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- following tobe a full, clear, and exact deserip-.
tion of theinvention,such as willenable others
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1o all whom it may conceri: -
Be it known that I, F'RED KNOEDLER, of
Economy, in the county of Beaver and State
of Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Rotatable Book-
Rests or Desks; and I do hereby declare the

skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.
This invention relates to improvements in

rotatable book-rests, the object of the same

being to provide a device of this character
vhleh is especially adapted for use in connec-
tion with hotel-registers to save the wear and
tear to which the book is subjected by being
turned back and. forth upon the counter in
registering guests. |

To these ends and to such others as the in-
vention may pertain the same congists in a
rotatable book rest or support in which the
desk orrevoluble table is returned to anormal
position by a spring and moved against the
action of the spring to face the guest, being
held by a spring-catch.

The invention also consists in providing the
rotatable desk with an adjustable inclined top
and with drawers to receive small articles.

Inthe followingspecification I have entered

into a detail description of my invention, ref- | |
‘erence being had to the accompanying draw-

ings and to numer&ls thereon which designate
the different parts, and what I conmder to be
the novel features of construction are speclf-
1cally set forth in the claims. |

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Figure 11s a sectional view of a rota-
table book-rest constructed in accordance
withmyinvention. Fig.2isaninverted plfm
view with the base removed.

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 1
designates the flat base, to which is rigidly
secured anupwardly-projecting hollow stand-

ard 2, which forms a support for the rotata- |

ble desk or book-rest. The opening in the
hollow standard is reduced at its lower end
to receive an enlarged end 3 of the spindle 4,

the upper end of Wthh 18 plowded with a
head 5, upon which the desk is secured, and
adgjommw this head the spindle has & beallnw
6, that fits within the upper end of the stand-

ard. 1By this particular shape of the spindle |

1 and socket of - the.standard an intermediate

space is provided to receive a spring 7, de-
signed to return the book-rest to a normal

‘position after it is rotated or moved against
For this purpose

the action of the spring.
one end of the spring is rigidly secured to the
spindle and the opposite end bent downward
to engage a recess 8 therefor in the standard,

an intermediate portion of the spring-wire
-being coiled about the spindle.

In order to
hold the desk against the action of the spring,

the standard carries a spring-actuated rod 9,
that engages an opening 10 in the under side

of the head 5, the said rod being preferably

located in a .vertical recess 11 in the stand-
ard passing through the base, where it is bent
horizontally and then upwardly through an
opening 12 in said base, where it terminates
in a button or head 13. The spring 14, which
actuates the rod 9, is located within the re-
cess of the standard and interposed between
a collar 15 on the rod and a shoulder 16 in the
standard, the tendency of the spring being to
elevate the rod into engagement with the hole
10. The under side of the head 5 is provided
with a recess 17, extending from a point near
the hole 10 in the arc of a.circle and termi-

nating in a shoulder or stop 18, which limits

the return of the table after it is released.
So much of my invention as hereinbefore
described provides a very simple, cheap, and

effective rotatable book-rest, in which the top

can be given a half-turn and held 1n such po-
sition until it is desired to return the same,
which operation is effected by simply depress-
ing the rod,which releases the top, permitting
the spring to move 1t back until it 1s stopped
by the head engaging the shoulder 18. This
forms a rest which is especially adapted for
use in hotels, where the book can be turned
to face the guest and afterward brought back
to 1ts orlgm.&l p051t1011 by simply operatlno'
the catch.

In connection with this rotatable book-rest
I have provided the movable desk or table
with a top 19, that is hinged thereto at one
end and is adapted to be achusted to differ-
ent inclinations. Thisadjustment is secured
by providing the top with the arms 20 20,
hinged to the back thereof near the center
and having projecting fingers 21, which en-

gage a series of notches 22 in the frame of the
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deslk, the arms being preferably connected to
each other by a cross-bar 23. The frame of
the desk is cut out at the upper part, as

shown, to receive the hinged support for the

top, and thus allow the said top to be folded
flat upon the frame when desired. The lower

part of the adjustable top is provided witha

hinged strip 24, seated within a transverse
recess or opening therein, the strip being
hinged adjoining the lower side of the open-

ing’ in order that when it is folded back it will
f01 m a ledge to support the book to prevent

1ts Shppmn off of the top when the latter is
placed at an inclination. DIy locating this
hinge within a recess in the top it can be
folded into the recess when the top is lowered,

an extension of sald recess being provided

for convenience in manipulating the strip.
The under side of the desk is preferably pro-
vided with grooved strips 25 and 26 to pro-
vide forsupporting drawers 27 and 28 beneath
the desk, the said drawers for ming conven-
lent receptacles for pens or other articles.

