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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, LE Roy FLETCHER

SNAPP, of Cambridge, county of Middlesex,

State of Massachusetts, haveinvented an Im-
provement in Trunk-Protectors, of which the
following description, in connectlon with the
accompanying drawings, is a specification,
like letters on the drawings representmw like
parts.

The object of this invention is to prowde
a protector for trunks and the like adjustable
to various sizes, readily attachable to the

trunk upon which it is to be used, and capa-
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to be made on a larger scale.

ble of operation in such a manner as to offer
no hindrance to opening of the trunk when
access 1s desired to the interior of the latter.

The various features of my invention will
be fully illustrated and described in the ac-
companying drawings and specification and
set forth in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows in perspec-
tive a trunk provided with a protector con-
structed in accordance with my invention.
Fig. 2 is a plan view of the boftom of the
trunk and protector shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3
1s a detall In perspective of the component
parts of one of the corner-pieces, broken away
at the top and bottom to permit the drawing
Fig. 418 a simi-
lar view of the upper part of the same corner-

- piece with the top member swung back
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slichtly on its hinge. Fig. 5 is a view in de-
tail of an attachment to be described; Kig. o,
a modified form of bunter, while Fig. 7 shows
in detail the strap-tichtener at the bottom of
the trunk in a different position from that
illustrated in Kig. 2; and Fig. 8shows in lon-
gitudinal section the bottom strap with its
attachments

In theembodiment of myinvention selected
for description and illustrated in the draw-
ings Figs. 1 to 5 the preferred form of my
protector is shown as applied to a trunk A of
ordinary shape and construction, the protect-
ing means being shown as apphed in this in-
stance only to the upright edges and the cor-

ners, although 1t is within the spirit of my

invention to carry the protection to the hori-
zontal edges as well, if desired.
In carrying out my invention I prowde ex-

tension angle-pieces which may be adjusted

to suit the depth of the trunk and are prefer-

ably arranged to present at.their outer ends

suitable bunters to cover the corners of the
trunk and act as an auxiliary to the bunters
usually provided there.
of providing for this extensibility and to
enable the angle-pieces to be given greater

rigidity in adjusted position at each upmﬂ'ht'

edge of the trunk I prefer to utilizea plurality

of telescopmﬂ* members, usually two in num-

Asaconvenientway
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ber—a lower member b and an upper mem-

ber c—the latter preferably having a mov-
able upper portion ¢', which may be swung
back out of the way of the trunk-lid a When
the trunk is to be opened, a hinge ¢* serving
in this instance to permit such “action,  As
illustrated and preferred, the lower member
is the outer and for strength may be flanged,
as at ', to embrace the edges of the upper

membel which is free to slide up and down

therein.

Any suitable means may be used to fasten
the members in adjusted position; but I pre-
fer to use some form of slot and set-screw
connection to afford the greatest possible
flexibility of adjustment, the form shown

| comprising a slot 0% in the lower member, a

hole or series of threaded holes ¢’ in the up-
per member, and a draft set-screw c* to pass
through the slot and enter the hole, when

tlﬂ*htened drawing the meinbers together to

form a rigid stmeture ‘A modified form of
connectlon is shown at the other side of the
angle-piece, where one or a series of spring-
catches on one member are adapted to enter
corresponding recesses in the other, in the

instance illustrated the catches ¢°® being on
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the upper member and the recesses 6°on the

lower, serving as an auxiliary to the more

delicate adjustment of the slot and set-screw,

though either may be used separately.
Referring to Fig. 4, I prefer to provide a

staying means intermediate the two portions

of the upper member, and to this end have

shown the memberc¢’ as having an ear ¢® with

a knurl or lug ¢’ to catch in a hollow or re-
cess in the inside of the members ¢, formed,

preferably, by drilling a hole ¢® through the

member. The hinge c¢®* may be of any con-

venient form and-is shown as composed of
coOoperating curved lips ¢’ ¢ on the upper

and lower portion, respectively.
- It is desirable that the lid of the trunk
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should be given a 'posibivé support in addi-

tion to its usual bearing on the sides of the

trunk, inasmuch as a common form of acci-
dent to a trunk is the falling of another
trunk on the lid, forcing it down over the
sides or ‘‘telescoping” it.

As one form of lid-support I have illus-
trated an attachment d. (Bestseen in Fig. 5,
which is a plan view of one of the corner an-
gle-pieces with the bunter omitted.) In this
view the altachment is seen to be a bracket-
like structure bent at an angle to fit within
the portion ¢ of the angle-piece and com-
prising a ledged’, to pass between the lid and
sides of the tr unk to receive and support the
lid, and a vertical portion d, provided with
suitable attaching means through which 1t
derives support from the member ¢'. Obvi-

ously this device could be made in the form .

of an integral ledge on the member ¢'; but a
separate attachment is desirable if provision
1s to be made for adjustment to lids of dif-
ferent heights. Accordingly as attaching
means I have shown aslot and set-serew con-
nection, in this instance the slots ¢* beingin
the member ¢’ and the set-screws c' talﬂnn'
into suitable holes (not shown) in the part d
of the attachment.

The corner-bunters E may be fastened to
the angle-pleces in any suitable manner, as
by rivets e, or such a construction as that
shown in I'ig. 6 may be adopted, the bunter

- being made integrally with the member c*,
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which 1s otherwise 511:1111&,1 in construction to
the angle-piece member ¢'.

The bunter part may have a central aper-
ture ¢*, through which the regular bunter E’

of the trunk can project to serve its usual

function, and, if desired, reinforcements or
knurls ¢? mMay e prowded for additional pro-
tection of the corner.

