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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, CYrRus COPLANTZ, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Joliet, in the county of Will and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Car-Fenders, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had thel ein to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in car-fenders designed more particu-
larly for use on street-ears, which improve-
ments are fully set forth and explained in the
following specification and claims, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings and
the letters of reference thereon, formmﬂ* a
part oi this specification, in Whleh——

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the fender as
it would appear attached to a car. Fig. 2 is
a front elevation of the fender asit would ap-

- pear attached to a car, a portion of the dash-

board of the car being broken away. Fig. 3

1S a perspective view of the lifting-lever and
a portion of the cross lifting-bar of the fen-

der, and Fig. 418 a perspective view of a foot-
latch for detachably supporting the fender.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
portion of one end of a street-car having the
orcdinary projecting platform-sills B secured
to the under side or bottom of the car 111 the
ordinary manner.

C C are a pair of parallel bars having their
inner ends respectively pivotally eonnected
to brackets D depending from the sills B, and

located under the end of the car, whﬂe the |

forward projecting ends of said bars C extend
a short distance beyond the dashboard E of

the car and are connected at their forward

ends by means of a cross-beam C'.

PPisa cross-roller havingits ends journaled
respectively in the boxes O, attached, respec-
tively, to the under side of the bars C, near
thelir outer ends. |

J 18 a cross lifting-bar having depending
arms I located, respectively, one at each end
of sald bar and passing through proper ap-
ertures 1n the car-platform and respectively
pivotally connected to the bars C C, near their
forward ends, as shown in Fig. 1. A coil-
spring N is sleeved on said depending arms,

respectively, between the sill B and bar C |

| for the purpose of spring-pressing the for-

ward part of the fender down to its work.

L isalifting-lever arranged on the car-plat-
form in suitable boxes V in such manner that
1ts bent inner end T may be under the bar C
and so that when said lever is raised to the
position shown in the broken lines in Fig. 2
the fender will be elevated to the p031t10n
shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

IFisa latch having its upper end pivotally
connected to the dashboard of the car and
in such manner as to swing within certain
limits in the direction of the length of the
car. Said latch is provided on its side toward
the cross-bar J with a ledge S, which will
pass under and support said cross-bar J and
the parts attached thereto when lever L T
has lifted them, as shown in Fig. 1, and after

they are so supported the lever L T may be

let down to lie on the car-platform, as shown
in Kig. 2. The said latch F is provided with
a barrel G for carrying a coil-spring, which
stands against the dashboard E -and yield-
ingly holds said latch out against said cross-
bar J for the purpose of causing said ledge
> to pass under bar J whenever it is raised
sufficiently high. The lower end of latch I
18 made wider than its upper part for the
purpose of presenting a large surface for the
car-driver to press against with his foot in
order to press said latch backward to release
1t from bar J, so the fender may quickly fall
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at its forward end, so its roller P will rest and

roll upon the rails .of the road.
O’ is an apron, preferably made of canvas,

the upper edge of which is secured to the foot
of the dashboard, and its lower edge is se-
cured to the cross-bar C', which canvas apron
18 Tor the purpose of catching and carrying
any object that may fall upon it or may be

caught up by it as the caris moving. A hole
in the canvas apron per mits the draw- bar R
to protrude.

In operation it is mtended that when the
car-driver sees any person or object on the
track in danger of being run over by the car
he may press his foot against the lower part
of the latch F and cause it to move backward
and drop the fender instantly to the position
shown in the broken lines in Fig. 1, so its
roller P will rest and roll on the rails of the
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road. The lever L T is intended to lie down
on the car-platform, as shown in Fig. 2, so
the fender may drop, as stated, and is only
used to return the fender back to its first po-
sition and then be laid down out of the way, so
the fender may drop when released from said
latech. The person or object on the track is
intended to fall upon the apron O" and be
held and carried until the car ecan be stopped
and it be lifted off. |

Having thus deseribed my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire tosecure by l.etters
Patent, is as follows, to wit:

1. Thecar-fendershown and described con-
sisting of the combination with the car of the
two parallel bars C, C, arranged béneath the
car-platform and having theirinner ends piv-

otally attached to the under part of the car-

platform, and having their forward ends ex-
tend a short distance forward of the car-plat-
form, the roller P carried by said bars the
c¢ross-bar C' for connecting the outer ends of
said bars C, C, the flexible apron O’ for con-
necting the cross-bar C’ and the forward end
of the car-platform, the lifting-bar J having
the depending arms K arranged to pass

through the car-platform and respectively

| pivotally attach to bars C, C, the coil-springs

N respectively sleeved on arms I between
the said bars C C and the car-platform, the
lever L, T, pivotally attached.to the top of
the car-platform under lifting-bar J, and the
lateh F having its upper end pivotally at-
tached to the dashboard E and having the
ledge S for detachably supporting said lift-
ing-bar and the parts connected therewith,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. In the car-fender shown and described,
the combination of the frame having its rear
end pivotally attached to the under side
of the car, the lifting-bar J having the de-
pending arms K pivotally connected to said

frame, the coil-springs N sleeved onsald arms

between said frame and the car-platform, the
lever L, T, for lifting the forward end of said
frame and the foot-lateh for detachably sup-
porting the forward part of said frame, all
arranged to operate substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

CYRUS COPLANTZ.

Witnesses:
THOS. II. HUTCHINS,
H. COWELL.
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