It will be understood, of course, that the
book-rest or rotatable desk, with the adjust-
able top, herein shown and described, could
also be effectively used as a school-desk or
for any other purpose than as a support for
hotel-registers.

IIELVIH‘T thus described my invention, what

- Iclaim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
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1. A book- rest comprising a suitable stand-
ard or support, atop rotatably mounted there-
on, provided with a segmental recess therein
which terminates in a shoulder, and a spring-
actuated rod on said support adapted to fit
within said recess and engage the shoulder
at the end thereof for lnmtmw the degree of
rotation of said top.

2. A book-rest comprising a support or
standard, having an upwardly spring-pressed

1rod proj ectin g beyond the upper end thereof, -

a top rotatably mounted on said support, and
provided with an opening in its under side in
line with said rod, and with a segmental re-
cess leading from a point adjacent to said
opening and terminating in a shoulder, the

sald rod adapted to fit within said opening

for locking the top in one position, and adapt-
ed to move in sald recess and engage the
shoulder at the end thereof for 111’1]11:11]0" the
degree of rotation of said top.

8 In arotatable book-rest, the combination
of a base having a hollow st&ndm d, a book-

rest mounted upon thestandard and provided

with a spindle which fits therein, a spring sup-
ported by the standard and connected to the
spindle to return the book -rest to a normal
position, and a catch for holding the rotata-
ble book-rest against the action of the spring,

| substantially as shown

‘and having supports hinged thereto,

and for the purpose
set forth. | -
4. In a rotatable book-rest, the combination
with a hollow standard, of a desk supported
therecon and provided with a spindle fitted
therein, and a spring supported by the stand-
ard and attached to the spindle, the said spin-
dle having an enlarged portion with an open-
ing in it; together with a spring - actuated
catch engaging the opening in the spindle,
substantially as shown and for the purpose
set forth.
5. In a rotatable book-rest, the combination
with a hollow standard l‘mvm o a socket there-

in the lower portion of which is reduced, of a

desk or top having a spindle presenting a head
with a recess and an opening in it and a bear-
ing below the head, and a spring-wire wound
about the spindle; together with a spring-
actuated rod terminating in an operating-
knob, the other end of said rod engaging the
recess and opening in the head of the spindle,

substantially as shown and for the purpose

set forth.

6. In arotatable book-r es:,t, a desk suppor ted
upon a standard, a spring for returning the
desk to a normal position, and a sprin g-cntch
holding the desk against the action of the
spring; together with a top hinged to the deslf:t:
anc
means with which the supports engage to ad-
just the top at different inclinations, substan-
tially as shown and for the purpose set forth.

7. Inarotatable book-rest, adesk supported
upon a standard, a spring for returning the
desk to a normal posmon, and a spring- catch

to hold the desk against the action of the

spring; together wi ith a top hinged at one end
of the desk, arms hinged to the.baek of the
topand having projecting fingers, and notches
formed in the desk-frame with which the fin-
oers of the arms engage, substantially as
shown and for the purpose set forth.

S. Inarotatablebook-rest, the combination
with a desk rotatably supported and provided
with a spring for returning it to a normal po-
sition, and a catehfor holding the desk against
the action of the spring; together with a top
hinged to the desk, means for supporting the
topatdifferentinclinations,and a strip hinged

‘at the lower part of a recess in the top to form
asupporting-ledge for the book, substantially
| as shown and f01 the purpose set; forth.
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In testimony whereof I have signed this 115

specification in the presence of two subsm 1b-
Ing witnesses.

FRED KNOEDLER.

Witnesses:
S. YETTER,
CHRIST. I30SsSs.
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