con-

sists in certaln features of construction and

combination of parts which will be heremaf—-

ter fully described and claimed.
In the accom panying drawings, Figure 11s
a perspective view of a portion of the body of

a buggy, illustrating the application of our |

invention and the p081t1011 of the patrts when
the top is raised. Fig. 2 is
1llustrating the relatlve arrang emeﬂbdf parts
when the top is lowered, and Fiw 3 18 a detail
view of the ba,ck-supportmﬂ' bow R

In said drawings, 1 denotes the body Of the

- buggy, and 2 the bu ooy-top, which is con-
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nected to the backin the well-known manner
by the usual bows and braces.

Tt is a well-known fact that the back cur-
tain of the buggy-top is subject to consider-

able strain and is damaged or becomes un-

shapely by the occupant of the buggy lung-
ing or pressing against the same. To over-

come this tendency is one of the objects of |

our invention, and to furnish a support for

the entire buggy when it is folded into the |

position shown in Fig. 2 is the other object of
our invention.

bach—suppmtmw bow A, which is cllpped to

a similar view

To thIS end we provide a |

the rear bow of th'e_ top at points ¢ and ex-

tends around the back curtain of the top.

1 Links B, having eyes Cat their ends, connect

the said bow with laterally- pmgeetmw studs
or extensions of the bumper 5.
Fig. 1, when the top is elevated the horizon-

Asshownin
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tally d1spo,sed portion of the bow is drawn
firmly against the back curtain, and when the

top 1s 1oweled: as shown in I‘w 2, the hori-
zontal portion of the bow rests upon iron
wear-plates D, secured to the upper edges of
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the rear ends of the sides of the body, thus
supporting the entire top, thereby preventing

unnecessary creasing of the material of whleh

it is formed, as Well as pleservmﬂ* its shape,

thus mater mlly increasing the life of the top.
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Although wehave spee1f cally described the

constr uctlon and relative arran gement of the

several elements of our mventlon we donot

desire to be confined to the same, as such

changes or modifications may be m_a_,de as
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elearly'fall within the scope of our invention

without departing from the spirit thereof.

Having thus described our invention, what
we 01&111] and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 1s—

The combmatmn w1th the bodyof a bu gy
and its top, of a back-supporting bow hlnﬂ'ed |
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to the rear bow of the top and ettenduw _

around the back of the top, and links pwoted

to said bow and to the body, whereby when
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the top is elevated the back curtain will be
‘braced, and when the top is lowered it will be

Suppmted entirely by the back-suppmtmw _

bow, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof we have her eunto sef
our hands in plesence of two subser 1b1nﬂ* wit-
nesses. --

~ JESSE 1. MERRITT-. |
DAVID A. LENOX.

Witnesses:
JoanN K. ORGAN |
WALLACE I\ICDONALD
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