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1o a,ZZ whom it ma Y COTNCETTL:

- Be it known that I, ROSWELL M. CLARK, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Kan-
sas (City, in the county of Jackson and State
of Missouri, have invented certain new and

usefullmprovementsin Finger-Bars for Mow-

ing-Machines; and I do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-

ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to

make and use the same, reference beinghad to

the accompanying drawings, and to letters of

reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in the finger-bars of mowing-machines;

and the object of my improvement 18 to se-
cure 1nelea,sec1 lightness of weight without
sacri
perform This duties with greater ease and

quickness.

Further objects are to reduce the cost of
construction and to secure other advantages
and results, some of which may be referred

to heremaf‘uer in connection with the descl ip-

tlon of the working parts.

The invention consmts in the 1mproved fin-.

ger-bar for mowing-machines ‘and in the ar-
rangements and combmatmns of parts there-
of, all substantially as will be hereinatfter set
forth and finally embraced in the clauses of

the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,

in which 11ke letters of reference indicate cor-

responding parts in each of the views, Fig-
ure 118 a reverse plan of a portion of the fin-
ger-bar, showing guard-fingers attached; and
Fw 2 1s & sectional view of the same on the
11ne .

In said drawings, aindicates the finger-bar,
and- b the guard-finger, secured to the under
side of said ﬁnﬂ"er-bal ¢ in any usual manner
by bolt ¢ and nut ¢. The reciprocating cut-
ter-bar (not shown) slides upon the n'uard fin-
gers In the usual manner,
1y1nﬂ* the usual cutters, Whloh cooperate with
sald guard-fingersin the operation of cutting.
Deemmg unnecessary further description of

these parts which are in common use, 1 pass |

| to the construction of the finger-bar a.

ieing str ength whereby the operatm can

said cuttel-bar car-

stead of the solid and very heavy bar com-
monly employed I use a hollow bar, as shown
in Fig. 2, which comprises a piece of sheet

me’ml folded into a wed oe shape, thereby com-

bining minimum Wew‘ht with great strength.

Because of the wedge shape of the hollow
bar it presents great strength or resistance
to obstructions wamst Whleh it is or-may be
brought to bear as the mower moves forward.
Tt -also provides a flat seat, upon which the
cuard-fingers may be seated.

In formmn' the hollow bar I fold the sheet
metal 10110'11311(:111:1&1157, the fold being rounded

to give a rounded and conmdelably wide back

dﬂ*e a' to said bar, whereby it is given ade-
quate vertical I‘lﬂldlty and Stlencrth The
forward edges of the folds a” ¢’ are brought
together ﬂatmse and one of the folds, pr ef—-
erably the npper one, is wider than the other
and is turned over its edge and pressed down

against the outer or opposﬂse side, so that a

I

rounded edge is formed, and a third ply o
is formed at the forward edge, which con-
duces to vertical strength and agreat horizon-
tal capacity to resist 1mpa,cts due to engage-
ments with obstructions—such as. stones
heavy plants, woody stumps, &e.
The folds ¢’ @'’ @'’ are held firmly and se-

curely together by the same bolts ¢ which

serve in holding the guard-fingers in position,

the upper fold being countersunk to receive
the heads of said bolts, so there will be no

projections on which the cut grass can cateh
and be prevented from passing immediately
over the bar. |

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new is— |

1. The finger-bar for mowing - machines
herein described comprising a sheet-metal
piece bent longitudinally to form a wide back
and having its opposite edges brought to-
gether and one turned over the other and
ﬂ‘ll&ld fingers secured upon said bar, substan-
tmlly as set forth.

2. The combination of a hollow ﬁngel -bar
wedge-shaped in cross-section and fi
overlappmg the thin edge and secured there-
to, substantially as set forth. :
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3. The improvedhollow finger-bar for mow- | have hereunto set my hand this 18th day of
ing-machines, comprising a sheet-metal piece | October, 1897.
bent longitudinally to form a thick back for

._ | A AT A TeTr
the finger-bar and having its opposite edges | ROSWELL M. CLARK.
5 folded together to form a thin front for the Witnesses:
finger-bar, substantially as set forth. | CHARLES S. MOREY,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I R. ALGERNON CLARK. -
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