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To all whom it mMa iy CONCErIL:

Be it known that we, WINFIELD S “WHIT-
coMB and GEORGE A. BARTON, citizens of the

- United States, residing. at Walton in the

county of Delaware and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Burial-Caskets; and:we do

hereby declare the followingtobeat ull, clear, |-

and exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to improvements in
burial-caskets,in which we provide means for
adjusting the head and shoulders of a corpse
after the same has been placed in the casket.

To bring the head and shoulders of a corpse
to the desired position, it has been customary
to pad the lining of the casket to attain the
end in view. This requires considerable
time and labor and is often very unsatis-
factory in results.

The object of our invention is to eqmp the
casket with means whereby the head and
shoulders of a corpse may be adjusted to any
desired elevation after it has been placed in

‘a casket and either before or after the cover

is placed thereon and the glass slide drawn,
such adjusting means bemﬂ' operative from
the outside of the casket, Whereby the aft-
tendant is not required to pass his ha,nd
within the casket.

The invention consists in the eombmatlon
with a platform of an extensible bolster lo-
cated attheinnerend of said platform, and ad-
justing-screws operatively connected with the
bolster and the platform whereby the bolster
may be adapted to caskets of different widths;
and the invention further consists in the de-

tailed construction of parts which will be |

fully described and claimed hereinafter.

We have illustrated the preferred embodi-
ment of our invention in the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
and in Wthh—-——

Figure 11s a perspeetwe view, parts being
in sectlon, showing our 111ve11t1011 applied, the
pla,tform being slln‘htly raised. Kig. 2 1S
plan view with the platfmm removed Flﬂ'
3 is a longitudinally vertical sectional view
throu crh the platform and casket. Fig.4isa
detailed perspective view of the bolster,

shomnn* it inverted. Fig. 5 is a detail view
of one of the eleva,tmﬂ'—screws
Like reference cha,meters denote like and

corresponding parts in all the figures of the
‘drawings, referring to which—

11 deswnate the side walls, 2 the end wall,

and 3 the bottom ‘of a casket said parts be—.

ing of the usual eonstructmn
At the forward end or head of the casket,
on. the msmle thereof, we provide a platform

‘4,which is adapted to be raised or vertically

inclined from the bottom 3 and which is pret-
erably notas wide as the interior of the casket
and is thereby free in its adjustments. We
have shown the :platform narrower or re-
duced in width at one end, as at 5, although
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this is not essential, as it can be made uni-

form in width its entlre length or made to
follow the contour of the inner walls of the
casket. On the under side of this platform,
preferably at the end 5,we provide a cleat or
plate 6, in which,at ornear the middle thereof,
18 formed a recess 7, with a hole or aperbure
7' therethrough, the purpose of which will be
hereinafter explmned The end 5 is adapted
to have suitable locked engagement with a
raising or lowering means, whereas the other

end of said platform 18 p1efera,b1y left free to

give it a limited amount of play at said free

end when the end 5 is being adjusted; but,
if desired, said free end. could ‘be fa,stened_

rigidly to the bolster.

At a suitable distance from the end wall 2
and between the side walls 1 1 we provide a
bolster 8, preferably extensible. This exten-
sible bolster consists of two members 8 9,
which are slidably connected together to en-
able it to be used in caskets Whmh may differ
in width, and thus adapt the platform of one
size 1o be used in connection with caskets of
different sizes. The member 8 of the bol-
ster has a longitudinal slot 10, and in the op-
posing faces of the slotted. part of this mem-
ber 8 are formed the longitudinal grooves 11.
The member 9 of the bolster 1S of a width
proper to fit snugly in the slot of the member
', and at its side edges said member 9 has
10nn'1tudmal ribs 12. The two members are

shdably united to be held In proper relation
to each other in all extensible adjustments of
the two parts of the slide one to the other.
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The member 8’ is provided at one end with a | the upper or free ends of the screws 21 22 22,

recess 13 in its lower face, which is adapted
to form a seat for a fixed nut 14, said seat
being lined with a metallic wear- plate 14’ to

prevent abrasion of the material of which the
bolster member 8 is preferably constructed. !

The extensible member 9 of the bolster is in

like manner provided on the lower side of its.

outer end with a recess 15, forming a seat for
the fixed nut, which is fitted in said recess to
be held therein against rotary movement, and
this fixed nut is arranged to bear upon the
metallic wear-plate, which also prevents abra-
sion and wear of the material of which the
member 9 1s constructed.
in vertical alinement with the holes 16.

The divided parts formed by the slotted |

end of the member § are prevented from
spreading by a bridge-like keeper 17, which
is fastened to the parts to span the member
9 and prevent displacement of the two parts
of said bolster member §'. |
Through the bottom 3 of the casketisformed
a series of holes 18, corresponding in number
and position to the adjusting-screws, and in

these holes are secured the bearing-plates 19.

