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To all whom it may conceri:

Beitknown that I, ROBERT M. GREEN, a citi-
zen of the United States residing in the city
and county of Phlladelphla State of Penn-
sylvania, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Soda-Fountains, which im-
provement is fully set forth in the following

 specification and accompanying drawings.

10

20

30

35

40

50

My invention is applicable to that cless of |
soda-fountains wherein a syrup-can, either of |
the ““upright” or ‘‘ horizontal” pattern, may |

be withdrawn for filling or cleaning through
an aperture provided for that purpose in the
front of the fountain.

The invention consists more particularly ¢ Of
a covering-plate or lid for said aperture pro-
vided with inexpensive means for attaching
the same to and detaching it from the casing
of a soda-fountain, ‘wher eby said covering-
plete may be easﬂy removed to uncover saufl
aperture and afterward conveniently restored
to position, thus operating to close the same

when the syrup-can chamber is vacant or

when the cans are in position therein, said
covering-plate being without hinges orknue-

kles as such on its exposed or outer face and.
serving to close the joint at the bottom of the |

casing, the means for attaching said plate
with said casing consistingof an elbow -shaped

hook one limb of which Serves to support the |

plate when in upright position, and the other

Ilimb enters an opening and serves, owing to
its tapering shape, to draw the plate closely--

tothe casing and retain it tightly thereagainst.
Figure 1 represents a perepecbwe view of

the portion of a soda-fountain embodying my
invention with two of a series of separate

or independent apertures in communication

with the can-chamber of the fountain, one of

the apertures being-shown closed and the

other opened, the covering-plate of the latter

being illustrated as removed and laid aside.

IFig. 2 represents a vertical section on line x «,

I‘ln‘ 1. |

Similar letters of reference indicate COTTe-

sponding parts in the two figures. |
Referring to the drawings, A designates a

portion of the casing of asoda-fountain having

an aperture in communiea,tion with the cen’-
chamber thereof, and B designates a syrup-

- can therein.

- C designates the discharge valve or cock of

same.

[ the can, and D the plug of the same, having

the blfureeted or grooved head on the outer
end thereof, the same being adapted to re-
ceive the tono*ue or key K, whmh is formed
with or attached to the stem I, the latter be-

ing suitably mounted in the covering-plate J

and provided with a handle K, whereby when
the plateisin closed position the tongue K oc-
cupies the head D, sothat by the operation
of the handle K the valve or cock may be
opened or closed, and when the plate is re-
moved said tonn'ue is disconnected from the

| head D, which feetures of themselves form

no pa,rt of the present invention.
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On the floor or base-wall QQ of the can-cham-

ber are openings L, and secured to the back
of the coveuno*-pla,te J are hooks M, which
are adapted to enter said openings L thus

firmly securing one edge of the covering-

plate and assastmg to retain the same in po-
sition,

which in this instance consists of the lateh
N, with a knob or button P for operating the
When, however, said cateh is released
from its keeper, the covering-plate may be

‘opened, 1t turning to some extent on the floor
Q, the hooks M emerging from the openings
L, after which they are withdrawn from said

openings, thus disconnecting the covering-
plate from the fountain, &nd eonsequently

from the valve or cock of the can, whereby

access may be had to the latter in order to

withdraw 1t for any purpose requiring the

same. As the covering-plate is portable in
its nature it may now be laid ﬂblde, as shown

11in Fig. 1.

When it is desired to close the aperture,
the covering-plate is applied in position and
the hooks M directed into the openings L,
after which the covering-plate is turned in-
wardly or toward the can, and when com-

| pletely closed the catech N 1s turned, thus
preventing outward momon of the GOV@IIH‘T-.
plate.

The hooks M are of elbow form,
zontal limbs or portions of which form the

fulecrum of the plate J in the opening and-

closing motions of the latter, and when said
plate is in upright or closed position it rests
on sald horizontal limbs, while the vertical

| it being noticed that the covering-
plate 1s also prowded with a suitable catch
forpreventing improper opening of'said plate,
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limbs of the hooks engage with the walls of
the openings L and dl aw sald plate close to
the casing, sald plate covering the bottom
joint of the plate and casing and concealing
the hooks M, it being also noticed that the
plate has mneither knuckles nor hinges as
such on its outer face, the advantages of
which are evident.

While the foregoing descrlptmn relates to
a single can and 1ts adguncts 1t will of course
be obvious that the invention is applicable

‘to a series of cans.

Asfaras Iam aware the closing of a syrup-
can aperture by means of any kind of a port-

able flap or plate detachably connected with

or mounted upon the casing is entirely new,
and I therefore reserve to myself the right to
make such changes as will come within the

spirit of my invention and to apply or adapt

the same to a soda-fountain havlnﬂ' either

upright or horizontal eans.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettel S
Patent, is—

1. In a soda -fountain, a casing with a de-
tachable hinged covering-plate for the front
extending from the top to the bottom thereof
and having mounted thereon afaucet having
a tongune adanted to be connected with a valve-
stem within said casing,the hinge of said plate
consisting of a hook thereon, and an opening
in the adjacent wall, said hook serving to sup-
port said plate and tlﬂ‘hten the same aframst

said wall.

2. In asoda-water a,ppm'atus having an ap-
erture in one of the walls of the casing there-
of, the combination with the ca,n-eham berand
an upright or herizontal can having a valve-
controlled outlet, and adapted to be inserted
in and withdrawn from said can-chamber
through said aperture, of a removable cover-
ing-plate or 1id for said aperture, and a hinge
therefor formed of detachable parts, whereby

the covering-plate when opened is automatic-

ally disconnected from its support, said hinge
consisting of a tightening-hook on the cover-
in rr-—plate, and an opening in the adjacent wall
of the casing. .

3. Inasoda-water apparatus, having anap-

erture in one of the walls of the casing there- |
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of, the combination with the can-chamber and
an upright or horizontal can having a valve-
controlled outlet, and adapted to be inserted
in and withdrawn from sald can-chamber
through said aperture, of aremovable cover-
mn*-plate or lid for said aperture, with means
forlocking and holding said covering-plate in
operative or upright pasmon said means con-
sisting of a tapering hook on the covering-
plate, and an opening in the adjacent wall Of

the casing.

4. Inasoda-water apparatus, havingan ap-—'

erture in one of the walls of the casing there-
of,the combination with the can-chamber, and
an upright or horizontal can having a valve-
controlled outlet, and adapted to be inserted
in and withdrawn from said chamber through
said aperture, of a removable covering-plate
or lid for said aperture, provided with a hook
or hooks adapted to freely enter an opening
or openings in one of the walls of said aper-

ture,and retain the covering-plate in position,
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said hook being of elbow shape the horizontal

limb of which is mounted on the adjacent wall
of the casing, and the vertical limb of which is
tapering and enters an opening in said wall
and serves to draw the plate close to said wall,
the hook supporting said plate.

- 5. Inasoda-water apparatus, havingan ap-
erture in one of the walls of the casing there-
of,the combination with the can-chamber, and
an upright or horizontal can having a cock at
the bottom thereof, and adapted to be inserted
in and withdrawn from said can-chamber
through said aperture, of a removable cover-
ing-plate or lid for said aperture provided
with a hook or hooks adapted to freely enter
an opening or openings in one of the walls of

said aperture, and having a tongue or key
mounted thereon for detachably connecting
the plug of the cock of said jar with its operat-
ing-handle, and means for holding the plate in
closed condition, said hook being adapted to
support said plate on said wall, and draw the
plate tightly thereagainst.

ROBERT M. GREEN.

Witnesses:
N. B. WILEY,
A. 5. GELSTON.,
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