The extension edge-protectors may be held
in place upon the trank in any sultable man-
ner; but I prefer to useretaining means which
will permit release of all the upper portions
at one and the same operation, and as a con-
venient way of accomplishing this I show a
harness connectmﬂ* the edge-protectors at the
top and bottom of the trunk.

The form of harness illustrated (301]1]_)1‘1::65
corner-straps, of metal, leather, or other suit-
able material 7, one for each corner of the
trunk, top and bottom, adjacent straps at the
ends, 1espeet1vely, belnﬂ‘ connected with each
other by metallic loops orrings 7*, which will
permit the angle between the straps to change
slightly for purposes of adjustment to differ-
ent sizes of trunk, and this may also be fa-
vored 1n selecting the form of attachment of
the straps to the bunters, the rivets /' an-
swering for this purpose. The connection of
the stlaps may be completed in any conven-

ient way, as by the single strap /% and buckle

illustrated mteunedla,te the end rings or
unions 1>

It may be found desirable to bind the cor-

| could be accomplished, perhaps, by the strap

and buckle, and power tightening means may
be used, one form of which I have shown on
the bottom of the tr unk, inasmuch as the
need of permanency and 110'1d1ty 1s likely to
be greater there. This tightening device is
in this instance shown asinterposed between
the bottom loops or rings f* and as compris-
ing a power-lever A, (best seen in Fig. 7,)
mounted pivotally, preferably, on and near
one end of the strap f*, coming from one of
the loops or rings, (not shown,) and the lever
is adapted to be connected operatively with
an oppositely-extended strap, which in the
instance illustrated is the other end of the
strap f*, the ends of this strap being threaded
through the loops or rings f~* (see K I‘m‘ 2) and
b}.‘ought together beneath the body pDrtion 1
of the strap by which the lever is protected.
The operative connection between the lever
and the end of the strap opposite that on
which the lever is mounted may conveniently
be effected by piercing thestrap with holes f°
and providing the lever with a suitable pro-
jection A’ to enter any one of these holes that
it may be brought opposite. As the lever is
swung around to the right the ends of the
strap are drawn In opposite directions away
from thelr respective rings and the stl ap
tightened.

1 prefer to provide retaining means for the
lever to prevent its escape and slackening of
the strap, and such means may consist of a
projection /°% adapted to take into a hole /7
in the portion of the strap f* on which the
lever 1s mounted. |

The lever 7 may be separate from the strap,
if desired, since, as it lies between the taut
strap portions, its various projections will be

held automatically in thell respective holes

in the strap. |

Having thus fully described my invention,
I do not limit myself to the specific embodi-
mentillustrated, since the construction of my
trunk-protector may be varied to a consider-
able extent without depar tmn* from the spirit
of my invention.

Having described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Inanextension edge-protector for trunks,
a plurality of telescoping members adapted
respectively to embrace the edge to be pro-
tected, the uppermost of said members being
jointed, substantially as described.

2. Inanextension edge-protector fortrunks

a lower member having a bunter at its in-

ferior extremity, an upper member co6p-

erating telescopically with said lower mem-
ber and having a jointed portion carrying a
bunter, and a hlnfre intermediate said upper
member and its JOlnted portion to permit the
latter to be swung with its bunter away from
the upper corner of the trunk, substantially
as described.

3. The combination with an edge brace or

ner-pieces more tightly and permanently than | protector for trunks, of a hd-suppmtmfr at-
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tachment carried by, and adjustable upon,
said brace, substantially as deseribed.

4. Thecombination with atrunk, of aseries
of extension edge-protectors composed each of
two members telescopically arranged, one of
said members having a hinged joint, and a se-
ries of straps, one eonneeted with a bunter at
the upper and lower ends of each of said edge-
protectors, a loop or ring uniting said stra,pe
and connecting means extended lengthwise
of the trunk between said loops or rings, to
draw the same tlﬂ'htly together and bmd and
hold the extension-pieces upon the corners
of the trunk, substantially as deseribed.

5. The eombmatmn with a trunk having
corner - pieces applied thereto, of a set of
corner - straps connected one each to said
corner-pieces, loops or rings connecting said
corner-straps, additional straps connected
with said loops or rings and extended length-
wise of the trunk, and a strap-tightening de-
vice consisting of a lever mounted pivotally
on one of said straps near its end, said lever
having a lug or projection extended there-
from in one direction to enter a hole in an op-
posite strap, said lever having a second pin
or projection extended therefrom in an op-
posite direction to also enter a hole in a strap,
to thereby retain said lever in its adjusted

_—

position to hold the strap taut, substantially 3o

as desecribed.
6. An extension edn*e-proteetm for trunks,

the same being composed of a plurality of

telescopic members adapted to embrace the
edge of the trunk, the uppermost of said 35
members belng divided into two parts and
joined loosely together by a hinge composed
of eurved lips interlocked one with the other,
substantially as described.

7. An extension edge-protector for trunks,
the same being composed of a plurality of
telescopic members adapted to embrace the
edge of the trunk, the uppermost of said
members being divided into two parts and.
joined loosely ton'ether by a hinge composed
of curved lips mterlocked One with the other,
one part of said two-part member having a
lug as ¢ to fit behind the end of the other
part of the upper member, substenmally as
described.

In testimony whereoif 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

LE ROY FLETCHER SNAPP.

Witnesses:
ALEXANDER C. PROUDFIL,
FREDERICK L. KMERY.
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