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SPECIFICATION formlng part of Letters P&te‘n‘b No. 612 135 dated October 11 1898
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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, ALLEND. LINN, a mtmen
of the United States, I‘BSldlﬂU’ at Grand Rapids,

Kent county, Michi aan, have invented certain

5 newand useful Improvements in Kneelers for

Church-Pews,of which the followingis a 5pe(,1- |
| | 'amount of space is occupied by the part, and
there is no interference with the work of the

| fication.

My invention is deswned to provide a

- kneelerfor church-pews capable of being Lift-
10 ed from the floor and folded beneath t-herpew

Immediately in front and just as readily re-

turned to its normal position on the floor,
where it may be used either as a foot- 1est or
~ to kneel upon in the act of devotion.
15 Whilemyinvention has been designed par-
ticularly for use in connection Wlth pews, 1
do not wish to limit myself in this respect, as

it is obvious that with slight modification the

device might be used as a foot-support in

20 many othersituations—as,for instance, whele.

chairs are used.
In the accompanying dlawmtrs I ha,v

shown in Figure 1 a front view of the sup-:.

~ portinitsnor mcml position on the floor. Fig. 2
25 is an end view of IFig. 1. Fig. 3 shows the
support in its 1&156(1 p081t10n and Fig. 4 is
an end view of Fig. 3.
are detaills of eonstructmn |
The support or kneeler 1s eomposed of side
30 standards ¢ ¢, connected by a top a, which
may be plain or cushioned, as desir ed This
support is connected to arms e ¢ by means
of a cross-piece or apron 0, this apron be-
ing fitted at its ends to recesses in the arms
5 e, and to which arms the apron is further
held by screws. Kach arm is provided with

a laterally-extending trunnion fitted to a

bearmn' in the standald ¢ just beneath the
top plate as shown. Thearms ¢ are formed
40 with angular ends adapted to receive the
cross-piece or apron b, and the cross-piece is
of greatest width ver mcally when the rest or
kneeler is in its normal position, thus giving
the greatest amount of strength when the de-
45 vice is in use; but in the llftmﬂ' of the rest or
‘kneeler so as to fold 1t bene&th fhe pew im-

medmtely in front of thatin which the device

is used it will be observed from Ifig. 4 that
the position of the parts change, the rest or

so kneeler mamtammﬂ‘ its pos1t1011 at all times |

- ﬂ001

Figs. 5, 6, 7, 8, a,udf)'

‘spherical bearing of the bracket.
G is held from turning on the squaled end

| with 1ts top in a 1101120111;&1 plaue while the
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angular ends of the arm e, with the flat side

of the cross-piece or apron b, change irom a

‘vertical to a horizontal p051t1011 folding
snugly beneath the top of the kneeler, as in

Figs. 3 and 4. In this position the least

janitor in getting beneath the pews under
which the kneele1s have been folded.
The hinged or pivoted arms e are supported

‘at their 0]3p051te ends to the sides of the pew

or, as shown, from brackets secured to the

the "oor and the upuﬂht part of this bracket
has a semlsphel ical bearing f, terminating in
a square end g. - The end of the arm e is re-

cessed on one mde to conform fto the semi-
‘spherical bearing f of the bracket and on its
| opposite face is leCGSbed to receive a disk G,

fitted to the squared end g. A bolt I passes
through the tubular centel of the bracket,

~and a 8pr1ntr—plate H, supported by this bolt
bears against the outer face of the disk G‘r
‘while a nut on the bolt holds the parts to-

gether. It will thus be seen that the end of

the arm e is free to move upon the semi-
The disk

of the bracket, and the spring-plate H puts
tension upon the parts. The adjacent faces

~of the disk G and the recessed end of the arm
e are provided with recesses, as shown at N

in Fig. 5, adapted to receive antifriction-
balls, one in each recess.
orooves are independent of each other, and
the antifriction - balls not only 1ender the
movement between the. pmts easy, but have
a further effect of serving to gradually stop

the arms nmselessly atb the limit of theu |

movement in either direction.
By joining the ends of the arms: e by means

of the apron or cross-piece a very rigid con-

struection is provided, preventing any twist-
ing of the parts, as might occur if the arms
were directly connected and the device can

In the latter case I use a bracket D,
havmﬂ' a base-flange d, fastened directly to

These recesses or
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be raised or lowered fmm one end as well as

at the center.
-~ In or de1 {0 ELSSlSt in the assemblmﬂ‘ of the
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~on the stool, the said supporting-arms being
pivoted at their lower ends whereby the stool |
may be raised to its upper position under the
‘pew or lowered to the floor for use by the
‘user manipulating it from either end of the

IO

I5

20

- Test will remain in horizontal position inboth | o
 Witnesses:

: L. T. GiBson, .
L J. WATROUS.

W0

‘parts, I make the tubular opening through
- the bracket cone shape and provide a lug 7

to support the head of the bolt.

- Ielaim— - -

T A --]meel—i-n-gf--s-tb'ol--eo'm'-prisi-n-g-th-e--rest—-h-a?vr
ing the top and side legs, and a supporting--
arm at each end of the stool connected thereto

by a pivot permanently located at one point

pew or from a central point.

2. A kneeling-stool for pews and the like |
- comprising the rest having the top and side
‘legs and the arms pivoted at their lower ends,
‘the upper ends of said arms being pivoted-to
the kneeler centrally below the top thereof |
and above the center of gravity so that the

its upper and lower positions, the said piv-
otal connection being permanently located at

‘the center line of the top and the lower ends |

1in presence of two witnesses. _ |
' ALLEN D. LINN.

612,135
of said arms being'also held by permanent

pivots whereby the stool may be raised or
| lowered by a single manipulation by a user

located either at the end of the pew or cen-

trally thereof substantially as deseribed.
3. A kneeling-stool for pews and the like
‘comprising the rest, the supporting-arms and

39

the right-angular apron on the arms pivoted

to the rest, substantially as described.

4. A kneeling-stool for pews and the like

comprising the rest; the arms pivoted thereto

35

and to the floor by permanently-located piv-

‘ots whereby the rest will be held suspended
| by the arms, and the friction and stop means
at the lower pivot of the arms whereby the
rest may be manipulated by a single user

40

from either end of the pew or in the center

thereof, substantially as described. =
X my signature

In testimony whereof I a
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