These bearing-plates are set filush with the
bottom of the casket and are formed with cen-
tral openings 20, through which are passed
the polygonal ends 24 of the adjusting-screws
21 22 22, Theadjusting-screws are provided
above their polygonal ends with fixed adja-
cent collars 23, which are larger in diameter
than the vertical holes in the bearings, and
sald collars serve to support the adjusting-

‘screws upon the bearings, permitting said

screwstorotatefreelyinthesame. Thelower
protruding polygonal ends 24 of the screws
are adapted to receive a key 25, one end of
which is provided with a socket adapted to
recelve the polygonalend of one of the screws,

‘and by rotating this wrench or key the screw

may be correspondingly actuated to raise the
lower part of the platform or bolster, to which
1t 18 connected by the nut.

The single screw 21 may be operated inde-
22 to raise
the head of the corpse by turning the screw
21 to raise the end 5 of the platform to make
1t assume a horizontally -inclined position.

- Kach of the bolster-screws 22 may be oper-
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ated independent of the other serews to raise
the Dbolster and platform to an inclined or

horizontal plane within the casket, as will be

- The bolster-screws 22 are fitted
separately to the respective members of the
extensible bolster 8, one of said serews engag-
ing the fixed nut 111 the recess 14 of the mem-
bel 8" and the other fixed nut in the recess 15

apparent.

of the member 9, so that the parts can be op- |

eratively mmuwed for service in the manner
described nlespectwe of any adjustment or
extension of the bolster to fit caskets of dif-
ferent sizes.

Suitable guides 26 27 27 are provided on the
end wall 2

The fixed nuts are

respectively. These serve to support the
serews 1n a vertical position and insure ac-
curate adjustment of the platform when the
SCrews are operated.

Theadjusting-screws 21 22, the bolster, and
the platform having been operatively placed
in the casket, the single screw 21 may be opér-
ated to raise the platform tothé horizontally-
inclined position by inserting the key 25
through the hole 18 in the bottom of the cas-
ket until its socketed end comes in contact
with the polygonal end 24 of the screw, then

turning the key, and as the movement of the.

key controls the serew it will be readily seen
that by turning the screw to apparently draw
1t out of the bottom of the casket operates to
lift the fixed nut, which in turn raises the
head of the platform. To lower the plat-
form, the key and screw are rotated in the
opposite direction.. The bolster-screws are
operated in a like manner. To have the
platform on an inclined plane, it is only nec-
essary to turn the serew controlling the part

t to be raised, as each screw is operated inde-

pendently of the other. To raise thehead of
a corpse, the screw 21 is operated, and in case
it is desired to lift the shoulders the side
serews 22 are rotated more or less to aftain
the desired end.

The screws enable the attendant to prop-
erly adjust the platform and to maintain it
in said adjustment.,

The extensible construction of bolster al-
lows a pla,tfmm of one size to be used in cas-
kets of different sizes, so that the attachment
may be manufa,etm ed 1n quantities of a given
size.

The corpse can be ELdJ usted in the casket
from the outside after the cover has been put
on and the slide drawn, as has been explained,
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the adjustment being effected from beneath

| the casket by means of the key.

We are aware that changes in the form and
proportion of parts and in the details of con-

ITIO

struction as herein shown and described as -

the preferred embodiment of our invention
may be made by a skilled mechanic with-
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing
the advantages of our invention. TIor ex-
ample, we may fasten the platform rigidly to
the bolster instead of allowing it to rest
loosely thereon, or in lieu of the cleat on said
platform we may ‘construect it of material
strong enough to furnish the recess for the
fixed nuts directly in the board.

Having thus fully deseribed our invention,
what we clmm as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1.- The combination with & casket, of aplat-
form, an extensible bolster suppor tmn‘ said
platfom:l and adjusting-screws, substantmlly
as ._-md for the purposes described.

The combination with a casket, of a bol-
stel, a platform resting on said bolstel a Sin-

and side walls 1 1 to engage with | gle screw connected to the head of the plat-
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form and side screws connected to the bol-
ster, substantially as and for the purposes
described.

3. In a casket, an extensible bolster, con-

sisting of two members one of which 1s pro-
vided Wlth a slot and longitudinal grooves

and the other member havmﬂ' tonfrues to fit

in the grooves and slidingly arranﬂ"ed in the
slot of the first-named member, in comblna-
tion with a platform having means for ad-
justing the bolster and the platform, sub-
stantially as described.

4. The combination with a casket, of the

" bearings secured in the bottom thereof,gmdes

fixed w1thin the ca;ske't, a

Qo

piatform and bol-
ster having the fixed nuts, and the adjust-
Ing-SCrews ﬁtted to the nuts of the bolster

and platform and the guides of the casket

and having their poly oconal tenons project

through the openings of the bearing-plates,

substantmlly as described.
In teshmony whereof we affix our signa-

tures in presence of two witnesses.
- WINFIELD S. WHITCOMD.

- GEO. A. BARTON.
Witnesses:
WESLEY KELLIS,
M. .. BAGLEY.
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